
■ 

Excavations at Carisbrooke Castle 

Isle of Wight, 1921-1996 

by C.J. Young 

ENGLISH HERITAGE 



Excavations at Carisbrooke Castle, 
Isle ofWight, 1921-1996 

by 

C.J. Young 



Excavations at Carisbrooke Castle, 
Isle of Wight, 1921-1996 

by 

C.J. Young 

with major contributions from 

Lorraine Mepham, Elaine L. Morris, Tania M. Dickinson, and Jack Jones 

and contributions from 

Michael J. Allen, Simon Brereton, Rosamund M.J. Cleal, Jean Cook, 
Vera Evison, M. Fairbrother, A.P. Fitzpatrick, M.E. Hutchinson, B. Knight, 

Julie Lancley, C. Mortimer, Paul Robinson, Dale Serjeantson, 
Rachael Seager Smith, Pippa Smith, S.R. Strongman, Jessica Winder, 

D.F. Williams and Sarah F. Wyles 

Illustrations by 
S.E. James, and J. Cross 

Wessex Archaeology Report No. 18 

Wessex Archaeology 2000 



Published 2000 by the Trust for Wessex Archaeology Ltd 
Portway House, Old Sarum Park, Salisbury SP4 6EB 

Copyright © 2000 Trust for Wessex Archaeology Ltd 
all rights reserved 

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data 
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library 

ISBN 1-874350-27-2 
ISSN 0965-5778 

Edited by Julie Gardiner and K.E.Walker 
Series editor: Julie Gardiner 

Produced by Wessex Archaeology 
Printed by Cromwell Press Ltd, Trowbridge 

This publication was funded by English Heritage 

Front cover: Aerial view of Carisbrooke Castle from the west, 1972 (Photograph © Aerofilms Ltd, reproduced with 
permission) 

Back cover: The gatehouse from the west (Photograph Elaine A. Wakefield, © Wessex Archaeology) 

The Trust for Wessex Archaeology is a Registered Charity No. 287786 



Contents 

List of Figures 	 vi 
List of Plates 	 vii 
List of Tables 	 viii 
Acknowledgements 	 ix 
Summary 	 x 
Foreign language summaries 	 x 

1. Introduction 
1. General background 	  
2. The Site 	  

Geology and topography 	  
Summary of the structural sequence 	 
Historical background 	  
Archaeological background 	 

3. The nature of the evidence 	  
4. The organisation of the report 	 

1 
1 
1 
3 
4 
5 
5 
8 

3. Early Saxon Graves and Grave Goods, 
by Elaine L. Morris and Tania M. Dickinson 
with contributions from lean Cook, Vera Evison, 
Lorraine Mepham, C. Mortimer, M. E. Hutchinson, 
B. Knight and S. R. Strongman 

1. Grave 1632: inhumation burial 1607 	86 
2. Grave 1612: inhumation burial 1651 	88 
3. Grave 1282: inhumation burial 1295 	95 
4. Discussion, by Elaine L. Morris and 

Tania M. Dickinson 	 96 
2. The Excavations 5. Anglo-Saxon pottery vessels from feature 1620, 
1. The Lower Enclosure 	  10 by Lorraine Mepham 	  97 

Introduction 	  10 
Yll 	  12 4. Pottery, by Lorraine Mepham 
Y12 	  15 1. Introduction 	  98 
R6 and R7 	  15 2. Methods 	  98 
R3. 16 3. Prehistoric pottery 	  99 
Other observations 	  17 4. Romano-British pottery 	  99 
Discussion 	  17 5. Saxon pottery 	  99 

2. The defences of the motte and bailey 	 19 6. Medieval pottery 	  102 
Introduction 	  19 Imported wares 	  102 
R2 	  20 Mainland wares of known type or source .103 
R4 	  21 Probable local wares 	  105 
Yl-Y4 	  22 Other fabrics 	  108 
R5 	  26 Vessel forms 	  110 
Y6 	  26 7. Post-medieval pottery 	  112 
Angle towers and knights 	  28 Imported wares 	  113 
R12 	  33 Coarse earthernwares 	  114 
R11 	  35 Slipwares 	  114 
Y7. 37 Staffordshire/Bristol wares 	  115 

3. The Interior of the Castle 	  41 Tin-glazed earthenware 	  115 
Introduction 	  41 Stonewares 	  115 
Sites in and around the great hall 	 41 Fine earthenwares 	  115 

R9. 	  44 8. Pottery of uncertain date 	  115 
R10 	  46 9. The ceramic sequence 	  115 
Y10 	  47 Phase 3 (Early-Mid Saxon) 	  118 
Discussion 	  51 Phase 4 (11th-early 12th century) 	 118 

Sites in the southern part of the bailey 	 51 Phase 5 (late 1 1 th-mid 13th century) 	 119 
Y5. 	  52 Phase 6 (mid 13th-14th century) 	 121 
R1. 	  63 Phase 7 (15th century) 	  122 
R8. 	  66 Phase 8 (16th-18th century) 	 122 
Discussion 	  67 10. Conclusions 	  123 

4. The historical background to the refortification 
of 1597-1601, by lack Jones 	 67 5. The Finds 

5. The artillery fortress 	  76 1. Catalogue of coins, jetons and tokens, 
Introduction 	  76 by Paul Robinson 	  132 
Y8 	  78 2. Objects of gold and silver, by A.P. Fitzpatrick .134 

v 



3. Objects of copper alloy, by A.P. Fitzpatrick . . .134 
4. Objects of lead, by A.P. Fitzpatrick 	139 
5. Objects of iron, by M.Fairbrother 	140 
6. Glass, by Rachael Seager Smith 	 155 
7. Stone, by Julie Lancley 	 160 
8. Ceramic building material, 

by Rosamund M.J. Cleal 	 1 64 
9. Fired clay, by Rosamund M.J. Cleal 	1 67 
10.Clay tobacco pipes, by Simon Brereton 	167 
11. Worked skeletal material, 

by Rosamund M.J. Cleal 	 173 

6. Environmental Evidence 
1. Analysis of the 1 lth-12th century animal bone, 

by Pippa Smith 	 177 
2. Bird bones, by Dale Sedeantson 	 182 
3. Land mollusca, by Michael J. Allen and 

Sarah F Wyles 	 185 
4. Marine Mollusca, by Sarah F. Wyles and 

Jessica Winder 	 185 

7. Discussion and Conclusions, by c.y.Young  
and Lorraine Mepham 

1. Introduction 	 189 
2. Phases 1 and 2: Pre-Saxon use of the site . . 	190  

3. Phase 3: the 6th century cemetery 	190 
4. Phase 4a and 4b: Late Saxon occupation and 

the Lower Enclosure 	 191 
5. Phase 4c: The castle of the Conquest period 	194 
6. Phase 5: the motte and bailey castle 	194 
7. Phases 6 and 7: the later medieval castle . . . 	195 
8. Phase 8: the 16th century castle 	196 
9. Material culture 	 196 
10.The castle and its hinterland 	 197 
11.Economic and social status 	 198 
12. Conclusions 	 199 

Appendix 1. Woorkes and reparacons, done upon 
her Graces Castles and forts within the Isle 
ofWighte, viz. At Caresbrooke,Yarmouth, 
Freshwater 	 201 

Appendix 2. Building accounts relating to the 
south bulwark, 1597-1598 	 207 

Appendix 3. A note on the petrology of some 
medieval pottery from Carisbrooke Castle, 
by D.EWilliams 	 209 

Bibliography 	 211 
Index, by Barbara Hird . 	 218 
Glossary 	 231 

List of Figures 

Fig. 1 Location maps Fig. 19 Sections of medieval lime kilns 
Fig. 2 Carisbrooke Castle, overall plan Fig. 20 Trenches in the interior 
Fig. 3 Carisbrooke Castle, all excavation trenches Fig. 21 Plan of trenches in and around the Great 
Fig. 4 Trenches relating to the Lower Enclosure Hall 
Fig. 5 Elevation: west face of Lower Enclosure Wall Fig. 22 Plan of undercroft of Great Hall (R9) 
Fig. 6 Sections of Lower Enclosure Wall and bank Fig. 23 Plan of Site Y10, west of the chamber block 
Fig. 7 Wall footing of Lower Enclosure gateway Fig. 24 Section across Site Y10 
Fig. 8 Trenches relating to the defences of the Fig. 25 Plan of the Early Saxon Cemetery 

motte and bailey Fig. 26 Phased plan of Site Y5 
Fig. 9 Conjectured original form of motte and Fig. 27 Features 260 and 1602 

bailey Fig. 28 Building 416 
Fig. 10 Partial radial section of motte ditch: section Fig. 29 Buildings 539/298 

of drain soakaway Fig. 30 Plan of R1 
Fig. 11 Plan of Sites Y1—Y4 Fig. 31 RI, section 
Fig. 12. Section through medieval building Fig. 32 R8, plan and section 
Fig. 13 Plan of Site Y6 Fig. 33 SiteY8, relating to the artillery fortress 
Fig. 14 Plan of the South-East Knight (The Fig. 34 Plan of the flanker battery 

Mountjoy Tower) Fig. 35 Sections of the flanker battery 
Fig. 15 Plan of the South-West Knight Fig. 36 Grave 1632 
Fig. 16 Plan, location and elevation of Site R12 on Fig. 37 Grave goods from grave 1632 

wall-walk above gatehouse Fig. 38 Grave 1612 
Fig. 17 Elevation of south wall of the gatehouse and Fig. 39 Grave goods from grave 1612 

plan Fig. 40 Grave 1282 
Fig. 18 Site Y7: lime kilns Fig. 41 Grave goods from grave 1282 

vi 



Fig. 42 Anglo-Saxon pottery vessels from feature Fig. 56 Iron objects: locks and keys 

Fig. 43 
1620 
Saxon and medieval pottery 

Fig. 57 Iron objects: structural ironwork, bindings, 
hooks, and chains 

Fig. 44 Medieval pottery Fig. 58 Iron objects: plate and miscellaneous pieces 
Fig. 45 Medieval pottery Fig. 59 Glass vessels 
Fig. 46 Post-medieval pottery Fig. 60 Stone architectural fragments 
Fig. 47 Post-medieval pottery: bellarmine jar Fig. 61 Portable stone objects 
Fig. 48 Copper alloy objects Fig. 62 Fired clay objects 
Fig. 49 Copper alloy objects Fig. 63 Clay pipes 
Fig. 50 Iron objects: arrowheads Fig. 64 Clay pipes 
Fig. 51 Iron objects: arrowheads Fig. 65 Worked bone and antler objects 
Fig. 52 Iron objects: armour and horse equipment Fig. 66 Animal bone: butchery evidence 
Fig. 53 Iron objects: horseshoes and personal items Fig. 67 Phase plans (phases 4-7) 
Fig. 54 Iron objects: implements Fig. 68 Phase plans (phase 8) 
Fig. 55 Iron objects: tools 

List of Plates 

Plate 1 
Plate 2 
Plate 3 
Plate 4 
Plate 5 

Plate 6 

Plate 7 

Plate 8 

Plate 9 

Plate 10 
Plate 11 
Plate 12 
Plate 13 

Plate 14 

Plate 15 
Plate 16 
Plate 17 

Plate 18 
Plate 19 
Plate 20 
Plate 21 
Plate 22 
Plate 23 
Plate 24 
Plate 25 
Plate 26 

Plate 27 
Plate 28 
Plate 29 
Plate 30 
Plate 31 
Plate 32 
Plate 33 
Plate 34 

Plate 35 

Plate 36 
Plate 37 
Plate 38 
Plate 39 

Plate 40 
Plate 41 
Plate 42 
Plate 43 
Plate 44 
Plate 45 
Plate 46 
Plate 47 
Plate 48 
Plate 49 
Plate 50 
Plate 51 
Plate 52 
Plate 53 

Plate 54 
Plate 55 

View of Carisbrooke Castle from the south 
Aerial view of Carisbrooke Castle 
The south bailey bank c. 1923 
East side of Lower Enclosure 
East bailey bank with Lower Enclosure Wall 
at base 
Lower Enclosure Wall on west side during 
reconservation 
Lower Enclosure Wall at base of east side of 
motte following collapse 
North west angle of footings of entrance to 
Lower Enclosure 
14th century curtain wall on east side of 
castle 
Site R4 during excavation of motte ditch 
Site Y4 
North wall of garage/coach house 
Site Y4: detail of north wall of garage/coach 
house 
14th century blocking wall and flanking 
tower across motte ditch 
Site Y6 
Site Y6, garderobe pit 
Mountjoy Tower, from south, during 
reconservation 
South-West Knight 
Site Y9, Norman angle tower 
Site Y9 
The gatehouse 
Site R11 
Site R11 
Site RI 1, rear wall of drawbridge pit 3 
Site RI 1, drawbridge pits 2 and 3 
View of area of site Y7 

Site Y7, lime kiln 1050 
Site Y7, lime kiln 1419 
The Great Hall 
East wall of Great Hall in the 1960s 
Site R9 
Site R9, wall of undercroft 
Site R9, stone pad 
Site R10, external face of west wall of Great 
Hall 
Site R10, external face of west wall of Great 
Hall 
SiteY10, yard surface 
SiteY10, drain 1149 
SiteY10, cistern 1158 
SiteY10, cistern 1158 with arch 
springer 1187 
SiteY5, phase 4b post holes 
SiteY5, ditch 260 
SiteY5, ditch 260 in section 
SiteY5, building 416 
SiteY5, building 539 
SiteY5, building 298 
South bastion 
East flanker battery, south bastion 
SiteY8 
SiteY8 
SiteY8, gun embrasure 848 
SiteY8, masonry pier 830 
Site Y8 after excavation 
SiteY8, west entry to sally port passage and 
rear of battery rear wall 
SiteY8 
Detail of part of the drinking horn mount 

vii 



List of Tables 

Table 1 

Table 2 

Table 3 
Table 4 
Table 5 
Table 6 
Table 7 
Table 8 
Table 9 
Table 10 
Table 11 
Table 12 
Table 13 
Table 14 

Table 15 
Table 16 
Table 17 
Table 18 
Table 19 

Concordance of numbering of Rigold's 
trenches with those used in this report 
Concordance of numbering ofYoung's sites 
with those used in this report 
Grouping of trenches within the report 
Summary of phasing 
Pottery: fabric totals by period 
Pottery: vessel form by fabric 
Pottery: fabric types by phase 
Pottery: vessel forms by phase 
Pottery: date range 
Copper alloy objects: lace tags by phase 
Copper alloy objects: pins by phase 
Lead objects: window cames by context 
Lead objects: shot by context 
Iron objects: types and numbers of 
arrowheads 
Glass: categories by phase 
Glass: distribution of dateable glass 
Glass: wine bottles by type 
Stone: architectural fragment by phase 
Stone: architectural fragments, stone type 

by phase 
Table 20 Stone: portable objects by phase 
Table 21 Ceramic building material: counts and 

weights by phase 
Table 22 Fired clay: counts and weights by phase 
Table 23 Fired clay: ceramic balls by phase 
Table 24 Clay pipes: types 
Table 25 Clay pipes: correlation of bowl types and 

stamps 
Table 26 Clay pipes: chronological breakdown of 

bowl types 
Table 27 Worked bone and antler objects: by phase 
Table 28 Animal bone: species distribution 
Table 29 Animal bone: ageing data 
Table 30 Animal bone: the wild mammals 
Table 31 Animal bone: Carisbrooke Castle assemblage 

compared with Portchester Castle 
Table 32 Bird bone: species distribution 
Table 33 Bird bone: the wild bird assemblage 
Table 34 domestic fowl: anatomical distribution 
Table 35 Marine Mollusca: the samples 
Table 36 Marine Mollusca: species distribution 

viii 



Acknowledgements 

Any excavation involves a large number of people, 
either as participants or affected by the work directly 
or indirectly. This is particularly the case with an 
excavation in the centre of a heavily-visited and 
inhabited castle. 

My thanks go first, therefore, to the works and 
custody staff of the castle and to successive directors 
and staff of the Isle of Wight Museum for their 
tolerance and very active support of the excavation. In 
particular, Peter Crouch, then Foreman at the Castle, 
was of immense help throughout the six years of the 
excavations. 

My thanks go also to my colleagues and in 
particular to Jonathan Coad in first the Department of 
the Environment and then English Heritage for 
asking me to undertake the excavation and providing 
the necessary resources for both the excavation and the 
production of this report. 

Over the six years of excavation, more than 200 
volunteers worked on the site. Their efforts and 
enjoyment of often spartan living and working 
conditions, made possible the results published here. 
In particular, my thanks go to the site supervisors over 
successive seasons, Sandra Bicknell, Mark Bowden, 
Miranda Gee, Jeanie Poulsen, PeterYeoman, and Judy 
Young and to the finds supervisors, Freda Berisford 
and Rosamund Young. 

After the excavation Sandra Bicknell, Mark 
Bowden, Miranda Gee, and Jeanie Poulsen all helped 
with the post-excavation work and I thank them also for 
this help. I am grateful also to colleagues in English 
Heritage, David Bachelor, P J Pike and Paul Roberts, 
for allowing me to use the results of their work in this 
report. 

The debt of gratitude owed to the various specialists 
will be obvious from their contributions in the report. 
I wish also to thank staff of Wessex Archaeology for 
their work, and particularly Vince Jenkins for ordering 
the archive in the first place, Lorraine Mepham for help 
with the finds, Elizabeth James for producing the 
drawings and Elaine Wakefield, photographer. I am 
especially grateful to Karen Walker for her editorial 
work on the report and to Julie Gardiner for seeing it 
through the press. 

Lastly I would like to thank those scholars who have 
allowed me use of their time and their knowledge. My 
particular debt to the late Stuart Rigold and to Jack 

Jones will be very obvious and my gratitude to them is 
deep. I would also like to thank Phil Andrews, Jonathan 
Coad, Philip Dixon and John Kenyon for reading this 
report and for making many helpful comments. Any 
remaining errors are entirely my responsibility. 

Lorraine Mepham adds, the analysis on which the 
pottery report is based has benefited greatly from 
previous work carried out by Dennis Mynard for 
Rigold's pottery, particularly that from the toiletries 
block (R1), and by Jeanie Poulsen forYoung's pottery. 
Their records are incorporated in the project archive. 
She would also like to thank Bob Thomson and 
Duncan Brown for valuable assistance with the 
imported wares, and for providing information on 
unpublished material from Southampton; and also 
Varian Denham, for discussing aspects of the medieval 
assemblage from Winchester prior to publication. 

Julie Lancley would like to thank David Beckett for 
identifying the stone types. 

The archive has been deposited at the Records 
Section of the Isle of Wight County Council, Isle of 
Wight. 

C.J. Young 
June 2000 

Photographic credits 
Plates 3, 5, 9, 10, 22-5, 31-5 are from Rigold's 

excavation archive, © Crown copyright 
Plates 6-8, 11, 13, 15-20, 27, 28, 36-45, 47-54 are 

from Young's excavation archive, © Crown 
copyright 

Plates 1, 4, 12, 14, 21, 26, 29, 46, are by Elaine A. 
Wakefield, Wessex Archaeology 

Plate 2, © Isle of Wight Council 
Plate 55, © Tania M. Dickinson 

Editor's note: A draft text of this volume was completed 
in 1991. All contributors were invited to update their 
reports in 1996 and the volume was submitted to 
external referees and to English Heritage for approval 
in 1997. Subsequently, circumstances beyond the con-
trol of the publishers delayed its publication until 2000. 
References were updated at proof but no rewriting of 
specialist contributions was permitted at this stage. All 
the contributors are thanked for their patience and 
forebearance. 

ix 



Summary 

Carisbrooke Castle is the only medieval fortification on 
the Isle of Wight and has retained importance 
ceremonially almost to the present day. Its buildings 
and defences are still well-preserved and spectacular. 
A series of excavations, watching briefs, and other 
interventions between 1921 and 1996, concentrated 
mainly 1959-969 and 1976-1982, have shed new light 
on the history and archaeology of the site, particularly 
on the period before 1100. 

The Castle lies on a hilltop in the centre of the 
Island, close to a focus of high status activity which goes 
back at least to the Roman period. Despite past 
suggestions of Roman and prehistoric activity, the 
earliest use of the hilltop itself found in these ex-
cavations was for a 6th-century Saxon inhumation 
cemetery, including one very rich burial. The first 
settlement was not until the late Saxon period, when 
the hilltop was fortified and large timber buildings 
erected inside it. The move to the hilltop and its defence 
was presumably a response to the increased insecurity 
of the 10th and 11th centuries, when the Island was 
raided on a number of occasions. 

After the Norman Conquest in 1066, the first castle 
was created by the construction of a ditch and bank 
cutting off one corner of the late Saxon defences. This  

in turn was replaced by the present motte and bailey 
around 1100. This had stone defences by 1136. Two 
lime kilns possibly associated with their building were 
found outside the castle gate. Two domestic buildings 
associated with the first use of the motte and bailey 
were identified but the presumed great hall of that 
period still eludes discovery. The castle appears to have 
assumed largely its present internal plan in the 13th 
century. 

The excavations provided evidence for modifica-
tions to the medieval defences in the 14th century and 
to the domestic buildings in the later 16th century. 
Light was also shed on the way in which Carisbrooke 
was turned into a modern artillery fortress between 
1587 and 1602. In particular, investigation of one of 
the flanker batteries on the new defensive circuit show-
ed it to have been a complex structure on two levels. 

Finally, the excavations at Carisbrooke have 
produced, for the first time on the Isle ofWight, good 
stratified sequence of artefacts for the medieval and 
post-medieval periods. In particular, it is possible now 
to characterise the supply of pottery to the Island and 
the significance of production centres on the Isle itself. 
Some indications have been revealed for the diet and 
food sources of the users of the castle. 

Resumé 

Le chateau de Carisbrooke est le seul château-fort medieval 
de l'ile de Wight et it a conserve une importance rituelle 
presque jusqu'a nos jours. Ses batiments et ses fortifications 
sont encore bien preservees et spectaculaires. Une serie de 
fouilles, d'inspections et autres interventions entreprises entre 
1921 et 1996, mais surtout concentrees entre 1959-1969 et 
1976-1982, ont jets une nouvelle lumiere sur l'histoire et 
l'archeologie du site, en particulier sur la periode anterieure 
A 1100. 

Le chateau se trouve sur un plateau au centre de l'ile, a 
proximite d'un centre ou se deroulait une activity de haut 
rang et qui remonte an moins jusqu'a l'epoque romaine. Bien 
qu'on ait suggere dans le passé que le site etait en activite 
l'epoque romaine et pendant la prehistoire, le plus ancien 
temoignage de l'utilisation du plateau lui-meme retrouve au 
cours de ces fouilles consiste en un cimetiere a inhumations 
saxon datant du 6eme siècle qui comprenait une tombe 
extremement riche. Ce n'est que vers la fin de la periode 
saxonne que le site fut occupe pour la premiere fois, a ce 
moment-1A, le plateau fut fortifie et on erigea a l'interieur de 
grands batiments en bois. On suppose que l'occupation 
demenagea sur le plateau et le fortifia en reaction a rinse-
curite croissante qui regnait aux 10erne et lleme siecles,  

periode pendant laquelle l'ile fut a plusieurs reprises l'objet 
d'attaques et de pillages. 

Apres la conquete normande de 1066, on vit apparaitre 
le premier château, on creusa un fosse et on construisit un 
talus qui coupait un des coins des fortifications de la fin de 
l'epoque saxonne. Cette structure fut a son tour remplacee 
par les douves et les lices actuelles vers 1100. En 1136, le 
château etait entoure de fortifications en pierre. Deux fours 
a chaux, decouverts a l'exterieur de la porte du château, sont 
peut-etre associes a leur construction. On a identifie deux 
batiments a usage domestique associes a la premiere utilisa-
tion des douves et des lices, mais la presumee grande salle de 
cette periode echappe toujours a la decouverte. C'est au 
13eme siècle que le château semble avoir en grande partie 
adopts le plan interieur que nous lui connaissons aujourd'hui 

Les fouilles ont fourni des temoignages de modifications 
apportees aux fortifications medievales au 14eme siècle et aux 
batiments domestiques dans la deuxieme partie du 16eme 
siècle. On a egalement mis en lumiere la maniere dont Caris-
brooke a ete transforms en forteresse d'artillerie moderne 
entre 1587 et 1602 En particulier, l'etude d'une des batteries 
de flanquement sur la nouvelle enceinte de defense a montre 
qu'il s'agissait d'une structure complexe, sur deux niveaux. 

x 






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































