
 

 

                                                                                                    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Cemex_1181: 
Aircraft Fragments 

These finds comprise eleven aluminium fragments. There are rivets visible on several 
pieces and one piece which appears once to have been a flexible joint. There is green 
paint still present on multiple examples. The are most likely aircraft fragments. 
 
Images of the finds were sent to Steve Vizard for identification. He was able to confirm 
that they are aircraft fragments, comprising various airframe sections. While 
fragmentary pieces such as this are difficult to positively identify, the fragments are 
most likely from a British aircraft from the Second World War. 
 
These fragments of aluminium airframe were found in the same cargo as a piece of 
possible aircraft fuel tank Cemex_1182 and aircraft electronics Cemex_1183. 41 other 
aircraft finds have been reported originating from Licence Area 512. There are no 
known aircraft losses within the Licence Area. However, given the amount of aircraft 
material being recovered, there is the chance that a previously undiscovered wreck 
site is present. Vessel and wharf staff should remain vigilant so as to properly locate 
and track material which may indicate the location of a potentially significant site. 
 
It is unclear how these finds came to rest on the seabed. Aircraft material is very 
common in British waters as a consequence of the Second World War and this 
material could possibly have been lost from an aircraft due to battle damage or be part 
of a debris scatter. Reporting finds such as this is important despite their small size 
and apparent unimportance as tracking these finds can help locate and identify larger 
aircraft wreck sites.  
 
Information about this discovery has been forwarded to:  

�x Historic England 
�x BMAPA 
�x The Crown Estate 
�x The MOD 
�x The Receiver of Wreck (Droit 038/25-01) 
�x The Historic England’s National Marine Heritage Record 
�x The Historic Environment Record for Norfolk 

 

These aircraft fragments were discovered 
during operational sampling of cargo from 
Licence Area 512 in the East Coast 
dredging region, approximately 12 km 
south-east of Great Yarmouth. Adam 
Nightingale discovered them at Northfleet 
wharf. 



 

 

                                                                                                    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Cemex_1182: 
Aircraft Component 

This find is a subcircular piece of steel roughly 100 mm in diameter with a raised 
section around 35 mm on one side. A piece of rubber tube 18 mm in diameter juts out 
from the flatter side and a rubber skirt that once contained a glass object from the 
shards visible inside is present on the raised side.  
 
Steve Vizard was contacted regarding the find as potentially being related to aircraft. 
This find was recovered with other aircraft material Cemex_1181 and Cemex_1183. 
Without markings or stampings, it is difficult to be certain, but the component could be 
part of a fuel or oil tank, functioning as a drain or vent.  
 
It is unclear how this find came to rest on the seabed. Aircraft material is very common 
in British waters as a consequence of the Second World War and this material could 
possibly have been lost from an aircraft due to battle damage or be part of a debris 
scatter. During this round of sampling, a number of other aircraft components were 
found, including Cemex_1181 and Cemex_1183. 
 
 
 
 
Information about this discovery has been forwarded to:  

• Historic England 
• BMAPA 
• The Crown Estate 
• The MOD 
• The Receiver of Wreck (Droit 038/25-02) 
• The Historic England’s National Marine Heritage Record 
• The Historic Environment Record for Norfolk 

 

This possible aircraft component was 
discovered during operational monitoring 
of cargo from Licence Area 512 in the 
East Coast dredging region, 
approximately 12 km south-east of Great 
Yarmouth. Adam Nightingale discovered 
it Northfleet wharf. 



 

 

                                                                                                    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Cemex_1183: 
Aircraft Component 

This find appears to be made of coiled wire. The wire is coiled into to roughly square 
coils that were once wrapped in tape. Each coil is around 50 mm across. The wire is 
about 1 mm thick. The wire making up the coils has no covering beyond the tape 
wrapping around the coil, while the connecting wires between the coils and beyond 
has what appears to be a thin fabric covering.  
 
Steve Vizard was contacted regarding the find as it potentially relates to aircraft, due 
to other discoveries in the same cargo (Cemex_1181 and potentially Cemex_1182). 
Electrical wiring and components like this are a common part of aircraft power 
systems and are often recovered connected with other aircraft material.  
 
It is unclear how this object came to rest on the seabed. A large number of aircraft 
wrecks are present in British waters following the Second World War. This find is likely 
connected to this, having fallen from a damaged aircraft or being part of a large debris 
scatter.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Information about this discovery has been forwarded to:  

• Historic England 
• BMAPA 
• The Crown Estate 
• The MOD 
• The Receiver of Wreck (Droit 038/25-03) 
• The Historic England’s National Marine Heritage Record 
• The Historic Environment Record for Norfolk 

 

This aircraft component was discovered 
during operational monitoring of cargo 
from Licence Area 512 in the East Coast 
dredging region, approximately 12 km 
south-east of Great Yarmouth. Adam 
Nightingale discovered it at Northfleet 
wharf. 



 

 

                                                                                                    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Cemex_1184: 
UXO Casings 

This find comprises two shell cases. The first and larger casing has a struck primer 
suggesting it has been fired. The other smaller casing has an unstruck primer 
meaning it has not been fired. Both cases are around 100 mm in length, with one 
being around 20 mm wide at the case head, with the other being around 15 mm wide. 
On the smaller case, there is a clear ‘DM’ and a likely ‘43’ stamping evident on the 
case head. The larger casing appears to have the remains of green pigment on the 
casing body.  
 
Jonathan Ferguson, Keeper of Firearms and Artillery at the Royal Armouries Museum 
in Leeds, was contacted regarding these casings. He was able confirm that they are a 
spent 20 mm Oerlikon casing and an unfired .50 BMG casing. 
 
The .50 BMG casing came from the Des Moines Iowa Army Ammunition Plant 
(IAAAP) and was manufactured in 1943. The IAAAP was first established in 1940, with 
production starting in 1941. They produced a variety of ammunition during the Second 
World War, including .50 BMG. The plant would be closed down in 1945 with the end 
of the war but would reopen in 1949 to support the Korean War. In 1975, control of the 
plant would pass to the United States Army as a strategic resource. 
 
This 20 mm Oerlikon casing is somewhat unusual as it shows evidence of being 
painted green. Green paint is sometimes used to designate the presence of high 
explosives, though this normally would appear on the projectile rather than the casing. 
With some research we were able to ascertain that green painted casings were 
produced, especially on steel cases. This was used as a protective coating to avoid 
wear and rust on the round which may cause a stoppage to the weapon system. 20 
mm Oerlikon cannons were a common site on Naval vessels even after the Second 
World War, normally being employed as an anti-aircraft armament. They remained in 
this role until more modern jet fighters and missile weapons became too fast to be 
effectively engaged with these weapons. The green paint present on this casing was 
most likely present to protect the round from the corrosive effects of salt water. 
 

These casings were discovered during 
operational monitoring of cargo taken 
from Licence Area 512 in the East Coast 
dredging region, approximately 12 km 
south-east of Great Yarmouth. Adam 
Nightingale discovered them at Northfleet 
wharf. 



It is unclear how these finds found their way onto the seabed. Both calibres and 
weapon systems have been used extensively and by multiple nations military 
powers throughout the Second World War and beyond. The .50 BMG casing, with 
its 1943 production date was likely lost during the Second World War. As the casing 
was not fired, it may have been ejected from a weapon in order to make it safe or, 
more likely given its location off the East Coast, ejected to clear a stoppage. As the 
20 mm Oerlikon has remained in service with some nations to the present day, 
without a manufacture’s date stamp it is difficult to discern when it may have been 
lost. The .50 BMG casing is a good example of the importance of looking at finds for 
stamp marks, dates, serial numbers, and other text which can help us identify finds 
and ascertain their providence.  

As with all UXO, finds of this nature must be treated with caution. Always 
follow wharf guidelines when UXO is found.  

Information about this discovery has been forwarded to: 

• Historic England
• BMAPA
• The Crown Estate
• The Receiver of Wreck (Droit 038/25-4)
• The Historic England’s National Marine Heritage Record
• The Historic Environment Record for Norfolk.



 

 

                                                                                                    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Cemex_1185: 
Wooden Plank 

This find appears to be a fragment of wooden plank. It is roughly 180 mm long, 65 mm 
wide and 25 mm thick. There are no fastenings evident.  
 
While this item has clearly been worked, there are no diagnostic or otherwise 
identifying features present on the find. This makes it difficult to determine the age and 
providence of the find. It is clearly a wooden plank, but could be from shore 
infrastructure, a fragment of wooden boat, or have been discarded from a larger 
vessel. 
 
It is unclear how this find came to rest on the seabed. Most likely this wooden 
fragment was discarded from a passing vessel.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Information about this discovery has been forwarded to:  

• Historic England 
• BMAPA 
• The Crown Estate 
• The Receiver of Wreck (Droit 038/25-05) 
• The Historic England’s National Marine Heritage Record 
• The Historic Environment Record for Norfolk. 

This fragment of planking was discovered 
during operational monitoring of cargo 
taken from Licence Area 512 in the East 
Coast dredging region, approximately 12 
km south-east of Great Yarmouth. Adam 
Nightingale discovered it at Northfleet 
wharf. 



 

 

Tarmac_1186: 
Iron Nail  

                                                                                                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

This find appears to be a small, cylindrical iron nail, roughly 160 mm in length and 15 
mm in width. The nail is the same thickness transitioning to a point around 20 mm 
long. The fibrous and flaking nature of the nail suggests it is wrought iron. Corrosion is 
equally present across the nail’s surface. 
 
Graham Scott, a technical specialist with Wessex Archaeology, was contacted 
regarding the find. He was able to confirm that the find is a wrought iron hand made 
fastening. It appears to be a type of fastening referred to as a ‘dump’. These were 
often used to secure hull and deck planking to wooden vessels.  
 
The term ‘dump’ is an English term used to describe a short bolt, with a long, flattened 
point and a rounded cross section. The term first appears in 1794 in Rigging and 
Seamanship, and was common throughout the nineteenth century. Dumps were used 
in conjunction to wooden treenails to secure planking. It was believed that the different 
materials used in metal and wooden fasteners would compliment each other by 
responding to the different stresses put onto the ships structure.  
 
It is unclear how this find came to rest on the seabed. It may have once been part of a 
large wreck site or potentially have been dropped over the side during the course of 
maintenance and repairs. It is unlikely that a nail such as this would have been 
intentionally discarded, as metal items such as this would have been valuable.  
 
 
 
Information about this discovery has been forwarded to:  

• Historic England 
• BMAPA 
• The Crown Estate 
• The Receiver of Wreck (Droit 058/25) 
• The Historic England’s National Marine Heritage Record 
• The Historic Environment Record for Isle of Wight. 

This iron nail was discovered in Licence 
Area 500/3 in the South Coast dredging 
region, approximately 14 km south-west of 
Isle of Wight. Jon-Paul Jerromes 
discovered it at Burnley Wharf. 



 

 

                                                                                                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The find appears to be a cast iron pipe or shaft coupling with a rubber seal and a 
height of 180 mm and 170 mm at the widest point with visible rusting.  
 
Materials used for manufacturing couplings for vessels and marine infrastructure were 
predominantly cast iron or steel. The device was used to connect two shafts or pipes 
together for transmitting fluid and gases. They were readily used in the 19th and 20th 
centuries during the widespread use of iron hulled ships during the shift from wooden 
vessels, which required different connections and mechanics. Due to the rubber seal, 
it is possible this coupling could be as old as the late 19th century but is more likely to 
be mid-20th century to modern.  
 
As this is an isolated find it is likely that this is not a find from a shipwreck but may be 
a result of jettisoned or dumped goods.  
 
Information about this discovery has been forwarded to:  

• Historic England 
• BMAPA 
• The Crown Estate 
• The Receiver of Wreck (Droit 079/25-01) 
• The Historic England’s National Marine Heritage Record 
• The Historic Environment Record for Isle of Wight and West Sussex 

 

This coupling was discovered in aggregate 
dredged from Licence Area 351 dredging 
region, located 19 km off the east coast off 
the Isle of Wight. It was found on board 
Britannia Beaver by Greg Rhind.   

Brett_1188: 
Iron Coupling 



 

 

                                                                                                    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Heidelberg_1189: 
Grenade 

This grenade was discovered on the electromagnet at Greenhithe wharf. As grenades 
are extremely dangerous to handle, this grenade has not been handled.  Pictures of 
the grenade were sent to specialists. Unexploded ordnance (UXO) pose a significant 
risk as degradation of the device and moving the UXO could potentially detonate the 
device.  
 
Jonathan Ferguson from the Royal Armouries Museum and Mark Khan owner of 
Command Post Media, identified this grenade as a British Mills hand grenade. Mark 
classified it as a type Mills 36 grenade. According to Mark: ‘they were in use from the 
First World War through the 1970’s. These types of grenades were issued on RN 
ships. One of their purposes was to signal submarines when exercising with surface 
ships. The detonation of the grenade would be heard inside the submerged 
submarine’.  
 
From the picture, Mark identified that the striker lever (a safety device) is in place and 
that the grenade has a base plug fitted. The base plug was required to be removed 
(unscrewed) to allow the detonator to be inserted. After the insertion of the detonator 
the base plug was screwed back in.  
 
It is unclear how this grenade found its way into the archaeological record. Most 
ordnance found in British waters relates to the First or Second World War. The 
grenade was most likely fired in combat or training. As the projectile possibly 
contained an explosive charge it was handed in to EOD for subsequent safe disposal. 
It is important for all staff who may encounter UXO to remain cautious and to follow all 
relevant H&S procedures. 
 
Information about this discovery has been forwarded to:  

• Historic England 
• BMAPA 
• The Crown Estate 
• The MOD (if relevant) 
• The Receiver of Wreck (Droit 111/25) 
• The Historic England’s National Marine Heritage Record 
• The Historic Environment Record for Norfolk. 

 

This grenade was discovered in 
marine aggregate dredged from 
Licence Area 240 in the East Coast 
dredging region, approximately 12 km 
south-east of Great Yarmouth. Stuart 
King discovered it at Greenhithe 
wharf.  
. 



 

 

                                                                                                    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Cemex_1190: 
Electrical Component 

This find appears to be an electrical component of some kind. A main component is 
connected to some wiring with smaller switches and connectors. The main component 
is around 120 mm. There does not appear to be any markings or writing on any part of 
the find.  
 
Initially, it was believed that the find could be a piece of aircraft material. Aircraft 
material is very common in the south and east coast of Britain as a consequence of 
the Second World War. However, aircraft specialists such as Steve Vizard who 
reviewed images of the find did not believe it matched any aircraft component they 
were familiar with.    
 
An accurate age of the find is difficult to determine due to the lack of diagnostic 
features. However, the amount of concretion present on the find and the apparent lack 
of plastic parts suggest the find is from the first half of the 20th century. 
It is unclear how this find came to be on the seabed. As the original function of the 
component is still undetermined it is possible that it is a component from a piece of 
vessel machinery that was discarded due to maintenance.  
 
 
 
 
 
Information about this discovery has been forwarded to:  

• Historic England 
• BMAPA 
• The Crown Estate 
• The Receiver of Wreck (Droit 098/25) 
• The Historic England’s National Marine Heritage Record 
• The Historic Environment Record for Isle of Wight. 

 

This electrical component was 
discovered during dredging 
operations in Licence Area 340 in the 
South Coast dredging region, 
approximately 8 km south-east of Isle 
of Wight. Marcin Hoffa discovered it 
onboard Cemex Go Innovation. 



 

 

                                                                                                    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Tarmac_1191: 
Wooden Find 

This cylindrical wooden find measures approximately 270 x 60 mm. The find appears 
to be in excellent condition, and not eroded or affected by saltwater or marine borers 
suggesting it only recently came to rest on the seafloor. The side of the object has 
holes suggesting it was attached to something. 
 
This find could have a number of interpretations.  For example, it could be a wooden 
roller. Alternatively, it could be a handle or part of a wooden pole for a tool, such as a 
boat hook or, if from a terrestrial context, a gardening tool.  
 
It is unclear how this find found its way onto the seabed. The wooden object could be 
washed away by the sea from shore. However, it could also have been discarded over 
the side from a passing vessel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Information about this discovery has been forwarded to:  

• Historic England 
• BMAPA 
• The Crown Estate 
• The Receiver of Wreck (Droit 109/25) 
• The Historic England’s National Marine Heritage Record 
• The Historic Environment Record for Norfolk 

This wooden find was discovered in 
aggregate dredged from Licence Area 
254 in the East Coast dredging 
region, approximately 12 km south-
east of Great Yarmouth. Ian Massy 
discovered it at Tilbury Wharf.  



 

 

                                                                                                    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Heidelberg_1194: 
Iron 

This find appears to be an iron. The find is around 150 mm long and 100 mm wide at 
the widest point. It has a handle which is placed centrally on top. The handle is 
damaged and slightly crushed, it appears to have once been wrapped or had another 
material used to make a comfortable hand hold, but this is now missing. There is a 
socket for an electric cable present at the back of the iron, just under the handle. 
 
Rachel Seager Smith, a finds specialist with Wessex Archaeology assessed the find, 
determining it to be an electric iron from the mid twentieth century. Using heat as a 
way of smoothing fabric has been in use since the 1st century BC in China. The 
concept was introduced to Europe through trade in the 12th century AD. Eventually, 
purpose built flat irons were produced for the purpose. The first electric iron was 
produced in the United States in 1882 which offered greater safety and convenience, 
but only in places with working electricity. 
 
It is unclear how this find found its way onto the seabed. Most likely the iron broke 
onboard a vessel and was discarded over the side.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Information about this discovery has been forwarded to:  

• Historic England 
• BMAPA 
• The Crown Estate 
• The Receiver of Wreck (Droit 118/25) 
• The Historic England’s National Marine Heritage Record 
• The Historic Environment Record for Suffolk. 

 

This iron was discovered in material 
dredged from the East Coast. It was 
discovered by staff at Dagenham 
Wharf while inspecting the magnet. It 
is unclear exactly which Licence Area 
the find originated from.  



 

 

                                                                                                    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Heidelberg_1195:
.50 BMG Casing 

This find appears to a spent casing. The primer has been struck suggesting it is a fired 
casing. No marks remain visible on the case head, though three points show where 
the primer was crimped in place. 
 
The .50 calibre Browning Machine Gun and the round that was designed to fired with it 
have now been continually in service for over 100 years, with no sign that this is likely 
to change. While the level of preservation of the casing suggests this particular casing 
is fairly old, or at least had been exposed on the seabed for some time, as there are 
no visible case markings it is not possible to determine a date of manufacture.  
 
It is unclear how this casing found its way onto the seabed. It could have been fired 
from an aircraft or naval vessel, either in anger or as part of training. It is important to 
report UXO such as this as concentrations of finds may help locate large sites such as 
military aircraft wrecks, or highlight areas with higher levels of maritime warfare. 
 
As with all UXO, finds of this nature must be treated with caution. Always follow 

wharf guidelines when UXO is found. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Information about this discovery has been forwarded to:  

• Historic England 
• BMAPA 
• The Crown Estate 
• The Receiver of Wreck (Droit 126/25-01) 
• The Historic England’s National Marine Heritage Record 
• The Historic Environment Record for Norfolk. 

 

This casing was discovered during 
operational monitoring of cargo taken 
from Licence Area 401/2 in the East 
Coast dredging region, approximately 
12 km south-east of Great Yarmouth. 
Adam Nightingale discovered it at 
Dagenham Wharf. 



 

 

                                                                                                    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Heidelberg_1196: 
Aircraft Fragments 

This find comprises two fragmentary pieces of aluminium. The first is piece of tubing, 
around 130 mm long and 25 mm in diameter. The second is a piece of aluminium 
sheet roughly 120 mm long, 2 mm thick and 20 mm wide at the widest point. There 
are no markings visible on either fragment. 
 
These pieces are most likely examples of aircraft fragments. Aerial combat was 
extremely prevalent off the east coast during the Second World War, as this was the 
base of the USAAFs Eighth Airforce. 
 
It is unclear how these finds found there way onto the seabed. Most likely these 
aircraft fragments either fell away from aircraft as a result of battle damage or have 
moved away from a larger wreck or debris site. Tracking these smaller, innocuous 
finds can help us locate these larger wreck sites.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Information about this discovery has been forwarded to:  

• Historic England 
• BMAPA 
• The Crown Estate 
• The MOD 
• The Receiver of Wreck (Droit 126/25-02) 
• The Historic England’s National Marine Heritage Record 
• The Historic Environment Record for Norfolk. 

 

These aircraft fragments were 
discovered during operational 
monitoring of cargo taken from Licence 
Area 401/2 in the East Coast dredging 
region, approximately 12 km south-east 
of Great Yarmouth. Adam Nightingale 
discovered them at Dagenham Wharf. 



 

 

                                                                                                    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Heidelberg_1197: 
Plaque 

This find is an aluminium oval roughly 180 mm long and 150 mm wide. The oval is 4 
mm thick. There are four screw or other fixture holes evident though these have been 
damaged to various degrees. The most intact hole is 6 mm wide, with all four holes 
appearing to be equally sized. There is no writing or other markings visible on the find.  
 
It is unclear exactly what this metal plaque is or what its original purpose was. Initially 
it was suspected that the find may have been a sacrificial anode used on ships, but 
these are made of zinc while the find appears to be aluminium. The find may have had 
a mechanical purpose, though the relatively soft and light weight nature of aluminium 
limits where this may have been. Once example of a possible use could be as an 
aircraft component, where aluminium is commonly used for its strength and light 
weight.  
 
It is unclear how this find came to rest on the seabed. Without a clearer idea of the 
objects purpose it is difficult to speculate on how it may have been lost. There is clear 
damage on the find, indicating the find may have come from a wreck or been 
discarded over the side after it was replaced following routine maintenance.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Information about this discovery has been forwarded to:  

• Historic England 
• BMAPA 
• The Crown Estate 
• The Receiver of Wreck (Droit 126/25-03) 
• The Historic England’s National Marine Heritage Record 
• The Historic Environment Record for Norfolk. 

This plaque was discovered during 
operation monitoring of cargo taken 
from Licence Area 401/2 in the East 
Coast dredging region, approximately 
12 km south-east of Great Yarmouth. 
Adam Nightingale discovered it at 
Dagenham Wharf. 



 

 

                                                                                                    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Heidelberg_1198: 
Aircraft Fragments 

This find comprises four pieces of fragmented aluminium sheet, all roughly the same 
size. They are around 160 mm long, 100 mm wide and around 2 mm thick. All four 
pieces are jagged fragments and show a similar level of preservation. 
 
While there is nothing necessarily diagnostic about any of these fragments, the most 
likely origin for these finds is from an aircraft wreck. Material such as this is very 
common debris from aircraft. However, this is the first time potential aircraft wreckage 
has been recovered from Area 361. There are no known aircraft wrecks with Area 
361. 
 
It is unclear how these fragments came to be on the seabed. Aircraft material is very 
common in the waters around the United Kingdom as a consequence of the Second 
World War. Reporting and mapping scattered finds such as these can help locate 
large and potentially significant aircraft wreck sites.  
 
 
 
 
 
Information about this discovery has been forwarded to:  

• Historic England 
• BMAPA 
• The Crown Estate 
• The MOD 
• The Receiver of Wreck (Droit 161/25) 
• The Historic England’s National Marine Heritage Record 
• The Historic Environment Record for Suffolk. 

 

The aluminium fragments were 
discovered during Operational Sampling 
of cargo dredged from Licence Area 361 
in the East Coast dredging region, 
approximately 25 km south-east of Great 
Yarmouth. Adam Nightingale discovered 
them at Dagenham Wharf. 



 

 

                                                                                                    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Cemex_1199: 
Unknown Object 

This find appears to be a piece of metallic debris, with one end encased in concretion. 
The piece is roughly 180 mm in length and 50 mm in width. The exposed metal is 
jagged with signs of corrosion. The metal appears relatively thin at around 2 mm thick. 
 
The find lacks clear diagnostic features so it is not possible to determine the origin of 
the find or its original purpose. Most likely this is a fragment of a larger item. 
 
It is not possible to determine how this find came to rest on the seabed. Potentially the 
find was discarded over the side following maintenance.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Information about this discovery has been forwarded to:  

• Historic England 
• BMAPA 
• The Crown Estate 
• The Receiver of Wreck (Droit 203/25) 
• The Historic England’s National Marine Heritage Record 
• The Historic Environment Record for East Sussex. 

This metallic fragment was discovered 
in material dredged from Licence Area 
1803 in the East English Channel 
dredging region, approximately 40 km 
south of Hastings. Filip Gorka-Niwinski 
discovered it on board Cemex Go 
Innovation. 



 

 

                                                                                                    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Heidelberg_1206: 
Metal Object 

The find appears to be a metal object. It measures 210 x 210 mm. The find is folded 
and cracked. The side of the object contains nails or rivets. In the middle of the object, 
a small round hole is visible.  
 
Steve Vizard was contacted regarding the possibility that the finds could be aircraft 
related. The object contains holes and rivets, similar to aircraft related finds. However, 
as Steve pointed out, the object appears to be made out of brass or zinc and would 
therefore not be (directly) aircraft related. Unfortunately, the object lacks sufficient 
diagnostic features to identify any relation to aircraft material. 
 
It is difficult to identify the precise origin and nature of the object as it folded and 
damaged in a considerable way. It is, however, possible that the object was part of an 
unidentified metal structure. In the construction industry rivets were used as fastening 
techniques as well.  
 
It is unclear how this object came to rest on the seabed. It is possible this find belongs 
to a wider debris field from a wreck or another related metal construction, as these 
objects were in the same area as Heidelberg_1207 and Heidelberg_1208. Both are 
unidentified metal objects. The object could also have been tossed over the side of a 
passing vessel or washed away from shore.  
 
 
 
 
Information about this discovery has been forwarded to:  

• Historic England 
• BMAPA 
• The Crown Estate 
• The Receiver of Wreck (Droit 188/25) 
• The Historic England’s National Marine Heritage Record 
• The Historic Environment Record for Norfolk 

 

This metal object was discovered in 
aggregate dredged in Licence Area 240 in 
the East Coast dredging region, 
approximately 12 km south-east of Great 
Yarmouth. S. King discovered it at 
Greenhithe wharf. 



 

 

                                                                                                    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Heidelberg_1207: 
Iron Object 

This find appears to be an iron object. It is heavily corroded, with pieces broken off. 
The metal object measures roughly 150 mm by 110 mm.  
 
Sometimes a mysterious object with numerous possible interpretations is dredged up. 
For example, this find could be a heavily corroded cannon ball, but it’s shape and size 
suggest otherwise. Alternatively, it could be a piece of iron ore. Iron ore was used to 
extract iron, which in turn was used to forge weapons and tools. When the first 
humans master this technique, it replaced the use of bronze. Normally, iron ores 
contain other materials, such as rock, attached to it. This could be worn off over time, 
leaving the core intact. A more logical explanation for this find is an unidentified iron 
object. The heavy corrosion has made it difficult to recognise any diagnostic features, 
which obscures the true nature of the object.  
 
It is unclear how this find found its way onto the seabed. It could be washed away by 
the sea from shore. However, it could also have been discarded over the side from a 
passing vessel.  
 
 
 
Information about this discovery has been forwarded to:  

• Historic England 
• BMAPA 
• The Crown Estate 
• The MOD (if relevant) 
• The Receiver of Wreck (Droit 186/25) 
• The Historic England’s National Marine Heritage Record 
• The Historic Environment Record for Norfolk 

 

This iron object was discovered in 
aggregate dredged from Licence Area 
240 in the East Coast dredging 
region, approximately 12 km south-
east of Great Yarmouth. Stuart King 
discovered it at Greenhithe Wharf. 



 

 

                                                                                                    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Heidelberg_1208: 
Metal Objects 

These nine finds appear to be metal objects of various sizes. The objects are all 
around 30 mm wide and 10 mm thick, ranging from 50 mm to 200 mm in length. The 
objects are fragmented and appear to have been ripped off with considerable force 
from their original structure, as indicated by the ripped and fragmented edges of the 
objects.   
 
Steve Vizard was contacted regarding the possibility that the finds could be aircraft 
related, as the objects have holes pierced at regular intervals, similar to aircraft related 
finds. However, Steve could not confirm whether these objects belong to an aircraft. 
Although, the objects have the appearance of being aircraft related, they are far too 
thick to be simply part of an airframe structure.  
 
Unfortunately, the objects lack further sufficient diagnostic features and are too 
fragmented to determine their precise nature or origin. It is, however, possible that 
these objects were part of an unidentified metal structure. Similar pieces of metal have 
been used in metal shipwrecks or other metal constructions. 
 
It is unclear how these objects came to rest on the seabed. It is possible these finds 
belongs to a wider debris field of a wreck or another related metal construction, as 
these finds were found in the same area Heidelberg_1206 and Heidelberg_1207. Both 
are unidentified metal objects.  
 
 
 
Information about this discovery has been forwarded to:  

• Historic England 
• BMAPA 
• The Crown Estate 
• The Receiver of Wreck (Droit 187/25) 
• The Historic England’s National Marine Heritage Record 
• The Historic Environment Record for Norfolk 

 

These metal objects were discovered in 
aggregate dredged from Licence Area 240 in the 
East Coast dredging region, approximately 
12 km south-east of Great Yarmouth. S. King 
discovered them at Greenhithe wharf.  



 

 

                                                                                                    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Heidelberg_1211: 
Cattle Bone 

This find appears to be a modern animal bone. 
 
The find was assessed by Lorraine Higbee, zooarchaeologist at Wessex Archaeology. 
She was able to identify the find as being a vertebra coming from modern cattle. 
 
It is unclear how this bone found its way to the seabed. Butchery is often performed on 
larger vessels with larger crews, or on smaller vessels undertaking long journeys. This 
modern bone is most likely a consequence of that practice. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Information about this discovery has been forwarded to:  

• Historic England 
• BMAPA 
• The Crown Estate 
• The Historic England’s National Marine Heritage Record 
• The Historic Environment Record for Norfolk. 

 

This cattle bone was discovered in 
cargo dredged from Licence Area 240 
in the East Coast dredging region, 
approximately 12 km south-east of 
Great Yarmouth. Danny Oostland 
discovered it at K3DEME Amsterdam. 



Heidelberg_1212: 
Aluminium Bar  

This find is a small aluminium bar, measuring roughly 380 mm by 60 mm and severely 
corroded. The full length and width of the find appeared to have been preserved; 
however, some parts are missing due to corrosion processes on the seafloor.  

Pictures were sent to Ewen Cameron from the Royal Air Force Museum. Ewen 
indicated that he can’t discount it being from an aircraft and it shares features he 
would expect it to have, if it was indeed part of an airplane. Pictures were also sent to 
Steve Vizard from Airframe Assemblies. He indicated that if it was aircraft related it 
would normally shows signs of attachment holes somewhere, either a rivet or bolt. 
The lack of these obvious features suggests it does not belong to any general aircraft 
structure or engine part.  

In conclusion, it is hard to pinpoint the origin and function of this find. Since it is made 
of aluminium it could be related to an aircraft component, but experts found no clear 
diagnostic features to confirm this. As a result, its precise identification remains 
uncertain.  

It is unclear how this find came to rest on the seabed. It is possible this find belongs to 
a wider debris field from a shipwreck or another related metal construction. If it is an 
aircraft fragment it could be the result of aerial combat which took place during the 
Second World War. Alternatively, it could have been part of an object used on board a 
ship,and then jettisoned over the side when no longer useful. 

Information about this discovery has been forwarded to: 
• Historic England
• BMAPA
• The Crown Estate
• The MOD (if relevant)
• The Receiver of Wreck (Droit 263/25)
• The Historic England’s National Marine Heritage Record
• The Historic Environment Record for Norfolk.

This aluminium bar was discovered in 
aggregate dredged from Licence Area 
240 in the East Coast dredging region, 
approximately 12 km south-east of 
Great Yarmouth. Adam Nightingale 
discovered it at Dagenham Wharf 
during Operational Sampling. 



 

 

                                                                                                    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Tarmac_1214: 
Anchor fragment 

This find appears to be a ferrous anchor fragment. The shank (central part) measures 
approximately 190 long and 23 mm thick. Original external ring diameter estimated to 
be c. 130 mm, with a section diameter of c. 11 mm.  The attached ring is broken and 
slightly bent. The object is heavily corroded with significant loss of metal.  
 
Graham Scott, technical specialist at Wessex Archaeology, was contacted regarding 
the find. He indicated the object as a small ferrous bar fragment with a captive ring. 
According to Graham it appears to be the head of the shank of a small 
common/fisherman’s-type anchor. The shank has a rectangular section with a swelling 
possibly indicating the position of a missing stock. The ring has been pulled open, 
possibly splitting at the weld and therefore probably lost in use. Undated but likely to 
be 19-20th century, and no earlier than post medieval.  
 
It is unclear how this object came to rest on the seabed. The seas surround the United 
Kingdom have been used for maritime activities for centuries. The find appears to be 
an isolated find for now, but wharf staff should remain vigilant, as any further 
uncovered anchor or ship-related material may indicate a potential wreck site.  
 
 
 
 
Information about this discovery has been forwarded to:  

• Historic England 
• BMAPA 
• The Crown Estate 
• The Receiver of Wreck (Droit 236/25-01) 
• The Historic England’s National Marine Heritage Record 
• The Historic Environment Record for Suffolk or East Riding of Yorkshire 

This anchor fragment was discovered 
in Licence Area 430 or 493 in the 
East Coast or Humber dredging 
region. Ian Massey discovered it at 
Tilbury Wharf. 
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