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The Solent-Thames region, comprising Buckinghamshire, Oxfordshire, Berkshire, 
Hampshire and the Isle of  Wight, is a recent combination of counties which provide 
a north-south transect across Central Southern England, and offer fresh insights 
into the past.  Drawing upon county assessments, and written by eminent period 
specialists, this volume presents an overview of the current state of archaeological 
knowledge within this region from Palaeolithic times to the present day. 

This region contains some of the most important sites in England: the remarkable 
early Mesolithic settlements along the Kennet valley, the hillfort at Danebury and 
its environs, the Roman town of Silchester and the cemetery of Lankhills, and the 
Saxon and medieval towns and cities of Southampton, Winchester and Oxford. 
Portsmouth houses arguably the most important ships in the naval history of 
Britain, and includes the best-preserved Tudor warship, the Mary Rose. Blenheim, 
seat of the Dukes of Marlborough, is a World Heritage site of international renown.

Following the assessments are a series of research aims and priorities both for 
specific periods and for wider cross-period themes, an indispensable tool for anyone 
contemplating research in this region. It is one of a series covering the whole of 
England published with the support of English Heritage.
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xviii

The Solent-Thames region, as recently defined by
central government, comprises five counties from north
to south: Buckinghamshire, Oxfordshire, Berkshire,
Hampshire and the Isle of Wight, providing a N-S
transect across Central Southern England. This area
includes a varied geography, from the Cotswolds in the
north across the chalklands of the Berkshire Downs and
the heathlands of Hampshire to the south coast. It does
not follow previous regional divisions of England,
instead aiming to provide fresh insights into the past
through the grouping of existing administrative units in
a new combination.

This volume presents the first two phases of the
Research Framework project for this region. The first is
an assessment of the current state of archaeological
knowledge within this region from Palaeolithic times to
the present day, the second a series of research aims and
priorities both for specific periods and for wider cross-
period themes. It starts with an introduction explaining
the current organisation of information about the past in
the region, and a brief introduction to the environmental
archaeology of the Solent-Thames area. Following this,
two chapters are devoted to each major chronological
period, the first presenting an overview of the resource as
currently understood, the second a Research Agenda for
future work. There is then a brief conclusion.

In several of the chronological periods, this region
contains some of the most important and best-
researched sites, or groups of sites, in England. These
include the remarkable series of early Mesolithic settle-
ments along the Kennet valley, the hillfort at Danebury

and its environs, the Roman town of Silchester and the
cemetery of Lankhills, and the Saxon and medieval
towns and cities of Southampton, Winchester and
Oxford. The region has strong royal links in the medieval
period, resulting in the preservation of Windsor Forest
and the New Forest, and Oxford was the capital for King
Charles I during the English Civil War. Arguably the
most important ships in the naval history of Britain are
housed at Portsmouth, including the Mary Rose, the
best-preserved Tudor warship in Britain. Among the
many country estates, Blenheim Palace, the seat of the
Dukes of Marlborough, is of international renown. More
recently, this region has been the focus of political
dissent during the Cold War, around the nuclear facili-
ties at Greenham Common and Upper Heyford. 

The Resource Assessments are written by eminent
period specialists, drawing upon county assessments
prepared by local experts, which can be found online at
http://oxfordarchaeology.com/research-projects-by-name/
217-solent-thames-research-framework. The Research
Agendas are organised under the same headings as the
Resource Assessments, and the research questions are
numbered for ease of reference. 

The volume is one of a series covering the whole of
England, and is published with the support of English
Heritage.  It aims to draw together the results of
developer-funded, purely academic and local research
within this region, and to place the results in the context
of current research. It is hoped that it will be useful to
all those contemplating, planning or undertaking future
archaeological work within the region.

Summary
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La région du Solent-Tamise, comme définie récemment
par le pouvoir central comprend 5 comtés repartis du Nord
au Sud : le Buckinghamshire, l’Oxfordshire, le Berkshire, le
Hampshire et enfin l’île de Wight, créant  une section
transversale N-S qui traverse l’Angleterre méridionale en
son centre. Cette zone dessine une géographie diversifiée,
à partir des Cotswolds au nord puis sillonne les hauteurs
crayeuses des collines du Berkshire ainsi que les landes de
l’Hampshire jusqu’à la côte sud. Elle ne suit pas les
anciennes divisions régionales de l’Angleterre, mais
cherche au contraire à offrir de nouvelles perspectives du
passé grâce au regroupement des unités administratives
existantes en un nouvel agencement.

Ce volume rassemble les deux premières phases du Projet-
cadre de recherche de cette région. La première phase
constitue une évaluation de l’état actuel des connaissances
archéologiques au sein de la région des temps paléolithiques
à nos jours ; la deuxième offre une série d’objectifs et de
priorités de recherche concernant à la fois des périodes
spécifiques et des sujets plus vastes portant sur plusieurs
périodes. Une  introduction initiale explique l’organisation
actuelle de l’information sur le passé de la région, suivie par
une brève introduction sur l’archéologie paléoenvironnemen-
tale de la région Solent-Tamise. Le volume enchaîne avec
deux chapitres consacrés à chaque grande période chrono -
logique, le premier proposant un panorama des ressources
telles qu’elles sont appréhendées aujourd’hui, le second un
programme de recherche en vue de travaux futurs. Le tout
s’achève par une courte conclusion. 

Pour plusieurs des périodes chronologiques, cette
région conte certains des sites, ou groupes de sites, les plus
importants et les mieux documentés d’Angleterre. Parmi
ces derniers, on répertorie la remarquable série d’habitats
du mésolithique ancien le long de la vallée de la rivière
Kennet, la colline fortifiée de Danebury et ses environs, la

ville romaine de Silchester et le cimetière de Lankhills, sans
oublier les villes anglo-saxonnes et médiévales, plus ou
moins grandes, de Southampton, Winchester et Oxford. A
l’époque médiévale, la région jouit de solides liens royaux
dont résultent la bonne conservation de la Forêt de
Windsor et de la New Forest, puis Oxford comme capitale
du roi Charles Ier durant la guerre civile britannique. Les
navires les plus importants de l’histoire navale de la
Grande-Bretagne sont sans doute à Portsmouth, dont la
Mary Rose, le mieux préservé des navires de guerre Tudor
en Grande-Bretagne. Parmi de nombreux domaines, le
palais de Blenheim, siège des ducs de Marlborough, est de
renommée mondiale. Plus récemment, pendant la guerre
froide, la région est au cœur d’un désaccord politique,
autour des installations nucléaires de la RAF Greeham
Common et de la RAF Upper Heyford.

Les Evaluations des ressources, rédigées par d’émin ents
spécialistes par période, font usage des évaluations
régionales préparées par des experts locaux. Ces docu -
ments peuvent être consultés en ligne à l’adresse suivante
thehumanjourney.net/pdf-store/sthames. Les Programmes
de recherche sont organisés sous les mêmes rubriques 
que les Evaluations de ressources ; enfin les questions
relatives à la recherche sont numérotées pour faciliter la
consultation.

Ce volume fait partie d’une série de publications sur
l’ensemble de l’Angleterre et est publié avec le soutien de
l’English Heritage, l’organisation chargée du patrimoine. Il
vise à rassembler les résultats de différents types de
recherche dans la région, recherche financée par les
promoteurs, purement universitaire ou locale, et situe ces
résultats dans le contexte de la recherche actuelle. Cet
ouvrage devrait être utile à tous ceux qui envisagent,
planifient ou souhaitent entreprendre des travaux
archéologiques dans cette région.

Résumé
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Die Solent-Thames-Region, wie sie kürzlich durch die
Zentralregierung festgelegt wurde,  besteht von Norden
nach Süden aus fünf Grafschaften: Buckinghamshire,
Oxfordshire, Berkshire, Hampshire und die Isle of Wight
und bietet somit einen N-S Durchschnitt durch den
zentralen Teil Südenglands. Dieses Gebiet besitzt eine
abwechslungsreiche Landschaft, von den Cotswolds im
Norden, über die Kreidelandschaften der Berkshire Downs
sowie die Heideflächen von Hampshire bis hin zur
Südküste. Dieses Gebiet stimmt jedoch nicht mit früheren
regionalen Gebieten Englands überein, und bietet somit
die Möglichkeit durch die Präsentation des Kulturerbes
noch bestehender Verwaltungseinheiten in einer neuen
Kombination die Gelegenheit für neue Einblicke in die
Vergangenheit.

Dieser Band stellt die ersten beiden Phasen des
Forschungsrahmen-Projektes für diese Region vor. Die erste
umfasst eine Auswertung des archäologischen Wissens -
standes des Gebietes vom Paläolithikum bis zum heutigen
Tag, während die zweite Phase eine Reihe von Forschungs -
zielen und -prioritäten beinhaltet, die sowohl für spezifische
Epochen als auch für epochenübergreifende Thematiken
definiert worden sind. Der Band beginnt mit einer Ein -
leitung, welche die derzeitige Organisation der Information
über die  Vergangenheit der Region erklärt, sowie einer
kurzen Einführung  zur Umweltarchäologie der Solent-
Thames-Region. Hierauf folgen zwei Kapitel, die den
chronologischen Haupt epochen gewidmet sind. Während
das erste dieser Kapitel einen Überblick über die Quellen,
wie sie momentan verstanden werden, bietet, beinhaltet das
zweite ein Forschungsprogramm für zukünftige Arbeiten.
Anschließend folgt ein kurzes Schlusskapitel.

Dieses Gebiet umfasst einige der wichtigsten und am
intensivsten untersuchten archäologischen Stätten bzw.
Gruppen solcher im ganzen England. Diese schließen die
bemerkenswerten früh-mesolithischen Stätten entlang des
Kennet Tals, die neolithischen und bronzezeitlichen
Monumentkomplexe bei Stanton Harcourt und Dorchester-
on-Thames, die Bergfestung und deren Umgebung bei

Danebury, die römische Stadt Silchester und den Friedhof
von Lankhills, sowie die sächsischen und mittelalterlichen
Städte Southampton, Winchester und Oxford ein. Das
Gebiet hatte im Mittelalter enge königliche Beziehungen,
woraus sich die Konservierung des Windsor Forest und des
New Forest ergab, und zudem galt für König Charles' I.
Oxford als Hauptstadt während des englischen Bürger -
kriegs. Die vermutlich wichtigsten Schiffe der britischen
Schifffahrtsgeschichte sind in Portsmouth untergebracht,
und zu diesen zählt die Mary Rose, das besterhaltene
Kriegs schiff der Tudorzeit in Großbritannien. Zu den zahl -
reichen Landgütern gehört der Blenheim Palace, der Sitz
des Herzogs von Marlborough, welcher von internationalem
Ruhm ist. In jüngerer Zeit, während des Kalten Krieges,
stand das Gebiet im Mittelpunkt einer politischen
Auseinandersetzung, vor allem wegen der kerntechnischen
Anlagen bei Greenham Common und Upper Heyford.

Die Auswertungen der Quellen wurden von angese-
henen Wissenschaftlern mit Spezialisierung auf die
einzelnen Epochen verfasst, die sich dabei auf Bewertungen
der Grafschaften durch Lokalexperten stützen. Diese
stehen im Internet aufhttp://oxfordarchaeology.com/
research-projects-by-name/217-solent-thames-research-
framework zur Verfugung. Zur besseren Orientierung sind
die Forschungsprogramme unter denselben Überschriften
wie die Quellenbewertungen angeordnet; die Forschungs -
fragen sind nummeriert.

Dieser Band gehört zu einer ganz England umfassenden
Reihe, welche mit der Unterstützung von English Heritage
sowie der Förderung durch ALGAO South East heraus-
gegeben wird. Ziel ist es, die Ergebnisse der archäologis-
chen Untersuchungen in der Region zusammenzufassen,
gleichgültig ob sie durch Unternehmer finanziert, rein
akademisch, oder einfach örtliche Untersuchungen sind,
und diese Ergebnisse in  Zusammenhang mit den aktuellen
Forschungen zu stellen. Es ist zu hoffen, dass dieser Band
für alle nützlich sein wird, die zukünftige archäologische
Arbeiten innerhalb dieser Region erwägen, planen, oder
gerade durchführen. 

Zusammenfassung
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The Solent-Thames Research Framework project was
initiated by the South East Regional Group of the
Association of Local Government Archaeological Officers
(ALGAO) who, with English Heritage encouragement,
held a regional discussion seminar, organised a tender
competition for its management and funded the first
project design. A number of its members went on to form
part of the Steering Group. In particular we would like to
acknowledge the unceasing interest and encouragement of
Sandy Kidd (Buckinghamshire County Council), who
chaired the group from its formation and its other ALGAO
representatives: Duncan Coe, Brian Giggins, David
Hopkins, Fiona Macdonald, Paul Smith and Ruth Waller.
We are also grateful for the active support of all ALGAO
member authorities and their staff in the project area:

Berkshire Archaeology, representing Windsor and
Maiden head, Reading, Bracknell Forest, Slough and
Wokingham

Hampshire County Council 
Isle of Wight Council 
Milton Keynes Council 
Oxford City Council
Oxfordshire County Council
Southampton Council
Test Valley Borough Council 
Winchester Council
West Berkshire Council 

English Heritage provided core funding. Kathy Perrin,
English Heritage’s co-ordinator for most of the project’s
life, was extremely supportive and provided invaluable
advice from her experience of working with other research
frameworks. Latterly, Helen Keeley filled this role.
Dominique de Moulins, Chris Welch and Richard Massey
represented English Heritage’s South East Region on the
Steering Group.

Other active members on the Steering Group were
Mary Oliver (representing the voluntary sector), Nigel
Pratt and Sarah Orr (representing HER officers), David
Hinton (representing higher education) and Steve Ford
(representing contracting archaeologists). With the other

members of the group, they provided very helpful sugges-
tions during the different phases of the project and
commented on draft documentation.

Thirty-eight contributors wrote the 40 period county
contributions, seven writing more than one. They are
acknowledged at the heads of the Resource Assessment
chapters and we are extremely grateful to them for
attending seminars and using their knowledge to
summarise the resource of their county and helping to
draw up the Research Agenda items. 

Without the contributions of our Lead Authors, this
volume would not have been completed. We owe a huge
debt of gratitude for their interest and participation in the
project and that they have been able to bring their
extensive knowledge to bear on the heritage environment
of the Solent Thames.

Most of the work that went into this project was
undertaken by very busy people in their own time and is a
testament to their dedication to the historic environment of
the Solent Thames region. Other work was funded by
English Heritage, county archaeological services in the
region, university institutions, Oxford Archaeology and
Wessex Archaeology. A number of institutions also
provided venues for seminars at little or no cost and we
would like to acknowledge Reading University, Reading
Museum, the Ashmolean Museum, English Heritage and
Oxford Archaeology.

The Research Framework was set up to engage a very
wide range of people with an involvement and/or interest in
the historic environment of the area, whether professionals
or members of the public. Many attended seminars, read
online documentation and sent in their comments and, to
all these people, we would like to extend our thanks. 

The volume was copyedited by Tim Allen, who would
like to thank all those who supplied plates. The figures were
produced by Gary Jones, and the plates and cover were
compiled by Julia Collins. Translations of the summary
were made by Nathalie Haudecouer-Wilkes (French) and
Anna Hodgkinson (German). 

We hope that the results published in this volume justify
the work and enthusiasm that has been devoted to its
production.
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body of large farm buildings of various sizes that
represent significant monastic or institutional invest-
ment on farming. As long ago as 1979 James Bond
commented on the small size of those surviving on the
Abingdon Abbey estates in relation to those of other
Benedictine abbeys, and how these might reflect
differing management practices (Bond 1979, 64-5). This
remains a fruitful area for future study. Examples such as
those at Swalcliffe and Enstone (Oxfordshire)
demonstrate the quality of such buildings in their
masonry or carpentry (Munby and Steane 1995). It is
probable that many more remain to be discovered.

Manor houses from castles to bishop’s palaces and
modest moated houses have been studied as long as
medieval archaeology has been a matter of interest. They
can present bewildering complexity (Windsor Castle
and Broughton Castle near Banbury), surprising sophis-
tication (Upton Court, Slough) and aesthetic interest
(Sutton Courtenay ‘Abbey’) (Thornes 1988; Currie
1992). The excavations at the Bishop of Winchester’s
palaces has been mentioned above.

Urban building

As with rural vernacular, town houses and other buildings
have benefited from a generation of close study, and much
more is known, but more remains to be found.In Oxford
a succession of domestic buildings has been recognised,
from late-Saxon houses with sunken floors (similar to
York’s Coppergate houses), through stone houses of the
12th century, and to later stone halls with timber-framed
fronts. The appearance of jettied and storeyed buildings is
general from the 13th century across the region, with a
difference in scale from larger towns (eg Oxford) and

smaller (Thame). The appearance of ‘wealden’ houses in
towns and market centres in Oxfordshire, Berkshire and
Hampshire may represent a fashion or a particular use (as
inns for example). The varieties of style and planning can
be seen in the increasing number of hall houses being
recognised in Hampshire; these are of course easier to
discover when timber-framed, and there may be many
more medieval stone houses awaiting recognition. Typical
later medieval survivals include inns (Aylesbury, King’s
Head; Oxford, New Inn) and town houses of prominent
families (Buckingham, Castle House). In Oxford there are
distinctive academic ‘halls’ in which students lived, but
little different from other house types. Guildhalls and
court houses such as those at Aylesbury and Long
Crendon north of Thame (Plate 15.4) are modified for
use of large public rooms, while colleges and almshouses
are adapted for individual use (more like retainer’s
lodgings in large domestic establishments). In Oxford as
elsewhere the survival of cross-vaulted cellars can be
linked to the known sites of wine taverns. The Undercroft,
Southampton is cross-ribbed. Inns may be distinguished
from large storage cellars, several of which were identified
in the survey of Southampton, by the presence of
fireplaces (Faulkner 1975).

The quantum of survival is an interesting and largely
unexplored topic, which depends on many factors such
as destructive urban fires and the later economic history
of the town. There are more medieval houses in
Winchester, few in Oxford, more in Abingdon than
many equivalent places, though fieldwork in Hampshire
is constantly producing new examples. In Oxford more
houses are known from documentary sources or from
their representation on topographical drawings than
exist now (and this is particularly notable with the
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Plate 15.4  Long Crendon Courthouse, Buckinghamshire, copyright Jill Hind



evidence for early stone houses). Medieval cob-walled
buildings do not survive in the region’s towns, but
excavation has shown that these were an important
element of the townscape in the suburb of St Thomas at
Oxford (Roberts 1996; Hardy 1996; Cook 1999), and a
particularly well-preserved example was found under
one of the castle ramparts at Wallingford (Dewey and
Dewey 1977, 36 and 38; Christie and Creighton 2013,
Plates 5.21-26).

Ceremony, ritual and religion

Monastic houses

Like castles, monasteries have attracted much archaeo-
logical attention, but continue to produce new aspects for
study in addition to supplying answers to old questions.
Many sites remain little known with much uncertainty as
to the location of the churches or monastic buildings. 

The ancient monastic centres were at Abingdon,
Dorchester and Winchester, the last two being cathedrals.
Concentrations of urban houses were to be found at
Oxford, Reading, Winchester and Southampton (including
friaries), and of others in the Thames valley and along the
south coast, with a scattering of all sorts in the countryside
(especially nunneries). Reading was favoured by royal
travellers moving west from Windsor, and Oxford was a
centre of monastic as much as secular learning. Winchester
was the centre of a Diocese reaching as far as Southwark

(though much of Berkshire was in the Diocese of
Salisbury), and the Lincoln Diocese encompassed both
Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire, having moved from
Dorchester after the Conquest. While the most impressive
(if poorly known) ruins are to be found at Reading (Plate
15.5), re-used churches survive at Romsey, Dorchester
and Oxford, the last a minor Augustinian priory (St
Frideswide) resurrected as a cathedral. At Notley, Thame
and Titchfield, significant portions of the more usable
buildings were incorporated in 16th century houses.
Archaeological work has been uneven. Geophysical survey
has been used on the abbey church and cloister at
Abingdon (Allen 2011), exploratory work with geophysics
(and dendrochronological dating) has located buildings at
Wherwell, Hampshire, and a series of rescue observations
were employed to recover the plan at Bicester, Oxfordshire
(Hinton 1968, 1969; see Fig. 13.1 for location). Major
excavations have been carried out at Reading Abbey,
Winchester Old Minster and Hyde Abbey, the Greyfriars
and Blackfriars in Oxford, Missenden and Bradwell
Abbey, Buckinghamshire (Lambrick 1985b; Bucks
County Museum 1984-5). Older excavations and observa-
tions, eg at Goring, Oxford shire and Burnham, north-west
of Slough, Bucking hamshire, are also valuable. 

Subsidiary monastic buildings in precincts and in
rural granges have been studied at Gorefields, Bucking -
hamshire, where a monastic grange had apparently
originated as a nunnery, at Faringdon Wyck, Oxford -
shire, where the Beaulieu Abbey grange had a group of
barns as large as the surviving example at Great
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Plate 15.5  Reading Abbey dormitory, Berkshire, copyright Jill Hind



Coxwell, and at Dean Court, Cumnor, west of Oxford,
where the economy of a small grange of Abingdon
Abbey could be explored (Allen 1994). At Dean Court
and at Charney Bassett only one wing of the 14th
century granges still survives, but more intact survivals
include the Abingdon Abbey range of domestic and
service buildings, the ‘Pilgrim’s Hall’ at Winchester
(Crook 1991), and the small remnant of Oseney Abbey
(Oxford). 

Hospitals

The lowest common denominator of religious founda-
tions was the Hospital, present in most towns or on
travel routes, and besides there were hermitages and
occasional anchorites.

While major medieval hospital buildings still exist in
use at St Cross, Winchester, the character of most
smaller hospitals is imperfectly understood, though parts
of the infirmary hall and subsidiary buildings were
excavated at the Hospital of St John, Oxford (now
Magdalen College) (Durham 1991). The survival of the
15th century church, almshouse and school at Ewelme,
Oxfordshire is unusual. 

Numerous collegiate buildings of a quasi-monastic
plan continue in use at Eton College, Berkshire,
Winchester School, and in the University of Oxford.

Parish churches

The parish church has for long been the subject of
study, from the early interest in tombs and heraldic
memorials, to the rebirth of medieval archaeology in the
early 19th century, when the art and architecture of the
parish church and its numerous fittings became the
object of intense investigation and record. Some key
aspects of this study took place in this region as a result
of the interest in Gothic architecture promoted by the
Oxford Society and J. H. Parker’s publications, as a
result of which there are copious drawings and
photographs of churches throughout the region.
Publications on wall paintings, stained glass, church
plate and bells have continued from the 19th to 20th
centuries. Only Buckinghamshire and Oxford city
benefited from RCHM inventories with systematic
descriptions of all churches, while the complete Victoria
County History accounts of Berkshire, Buckinghamshire
and Hampshire, and the 14 volumes of Oxfordshire
contain substantial church histories and descriptions.
Pevsner’s Buildings of England series, with second
editions for Buckinghamshire, Berkshire and Hampshire
provide more recent accounts. 

The much more recent interest in the (below-ground)
archaeology of churches has added much to our
understanding of their potential, and yet there is
enormous scope for further work. Very few aspects of the
church as a cultural indicator have been mapped or
studied in regional terms, even though church types
(such as the ‘wool’ church, steeples, or the early two-cell
parish church) are well known. 

The place of the church in relation to the parish and
village plan has been a matter of interest as has origins
in relation to the history of the manor and parish. The
existence of a vicarage, rectory or rectory farm and other
parochial buildings may be significant aspects, as is the
patronage of Religious or lay rectors in building works.
The existence of private chapels in houses is another
aspect of personal devotion that can be also be seen in
the proliferation of manuscript Books of Hours and
devotional objects. 

Cemeteries

The thousands of burials in parish, monastic and
cathedral churchyards are an important resource for
human anatomy and anthropology. Burial groups are
divided between the religious and the laity, and among
the latter the rich are often buried in separate, more
prestigious locations than the rest. Despite the large
numbers of medieval abbeys and churches, there are
very few large cemetery groups excavated in the region,
and less that are published. Of the towns, Winchester is
best served, and here a group of more than 1000 individ-
uals was excavated at St Swithun’s cathedral priory
(Kjølbye-Biddle 1992). Other smaller groups have been
excavated but not yet published, from the Benedictine
nunnery of St Mary Nunnaminster and from Hyde
Abbey (Scobie in prep). 

A number of groups, mainly of the religious, has been
excavated and published from the cathedral and the
friaries at Oxford, of which the largest (c.100) was at the
Oxford Blackfriars (Lambrick 1985b). An assemblage of
approaching 100 medieval bodies of lay people was
found at the church of St Peter-le-Bailey (Webb and
Norton 2009), and there is also a group from the chapel
of St George at Oxford Castle. One of the largest groups
in Oxfordshire is that of approaching 1000 bodies from
the lay cemetery at Abingdon Abbey (Plate 15.6), but
although specific studies have been carried out (eg
Wakely 1993; Duncan 2000), this is still not fully
published.

There are no large cemetery excavations published
from Buckinghamshire, although the Anglo-Saxon
cemetery at Wing continued into the 12th century
(Holmes and Chapman 2008). Outside Winchester, one
of the largest studies in Hampshire has been the
cemetery of more than 250 individuals associated with
the church of the lost settlement at Hatch Warren,
Basingstoke (Fasham et al. 1995). On the Isle of Wight
only one medieval cemetery, that at Flowers Brook,
Steephill, has been excavated. About 40 individuals were
recovered, but this is not published. 

Burials from medieval hospitals are a significant
source of information about disease, poverty and other
social issues. Studies from the region include a group
from the Litten cemetery, Newbury, Hampshire
(Clough 2006), and the very recent excavation of the
cemetery of the Hospital of St John at Oxford. Other,
more specialist groups include the cemeteries of leper
houses, but none of these has been comprehensively
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investigated. A small group has been examined from the
leper hospital of St Margaret at High Wycombe (Farley
and Manchester 1989).

There were few racial minorities in the region in the
medieval period, the most notable being the Jewish
community. A Jewish cemetery of 88 individuals,
mostly subadults, was excavated at Mews Lane,
Winchester (Winchester Archaeology Service 1995
archive). The approximate location of the cemetery of
the medieval Jewish community in Oxford is known,
but no bodies have yet been found. Much remains to
be learnt about the diet, lifestyle and life expectancy of
Jewish people in medieval England, and in the Solent-
Thames region.

Religious practice and pilgrimage

Places of veneration, including shrines and holy wells are
numerous. In this class may be included preaching and
market crosses, and features found in and around parish
churches. Portable objects of veneration, such as pilgrim’s
badges and religious souvenirs (eg lead ampullae for holy
water) are not infrequent finds and have often been
recorded under the Portable Antiquities Scheme.

Warfare, defences and military installations

The early defences of the pre-conquest burhs were the
origin of later town walls at Oxford, Wallingford and
Winchester, which were maintained and refurbished
perhaps largely for reasons of status. Later walled towns
include Southampton and Portsmouth (very late), both
necessary for their coastal setting, but apparently no
other towns in Berkshire or Buckinghamshire thought
provision of defences worth the expense. Although
defended towns are few their standing remains have
perhaps received less attention than buried sections; the
Southampton defences have been the subject of a study,
but the standing remains in Oxford have been less
investigated than the remains of the outer part of the
double wall in the north-east sector. The castles of the
region are varied in character (Table 15.2); the larger
numbers of them in Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire
perhaps reflects seigniorial choices in providing fortified
homes, and the prevalence of early castles of the Anarchy
in the mid 12th century, most of which are earthwork
castles.

Much remains to be learnt from castles, which range
from early earthwork constructions to royal and seignio-
rial centres such as Windsor. The survival of above-
ground evidence is remarkable at Windsor but is
paralleled elsewhere in less exalted form. On the other
hand, castles’ level of survival particularly in urban
environments is not good, and the loss of Banbury Castle
in several phases of development has been unfortunate,
while the discoveries at Oxford Castle have shown how
much of the medieval castle had been lost to the prison
phase (while late-Saxon material had survived). 

Excavations at castles such as Wallingford, Windsor,
Winchester, Portchester, Southampton, Carisbrooke,
Banbury and Oxford have produced important results
(Plate 15.7) showing the complexity of development
(Windsor and Portchester) and of origins (Caris brooke),
including the pre-castle phase at Oxford. At Portchester,
Oxford, Winchester and Windsor excavations have been
undertaken alongside studies of standing fabric and
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Plate 15.6  Excavation in the lay cemetery of Abingdon
Abbey, Oxfordshire, copyright OA

Table 15.2  Numbers of castles by county

Type Berkshire Buckinghamshire Hampshire Isle of Wight Oxfordshire

Masonry 3 1 10 (7+3) 3 7
Earth 11 23 12 - 9
Unknown 3 1



documentary sources. Less work has been undertaken
on minor and earthwork castles: Jope undertook
pioneering excavations eg at Ascott Doilly and
Deddington (Jope and Threlfall 1959; Ivens 1984), and
mottes have been investigated at Middleton Stoney,
Oxfordshire (Rahtz and Rowley 1984), and Weston
Turville, Buckingham shire. Windsor and Portchester are
the principal extant castles, with significant remains to
be seen at Winchester and Oxford and individual

structures at Donnington (Plate 15.8), Berkshire and
Boar stall, Buckinghamshire; the very impressive medi -
eval mansion at Broughton Castle, Oxfordshire has
perhaps less claims to ‘castle’ status. 

The current interest in the concept and status of the
castle is producing a burgeoning literature, though a
wish to discount the defensive aspects of castles is given
the lie by the repeated upgrading of coastal defences in
the light of invasion threats and actual attacks (eg at
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Plate 15.7  Excavation at The Round Table, Windsor, Berkshire and reconstruction: upper part copyright T Tatton-Brown,
drawn by Jill Atherton with additions; lower part copyright OA



Southampton, Portchester/Ports mouth, and Isle of
Wight). Increased risk on the south coast meant that in
the early 16th century Henrician castles or defences
were provided at Portsmouth, Hurst Castle and the Isle
of Wight (East and West Cowes, Sandown and
Yarmouth). Other and possibly more productive areas of
concern include castles and their landscape setting as
manors with adjacent villages and fields, parks and
forests (eg Portchester), and the relationship of castles to
major seigniorial establishments, such as the king’s
houses and the ‘palaces’ of bishops and magnates, and
the relationship to landholding and household mobility.
At a lower level, concerns for security play a part in the
prevalence of moated homes.

Material culture

The indicators of material culture range from the size
and status of buildings (whether churches or domestic
buildings) to the assemblages of finds from different
types of sites indicative of life style and status, personal
adornment, and diet. Differing rates of survival make it
hard to compare the building stock, but notable instances
such as the prevalence of cruck houses in Long Crendon,
Buckinghamshire and the quality of early housing in
Harwell and Steventon, Oxfordshire are important
reminders of the level of sophistication that medieval
‘vernacular’ building could reach. How these buildings

were used, and what they contained, is less well
understood than their structure, while their furnishing
and decoration only become better known in the 16th
century from the evidence of probate inventories. 

With personal adornment and domestic objects the
evidence is overwhelming, and small finds can be seen as
important indicators of consumer activity and
purchasing power in rural and urban households.
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Plate 15.8  Aerial view of Donnington Castle, copyright Cambridge University Committee for Aerial Photography

Plate 15.9 A Medieval copper-alloy and enamelled heraldic
harness pendant (PAS IOW-3594A1). The arms of this
pendant were borne by Sir Walter de Beauchamp Knt., 
of Alcester, lived c. 1255–1303, copyright Frank Basford



Perhaps the most interesting recent development has
been the results of the Portable Antiquities Scheme, and
the realisation of the quantity of small metal objects that
have been found, eg from the Isle of Wight over 600 new
items including ‘coins, seal matrices, buckles, harness
pendants, brooches, purse bars, strap fittings, tokens,
padlocks, cloth seals, keys and steelyard weights’ (Plate
15.9). Much remains to be done, even at a basic compar-
ative level of, say, the published finds from rural
Buckinghamshire (at Milton Keynes) and a major urban
centre (Winchester). Comparison of material culture can
also be made by consideration of the differences between
monastic and military sites, as the analysis of finds from
Carisbrooke Castle has shown (Young 2000). Pottery
dominates the excavated finds, and allows continuing
study of the varieties and quality of pottery usage, with
implications for activity and status (and an increasing
understanding of production and marketing). 

Trade and industry 

Building materials

The bulk production and distribution of building
materials will always have been a major enterprise.

Stone

Stone quarrying is important in the Jurassic belt for fine
limestone and stone slates, as also in chalk areas for chalk
rubble and clunch. From the 11th century at least these
have been carried by road and river along the Thames
Valley, while materials from Dorset, Devon and Cornwall
and the Isle of Wight have been delivered by sea. 

Cotswold building stones from the Burford/
Taynton area of Oxfordshire have been exploited from
before the Conquest for fine quality building and
sculptural stone, and the quarries around Oxford
(Headington and Wheatley) were also well used in the
later medieval period, and convenient of access for local
use and export to Windsor and London. Although large
areas of extant quarries (eg Taynton and Headington) are
well known and easily identified, many other local
sources were used whose existence is less obvious unless
large stone pits are recognised (eg in Wytham,
Oxfordshire). The identification of stone types in
buildings is important in this respect (eg Berkshire
churches). The Isle of Wight had important resources of
stone (limestone and Greensand) at, for example, Quarr
and Binstead, that readily leant themselves to coastal
distribution in Hampshire and Sussex and are found in
several cathedrals, churches and castles. The winning of
stone slates was a specialised industry, which came to be
centred at Stonesfield, Oxfordshire where the quarry pits
are still extant. 

Chalk digging in Buckinghamshire and Berkshire
would always have been a more local process at any
point where the material could be easily reached, and
with more prominent sites like that at Bisham (used for
Windsor) close to river transport. 

Brick and tile

Clay resources were widely available throughout the
region, and exploited for the production of bricks and
tiles. Brick was increasingly important in the medieval
period, with important early examples of the use of brick
from the 15th century (Windsor, Berkshire, Eton,
Buckinghamshire and Ewelme, Oxfordshire). However,
the means and location of production is poorly
understood, though it may be that as at Eton College the
workshop for production and firing of bricks was
specially established for the project. There are documen-
tary references to production of bricks at Slough, Brill
and Tingewick west of Buckingham, but these are not
otherwise verified. 

The allied trade of floor tile production is well-known
from long study of the distribution of products in
churches and major secular buildings of the region, but
production is less well understood, with the exception of
the Penn industry in Buckinghamshire. A recent study
(Keen 2002) has emphasised the prominence of the Penn
tiles industry, with an extensive distribution in south-east
England including prominent royal sites at Windsor,
Westminster and the Tower of London. In Hampshire tile
kilns are recorded at Highclere and have been excavated
at Andover. The production of roofing tiles may have
been more closely related to pottery, as at Olney and
Latimer in Buckinghamshire where both were produced
in succession on one site (Mynard 1984).

Timber 

The region was well-supplied with timber, in forests,
woods and hedgerows, and its exploitation for construc-
tion is well attested in documentary sources and in
surviving buildings. It is also known that timber was
imported from outside the region, as with the acquisi-
tion of an entire wood from Cakeham in West Sussex for
Windsor Castle in the 1350s, while the importation of
oak and softwood planks from overseas (especially the
Baltic) for doors, shutters and panels was a substantial
trade throughout the later medieval period. The
surviving timber elements of buildings are an important
resource for documenting the origins and conversion of
the material, to complement the information on supply
and transport gained from building accounts. Accounts
also emphasise the use of wood products (eg bark and
branches for tanning). 

A major wood product was firewood, required for
heating and cooking in town and country throughout
the region. Best documented is London’s timber trade,
which encompassed wood from the Chilterns that was
carried down river from Henley to London, but
supplies to towns like Winchester and Oxford can only
have been possible with a widespread and ordered
management of woodland resources. Wood products on
a domestic level must have been a considerable industry
in aggregate, if largely evidenced by the survival of
carved and turned items in waterlogged deposits. A
carpenter’s workshop of the 14th century excavated at
Whaddon, Bucking ham shire contained remains of
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turned bowls illustrating all stages of the process
(Griffiths 1979). 

An increase in industrial activities, in both the urban
and rural context, requires increasing and sometimes
specialised fuel. The examination of charred plant
remains, and of charcoals in particular, will help to
define the nature of the fuel and tinder, and the presence
of managed woods, pollarding and coppicing.

Productive industries

Pottery 

Pottery production sites remains somewhat elusive.
Discoveries suggest that the pottery industry involved
both large and small-scale production. The industry at
Brill, Buckinghamshire is well documented and partly
excavated (Mellor 1994), while suspected locations at
Nettlebed in the Chilterns and sites near Leafield in
Wychwood remain to be located. A site in Berkshire has
been discovered at Ashhampstead Common (Mepham
and Heaton 1995), and another at Camley Gardens,
Maidenhead (Pike 1965), while ‘imports’ from nearby
industries in Wiltshire and Surrey were not infrequent.
Exotic imports occur mostly in relation to port sites as
at Southampton, while late medieval imports of for
example German stoneware became widespread across
the region.

Cloth

Cloth production was perhaps a major element in town
economies in earlier centuries, and re-emerged in small
towns and rural areas in later centuries, but its archae-
ology is hard to identify beyond the records of dyeing,

fulling (mills) or tenter fields, most notably recorded in
the Brooks Street excavation in Winchester. Cloth
industries were also a favoured enterprise in the 16th
century for re-using monastic sites.

Leather

Tanning was another major urban activity of which
relatively few traces have been reported despite being a
reasonably well documented trade (as was the more
specialised parchment making trade recorded in Oxford
and Winchester). Tanneries have been excavated at
several places in the region, for example the late medieval
example at Fordingbridge, Hamp shire, at Reading,
Berkshire (Ford et al. 2013; Plate 15.10) and at Abing -
don, Oxfordshire (Pine and Taylor 2006)

Iron and metalworking

Despite good documentation and a wide assemblage of
artefacts, the production sites and technology associated
with these industries are not well understood, though
traces of bloomeries and iron-working are occasionally
encountered, as at Olney, Buckinghamshire. Much of
the production may have been small-scale, and village
blacksmiths were in all probability ubiquitous
throughout the region as well as urban smiths, making
nails, horseshoes, and iron parts for wooden machinery
(eg mills and wheels).

Salt

Salt carried from the Droitwich brine wells along the
numerous ‘salt ways’ will have served much of the
northern end of the region, but the south coast and Isle
of Wight was a major production area for salt from
coastal evaporation pans, especially around Portsmouth
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harbour, and is well-documented at Portchester. The
industry is documented from Domes day, and survived
long enough to appear on 18th century maps, eg at
Lymington (Keen 1989). Salt-making becomes a
relatively major industry and sites on the Solent
coastline at locations such as Pennington provide the
opportunity to examine the nature of the estuary fringes
(the physical environment), the modifications made to
harness salt water and brine, and the technology and
fuel (charcoal) required to help in any of the evaporation
processes. These activities may be conducted during
periods of increased salinity of the local soils, or can
themselves result in such increases, changing their
nature and fertility.

Processing

Milling

Mills, that is watermills, were very numerous by the time
of Domesday Book (1086) throughout the region
(except where water was lacking), and must be
accounted one of the great achievements of Anglo-
Saxon technology, together with the re-routing of water
sources to reach them. Many of these will have been on
the site of later mills, whose ponds and leats may be
much older than the present structures. There may have
been a change from horizontal to vertical-driven wheels
in the late-Saxon period. Excavations at High Wycombe
and Reading have revealed traces of early mills (Ford et
al. 2013). Oxford castle mill was observed in 1930 and
more recently destroyed without record. On the south
coast there were tidal mills (eg at Portchester), though
their documented use was interrupted by changing tidal
conditions in the 14th century.

Windmills are as likely to have appeared first in this
region as anywhere in England, when they came into use
in the late 12th century (eg at Dinton, Bucking ham shire,
c. 1180). Much can be learned of their character from a
study of the earlier post-medieval survivals (as at Brill),
while mill footprints are a not unusual find (eg Great
Linford, Bucking hamshire) 

Fulling mills operated in areas of cloth production (eg
on Hampshire rivers and on the Kennet in Berkshire) but
there is little evidence of the physical remains, even where
sites have continued in use, though much of their may
have been similar to those of corn-mills.

Water environments

There is an increase in mills on rivers, and of manage-
ment of rivers (leats etc) for milling and other industrial
purposes. In addition there may be management of
waterways, and cutting of, for example, Ranunculus to
promote water flow to aid fishing. Thus there is the
direct evidence of changing nature of watercourses,
water flow, and the river-bed and river-side environ-
ments, but also there is the potential that this may have
a wider impact on the floodplain. Thus the development
of rivers, river systems and management of watercourses

and their implications and impact upon flooding regions
and the nature of floodplains, should be considered a
theme that requires addressing.

Transport and communications

River

The River Thames was a significant transport route, but
its navigability can be hard to demonstrate: for example,
the use of Taynton stone in the White Tower does not
prove use of the full length of the Thames for stone
transport. Weirs and mills were certainly a hazard to
navigation (and so mentioned in Magna Carta), and the
difficulty of navigation between Oxford and Reading is
thought to have led to the increased importance of Henley
as the transhipment port for the cereal grown in the south
midlands and destined for London. Henley and other
local ports (Marlow and Hedsor) were used for exporting
Chiltern products such as firewood and tiles, while the
restricted upstream distribution of middle Thames
Berkshire pottery of the 12th to 13th centuries suggests
less was travelling upstream. The use of smaller rivers such
as the Kennet in Berkshire and Great Ouse in
Buckinghamshire is poorly understood, though the former
had wharfage in Reading near its Thames confluence, and
documentary evidence has demonstrated the supply of
large amounts of cloth from Newbury to London in the
late medieval period (M Yates 2007).

Roads 

Road transport was always more important than is
allowed, whether by pedlar, packhorse or two-wheeled
cart. The medieval road network will have been well
established with the development of the urban and
market system, and is attested by eg routes followed by
royal progresses in the Thames valley. Changes in the
importance of routes include the creation or upgrading
of the route to the newly created Portsmouth in the late
12th century (A3), and the development of long-
distance routes such as Southampton to the midlands
and London to Coventry (A5). Roads are poorly under -
stood archaeologically, especially where they have
remained in use, though surviving earthwork evidence of
local roads and tracks may be obvious in deserted or
shrunken settlements. The most obvious surviving
evidence for medieval main roads is in related structures
such as bridges, and their associated hospitals, chapels
or hermitages. Thames bridges are necessarily sparse,
though more abundant upstream. The sequence of fords
and bridges at Oxford has been well studied, and its
situation has always required long causeways associated
with narrower bridging points. In Buckinghamshire
there was a series of bridges along the Great Ouse (some
14 by AD1350), and a series of causeways from
Aylesbury to Wendover. A hospital was founded on the
bridge at Stony Stratford in Milton Keynes, and there
was a bridge hermit on Oxford’s Grandpont. 
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Sea and coast 

The south coast of Hampshire/Isle of Wight has always
been important for overseas trade, coastal trading, and
for cross-channel shipping routes to Normandy and
beyond. Interest has concentrated on medieval South -
ampton, which has abundant archaeological evidence
for the receiving and storage of goods, much exotic
pottery, and a richly documented participation in
international trade. The predominance of the main
accounting port should not draw away from other
nearby places the possibility that they were also engaged
in trade. On the Isle of Wight quays have been identified
both from remains and documentary sources.
Environmental evidence of trade and imports can be
recognised where there is evidence of exotics in the form
of spices, but not in other areas, eg imported livestock,
the recognition, origin and dating of which is important
in characterising the medieval economy of the region.

Use of the south coast ports for overseas trade is an
obvious topic, but the coastal trade may have been a
greater bulk (demonstrated by the distribution of objects
such as Purbeck marble mortars), and will have involved
many small landing places as well as large ports.

Marine and maritime environment

The development of harbours provide the potential for
examining waterlogged contexts relating to the maritime
environment, but may also contain materials from the
dryland docks. The sediments may provide long pollen
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records relating to the land-use and vegetation history in
and around the docks and their interfluves, as well as
waterlogged structural timbers and plant remains. 

The maritime link obviously provided the landing
point for imports, but also for marine fishing which is
well-known at this time as evidenced from South -
ampton. Studies of fish bones from harbour sites where
immediate preparation may occur, or of market sites (eg
Southampton) provide important information about
local and regional economies, and also provide data
about national fishing strategies and economy at this
time (Barrett et. al. 2004).

Ships and boats 

One medieval lighthouse survives on St Catherine’s Down,
Isle of Wight (Plate 15.11). Wrecks are known from the
coasts of the Isle of Wight, but mostly from documentary
sources. Existing wrecks of importance include the Harry
Grace-Dieu in the Hamble, and the Mary Rose, now the
object of detailed study, and on display in its own museum.
By contrast, the development of river boats from the
medieval Thames ‘shouts’ to the post-medieval ‘western
barges’ and punts is not well understood, though it is
believed that the ‘Blackfriars 3’ boat from the London
Thames is a shout. A medieval logboat is displayed in the
River and Rowing Museum at Henley. Ship-building was
carried out on the Hampshire coast, and a dry dock is
recorded at Portsmouth in King John’s reign. 

The Mary Rose provided significant understanding
about Tudor land-based economies for the provisioning
of the ships, via detailed studies of the animal bone
(butchery, preparation and packaging of salt beef etc),
fish bones (preparation of salt cod), and other food stuffs
(waterlogged plant remains of apples, plums, pepper
corns etc). The possibility exists via DNA and other
studies to start to examine specific crop genetics and
species types and development, eg the choice of apples
and plums chosen to provision the vessel. Waterlogged
plant remains provided details of the clothing, hay and
straw stuffing for of shoes and bedding, and the pollen
giving evidence of the land-based environment as well as
the defining the vegetative nature of the sail fabric
(hemp/nettle). 

Information from naval vessels indicates the
industrial scale of food production and preparation 
to provision and victual these vessels and fleets, telling 
us more about the land-based economy needed to
supply them, than about the vessels themselves (Allen
2005). 

The potential for medieval and post-medieval boats is
high, and the Mary Rose provides an exemplar (Plate
15.12), but other recent investigations have sadly not
engaged with archaeological science, to the detriment of
the comprehension of the vessel itself, but more
importantly the key crucial and rare insights to the land-
based economy and material provisioning the vessels. 
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16.1  Introduction

The major geographical divisions of the region have been
well described, and necessarily include a varied cross-
section of southern English geology, soils and land forms:

Downland scarp fronts/wooded backs

Clay vales/gravelled river valleys: champion land

Forested areas on clays/sands

Sandy/clay heaths and wastes. 

16.1.1 Environmental determinism is unfashionable
but at some level is foolish to ignore where
so often land-use reflects the soils,
topography and situation. These factors 
need to be considered more explicitly in
future research. Political and economic
factors of land-ownership also have an
important role in this period, and there is
often historical evidence allowing them to 
be better understood.

16.1.2 From large-scale regional considerations 
there is also a need for better understanding
and definition of the local pays – eg 
Banbury shire, Otmoor, the Forest of Bere,
the east Berk shire or Whittlewood, and of 
the extent to which human land-use and 
zones of activity occupy or traverse the
margins of topographic divisions such as
scarp slopes and the boun daries of forests
and wastes. Even such a relatively compact
area as the Isle of Wight has great variety 
of landscape types.

16.1.3 The historic landscape character of these pays
needs to be studied, but in greater depth than
the contemporary HLC mapping, and with
inputs from archaeology and landscape
history, and the large quantity of post-
medi eval data for the early modern
landscape. From this can arise an under -
standing of whether there were in reality
typical settlement/landuse types for these
areas, or if they were just as often variable
and changing over time.

16.2  The nature of the evidence

Within the setting provided by geography, soils and
vegetation, the material culture of the medieval period is
represented by extant, ruined, and buried remains; by
visual representations in art (glass, painting, sculpture);
and by description or indication in written sources
(charters, surveys, accounts, narratives). Environmental
and scientific studies add another dimension. 

None of these uniquely explains what happened, but
while a combination of evidence may make a rounded
story, it is still the case that any one type of evidence may
provide a unique witness of an event. It would seem
unwise to promote an ‘archaeological’ research pro -
gramme based solely on buried evidence for material
culture, without considering the desirability of docu -
mentary and archaeological/art-historical/architectural
studies.

There is an abundance of documentary sources, as
there are buildings and art-works, waiting the attention
of those who take the trouble to find them. For all future
research projects in this period, 

16.2.1 Evidence from documentary sources needs to
be integrated with the physical evidence, and
each allowed to challenge the other.

16.2.2 Consideration of art and art-historical studies
should be included.

16.3  Chronology

The political and social shock of the Norman Conquest
provides a firm enough date for the commencement of
the later medieval period in England, if a slightly fuzzy
one for significant change in material culture. Likewise
for the end in the mid-16th century, the political and
social shock of the ‘age of plunder’ (Hoskins) was
accompanied by a profound economic reorganisation of
land and resources, which approximates to changes in
housing (the end of the hall house). 

In the bigger picture, however, and disregarding the
rise and fall of feudalism, and the elimination of the
small landowner, the cultural milieu of the English
countryside (manor and church, beast-drawn ploughs
and manual haymaking) may be seen as a continuum,
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established before and after the Norman Conquest, but
broken only by the First World War. To aid the chrono-
logical definition of research in the late medieval period,
therefore, 

16.3.1 Milestones for the region within the
continuum of economic and social develop-
ment need to be identified.

16.4  Landscape and land use

Field survey, excavation and collection of environmental
data remain the most obvious approaches, though
making use of the wealth of documentary sources is a
necessary adjunct. For river valleys, a prerequisite of
effective research may be to define the precise nature of
groundwater conditions and flooding. This will make it
possible to define areas that were suitable for permanent
settlement, for seasonal settlement or for grazing, or
areas where evidence of medieval archaeology is sealed
below alluvium, making it invisible by normal archaeo-
logical reconnaissance methods. It will also allow us to
chart the changing extent of land of these different types
across time within this period. The following require
further investigation:

16.4.1 The chronology of development and
character of field systems and their relation-
ship to settlement across the region needs to
be further explored.

16.4.2 The character and organisation of ridge and
furrow; field drainage.

16.4.3 The relation of surviving ridge and furrow to
early field maps.

16.4.4 Identification of ‘lost’ ridge and furrow from
old APs and LIDAR survey.

16.4.5 Evidence needs to be gathered for the
extension of arable into forests and onto
downland; assarts and early enclosure; hedge
dates and types.

16.4.6 The management of water resources: water
meadows and leats for mills.

16.4.7 The location of fishponds and fisheries; their
relation to weirs and mills/ bridges.

16.4.8 Canals and artificial water bodies.

16.4.9 Sea fishing and coastal fish weirs/traps.

16.4.10 Deer farming and parks; deer leaps and traps;
stud farms; rabbit warrens.

16.4.11 Forests and chases; the bounds of the true (as

well as the legal) forests; their topography and
service buildings.

16.4.12 Timber cultivation and transportation;
woodland banks and divisions.

16.4.13 Provision and marketing of firewood and
charcoal.

16.4.14 Use of different cereal grains; introduction of
rivet wheat; brewing.

16.4.15 The production of fodder such as the cultiva-
tion of common vetch and the importance of
oats require further consideration

16.4.16 The growth of horticulture; the development
of trade in herbs and spices for both culinary
and medicinal use. 

16.4.17 Rural settlements with anoxic conditions are
rare – samples from these should be targeted,
and analysed with particular attention to site
formation processes. 

16.4.18 Changes in fauna of major rivers in relation
to pollution and habitat loss should be
investigated. 

16.5  Social organisation

Documentary evidence is the major source of informa-
tion about social organisation during this period, but it
is seldom possible to rely on this to develop a picture of
everyday life, particularly for the lower ranks in society.
Integration of archaeology and records is essential.
Some aspects of life, such as migration patterns and diet,
can be informed by modern scientific approaches, which
will include the following:

16.5.1 Stable isotope analysis of burials to investigate
origins and diet may provide information of mig -
ration patterns and immigration from overseas. 

16.5.2 Variations in diet may also reflect differences
in social status and location in town/country.

16.5.3 The study of faunal remains, both by quanti-
tive analysis and through analyses such as
deficiencies evident in teeth or bones, should
be routinely pursued for an indication of diet.

16.6  Settlement

Rural settlement

National and regional studies of settlement types and
patterns are beginning to appear, especially valuable



where they cross county boundaries, while it is as well to
remember earlier multi-volume syntheses such as the
Domesday Geography and the Cambridge Agrarian History
of England which abound with useful information.

Topics and questions remain familiar from those
raised long ago by Maitland (1897), Seebohm (1913),
Gray (1915) and Hoskins (1955), though the data (on
early field systems for example) has greatly increased.
These include:

16.6.1 The origins and nature of nucleated village
settlement.

16.6.2 The need to extend village morphology
studies from Buckinghamshire to other areas.

16.6.3 The origins/continuation of dispersed 
settlement.

16.6.4 Continuity and contrast between Chiltern and
Berkshire downs (fringe settlements on scarp
edges).

16.6.5 Types of settlement on forest edges and
commons.

16.6.6 The nature of dispersed settlement as
farms/granges/moats/hamlets.

16.6.7 The character, distribution and chronology of
moats.

16.6.8 Village shrinkage and abandonment; change
from hamlets to farmsteads.

16.6.9 Evolution of ‘farming counties’, possibly
origination before the Black Death.

Manorial sites

Manorial sites have attracted attention because of their
prominence, but fundamental questions remain. These
comprise:

16.6.10 The origins of manorial sites, their chronology
and their relation to village formation.

16.6.11 Reasons for the abandonment of manorial sites.

16.6.12 The character of manorial sites (moated,
relation to village plan).

16.6.13 Better definition of special types (eg royal
manors, castles, ecclesiastical granges etc).

16.6.14 The character of peripheral settlements
attracted to moated sites, granges, etc.

16.6.15 The character and status of manorial/gentry
buildings. 

Towns

This region has seen a significant quantity of excavations
in large towns, some exemplary but still not all
published. Small town surveys in the 1970s promoted
agendas for action that have often been disregarded, and
the successor surveys are more colourful but perhaps no
more informative, while the questions remain. Key
among these are the following.

16.6.16 What were the reasons for the survival and
persistence of urban sites from the early
medieval period?

16.6.17 What factors influenced the origins and
growth of the principal towns?

16.6.18 How did the hierarchy of large and small
towns, markets and ecclesiastical centres
(former Minster towns) develop?

16.6.19 What was the distribution of markets and
fairs, and why?

16.6.20 How does the topography and plan form of
towns differ, and what are the key differences
between small and large towns?

16.6.21 How did tenement patterns develop, and
what was their relation to field patterns?

16.6.22 Where were the town fields and commons?
How did they relate to liberty and parish
boundaries?

16.6.23 What were the drivers for the formation of
new towns, and for town extensions and
retractions?

16.6.24 How does the survival of deposits vary within
and between towns? How did the size of a town
affect the management and disposal of waste?

16.6.25 Were there differences in the living conditions
between small towns and larger conurbations,
and if so, in what did these consist?

16.7  The built environment

Rural building

The study of vernacular architecture has been a remark-
able instance of a popular academic endeavour over the
last half century, achieved in the absence of any organised
research framework as a self-supporting empirical
activity and producing a huge increase in knowledge and
understanding. The more recent addition of widespread
dendrochronological dating and more systematic
research projects on specific topics has sharpened the
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edge of our understanding. More research is however
needed on the following topics:

16.7.1 The quality of buildings, framing/roof types as
indications of class/status.

16.7.2 Rebuilding as reflecting wealth/agricultural
change.

16.7.3 Changing building techniques in timber,
stone and brick, and the chronology and
distribution of use of different materials.

16.7.4 Crucks and box frames, and in particular, the
chronology and distribution of framing types.

16.7.5 The chronology of the end of the construc-
tion of open halls, and of the start of the
construction of continuous jetties.

16.7.6 Chronology and distribution of roof types,
and in particular the change from crown-post
to queen-post roofs.

16.7.7 Dating of buildings in local areas/regions as 
a guide to the chronology of change (eg
recovery from Black Death).

16.7.8 Understanding regional differences in survival
rates (eg extant stock of early peasant houses
in Harwell and the Vale of White Horse, and
of hall houses around Winchester).

16.7.9 The plan forms of farmsteads and the nature
of subsidiary buildings, especially barns associ-
ated with monastic/institutional landlords.

16.7.10 The identification of ‘squatter dwellings’ on
?commons and wastes.

16.7.11 Buildings identified in written and pictorial
sources. 

Urban building

As with rural vernacular, town houses and other
buildings have benefited from a generation of close
study, and much more is known, but more remains to be
found. Topics that need further study include:

16.7.12 The origins and development of urban
housing types (plan, gables and ridges in
relation to streets).

16.7.13 Character and ranking of town houses.

16.7.14 Warehouses and storage cellars.

16.7.15 Origins of inns (wealdens used as); taverns in
special cellars.

16.7.16 Halls of gilds and buildings of institutions.

16.7.17 Hospitals, colleges and almshouses. The
association of hospitals with urban settlement
in particular is currently insufficiently
appreciated. 

16.7.18 Location and character of parish churches
and friaries.

16.7.19 Lost buildings identified in written and
pictorial sources.

16.7.20 The development of specific building types
using different materials in particular areas of
towns and cities, and their relationship to
social identity and status

16.10  Ceremony, ritual and religion

Monastic houses

Like castles, monasteries have attracted much archaeo-
logical attention, but continue to produce new aspects
for study. Fundamental elements that still require study
include:

16.10.1 The relation of pre-conquest churches to later
churches and claustral buildings.

16.10.2 The character and chronology of major
buildings.

16.10.3 Better understanding of subsidiary buildings,
economic activities, water management and
gardens.

16.10.4 Monastic life, diet, health and death.

16.10.5 Minor monastic and related sites (moated
monastic sites).

16.10.6 Barns and granges.

16.10.7 Failed or temporary monastic houses.

Parish churches

The parish church stands at the fountainhead of modern
archaeology, and yet even after 150 years of study has
much to reveal. Very few aspects of the church as a
cultural indicator have been mapped or studied in
regional terms, even though church types (such as the
‘wool’ church, steeples, or the early two-cell parish
church) are well known. The study of the spatial distribu-
tion of these and other patterns of church types, together
with the chronology of church building and rebuilding,
the regional patterns of masonry and carpentry, of
decoration, tracery and sculpture would be worthwhile.
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Aspects that require particular attention include:

16.10.8 The chronology of church
building/rebuilding and its relationship to the
evolving liturgy.

16.10.9 Study of patrons and rectorial works to fabric.

16.10.10 Regional patterns of church types and
chronology.

16.10.11 Location of church in village/parish plan.

16.10.12 Change from parochia to parish, and the role
of chapels.

16.10.13 Regional patterns of masonry, decoration,
windows, sculpture.

16.10.14 Chronology and types of roof, screens and
seating.

16.10.15 Church monuments, plate, bells and windows.

16.10.16 Churchyards and their features; burials.

16.10.17 Rectory and Rectory farms; vicarages.

16.12  Warfare, defences and military 
installations

The early defences of the pre-conquest burhs were often
the origin of later town walls, and though defended
towns are few their standing remains have perhaps
received less attention than buried sections.

Similarly much remains to be learnt from castles,
which range from early earthwork constructions to royal
and seigniorial centres such as Windsor. Their level of
survival particularly in urban environments is not good.
The modern fashion for discounting the defensive
aspects of castles is given the lie by the upgrading of
coastal defences in the light of invasion threats (eg
Southampton, Portchester/Portsmouth, and the Isle of
Wight). The following measures should be prioritised:

16.12.1 Surviving sections of town defences need to
be recorded.

16.12.2 Reconsideration of castle remains and sites,
particularly in towns across the region, is
needed.

16.12.3 The measures taken to upgrade medieval
(and earlier) defensive sites, particularly on
the coast, during the later medieval period,
should be further studied in relation to
contemporary events in political relations
with the continent.

16.12.4 Given the importance of royalty in the region,
castles should be considered in relation to
major seigniorial establishments, such as the
king’s houses and the ‘palaces’ of bishops and
magnates.

16.12.5 More investigation should be made of the
relationship of castles and their landscape
setting as manors with adjacent villages and
fields, parks and forests (eg Portchester).

16.13  Material culture

Perhaps the most interesting recent development has
been the results of the Portable Antiquities Scheme, and
the realisation of the quantity of small metal objects that
have been found. Pottery dominates the finds from
excavations.

16.13.1 There is still a need for further study of the
varieties and quality of pottery usage. 

16.13.2 Small finds can be seen as important indica-
tors of consumer activity in rural and urban
households, and evidence for the influence of
overseas trade and proximity to London may
be identifiable. They may also indicate the
presence and movement of noblemen and
their retinues within and beyond the region.
These lines of enquiry should be pursued.

16.13.3 Whether these influences also affected changes
in use and status of pottery or whether they
were the result of wider economic and social
change should be investigated.

16.14  Trade and industry 

Discoveries suggest that the pottery industry involved
both large and small-scale production. There are
important early examples of the use of brick (Eton and
Windsor; Ewelme) and likewise floor tiles are very
prevalent in institutional buildings. Stone quarrying is
important in the Jurassic belt for fine limestone and
stone slates, as also in chalk areas for chalk rubble and
clunch. Stone types have been identified in some areas
(eg Berkshire churches). 

Cloth production was a major element in town
economies and later in rural areas, but its archaeology is
hard to identify, whether in relation to dyeing, fulling
(mills) or tenter fields. Tanning was another major urban
activity and in some places parchment was produced.
Milling is widespread, and mills are best known from mill
leats and post-medieval windmills. 

Other products include coastal salt, iron and
woodworking, from small domestic objects to ships.
Despite good documentation and a wide assemblage of
artefacts, the production sites and technology associated
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with these industries are not well understood. The
following should be actively sought:

16.14.1 Means and location of manufacture of small
metal objects.

16.14.2 Patterns of marketing of small metal objects.

16.14.3 The location of the more persistent and the
temporary production sites for pottery.

16.14.4 The means and places of production of brick
and floor tiles.

16.14.5 Distribution of structures using brick and
floor tiles should be examined for evidence
of the sources of the materials, and the
distance that these materials were
transported ie the range of each industry.

16.14.6 Identification of quarry locations.

16.14.7 The means of transport (coastal, river and
road) for stone.

16.14.8 Urban tanning sites and production of
parchment.

16.14.9 Origins of fibre production.

16.14.10 Evidence for the survival of horizontal mills.

16.14.11 Distribution of coastal tidemills.

16.14.12 Salt production sites and the technology that
they employed.

16.14.13 Identification of ironworking sites.

16.14.14 Production sites for wooden objects,
including ships.

16.14.15 Study of the markings on casks as a means to
identify their origins, and thus inform
patterns of trade.

16.14.16 Identification and study of shipwrecks and
their cargoes.

16.14.17 Mason’s marks should be studied, not only
to assist in understanding the orgainisation

of labour on major building projects, but also
to investigate the movement of craftsmen
and decorative styles.

16.15 Transport and communications

Use of the south coast ports for overseas trade is an
obvious topic, but the coastal trade may have carried a
greater bulk of materials (demonstrated by the distribu-
tion of objects such as Purbeck marble mortars). Use of
the Thames is harder to demon strate, and the use of
Taynton stone in the White Tower does not prove use of
the Thames for stone transport. Weirs and mills were
certainly a hazard to navigation (and so mentioned in
Magna Carta). The difficulty of navigation between
Oxford and Reading is thought to have led to the
increased importance of Henley as the transhipment
port for the cereal grown in the south midlands and
destined for London, just as it was anyway for exporting
Chiltern products such as firewood. Although it had
wharfage in Reading, and despite documentary informa-
tion showingthe links between Newbury and London for
the cloth trade in the later medieval period, the use of
the Kennet, and of other smaller rivers within the
region, is poorly understood.

Road transport was always more important than is
allowed, whether by pedlar, packhorse or two-wheeled
cart. The following should be research priorities:

16.15.1 Evidence for coastal and overseas trading
ports, which will inform patterns of exchange
within Britain and with the continent.

16.15.2 Wharves and other evidence for river
transport should be investigated wherever
possible to demonstrate how the major rivers
of the region functioned

16.15.3 River craft from this period are not well
recorded and evidence for Thames barges,
‘shouts’, punts etc. should be more actively
sought.

16.15.4 Evidence for the creation, diversion and
maintenance of waterways and for industries
such as milling and fisheries is needed.

16.15.5 The extent of road transport and bridges in
the region needs further investigation,
including evidence from documentary records.
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Chapter 17

The Post-Medieval and Modern Period 
(AD 1540 onwards): Resource Assessment

by Jill Hind

Introduction

The period from 1540 to the present encompasses a vast
amount of change to society, stretching as it does from
the end of the feudal medieval system to a multicultural,
globally oriented state, which increasingly depends on
the use of Information Technology. This transition has
been punctuated by the protestant reformation of the
16th century, conflicts over religion and power
structure, including regicide in the 17th century, the
Industrial and Agricultural revolutions of the 18th and
early 19th century and a series of major wars. Although
land battles have not taken place on British soil since the
18th century, setting aside terrorism, civilians have
become increasingly involved in these wars.

The period has also seen the development of capit -
alism, with Britain leading the Industrial Revolution and
becoming a major trading nation. Trade was followed by
colonisation and by the second half of the 19th century
the British Empire included vast areas across the world,
despite the independence of the United States in 1783.
The second half of the 20th century saw the end of
imperialism. London became a centre of global
importance as a result of trade and empire, but has
maintained its status as a financial centre.

The Solent-Thames region generally is prosperous,
benefiting from relative proximity to London and good
communications routes. The Isle of Wight has its own
particular issues, but has never been completely isolated
from major events. The historic counties of Oxfordshire,
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, Hampshire and the Isle of
Wight were already long established political units by
the start of the period, although the Isle of Wight was
officially part of Hampshire from the late 19th century
until 1974. The boundaries of the other counties also
remained essentially unaltered until the second half of
the 20th century.

Since then the biggest changes have taken place in
Berkshire. In the 1974 local government reorganisation
a large area of land in the Vale of the White Horse was
transferred to Oxfordshire, and at the same time the
Slough area was transferred to Berkshire from
Bucking hamshire. At this point Bournemouth was also
transferred from Hampshire to Dorset. In 1998 Berk -
shire was split into six Unitary Authorities, Bracknell
Forest, Reading, Slough, West Berkshire, Windsor and
Maidenhead and Wokingham (Fig. 1.1). Bucking -

hamshire too was changed by the creation of the
Milton Keynes Unitary Authority. Portsmouth and
Southampton are also now Unitary Authorities. 

Inheritance

This period begins in c. 1540 when Henry VIII was
carrying out his reformation of the Church of England
and following the dissolution of the monasteries in
1536-39. The Church had been a major landowner in
the Solent-Thames region. The change to secular
ownership initially had little impact on the pattern of
settlement and land use that existed in the mid 16th
century, although those areas that had been directly
farmed as part of monastic estates naturally saw some
change as a result.

A bigger change was the deliberate slighting of former
monastic buildings, many of which were plundered for
their materials or converted to new (usually domestic)
uses. Hampshire in particular contains some fine
examples of former monastic buildings transformed into
fine country houses, examples including Mottisfont,
Netley and Titchfield. Further changes occurred with
the dissolution of chantries and hospitals after 1547,
several of which found new uses in endowing new or
existing alms houses and hospitals.

There were a number of thriving market towns in all the
counties by this period, some such as Burford, Oxfordshire
and Newbury, Berkshire, made pros perous by the wool
trade. Larger urban settlements existed at the ports of
Southampton and Portsmouth, at the historic centres of
Winchester, Reading and Oxford, the last boosted by the
growth of the University in the 16th century. 

A number of forests survived across the area,
including the New Forest and those in the hands of the
three principal landowners: the crown, monastic houses
and the Bishop of Winchester, whose estates extended
well beyond Hampshire itself. Within these forests there
were still extensive areas of woodland. Across most of
the area there was a mixture of open fields, common
grazing lands and water meadows.

The majority of the population still lived in the
countryside at the beginning of this period, governed by
the manorial system. This feudal way of life gradually
broke down, but some elements of its influence persisted
into the 19th and even 20th centuries. 
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Plate 17.1  Estate map of Dorney, Buckinghamshire, copyright Buckinghamshire County Record Office, Buckinghamshire
County Council



Nature of the evidence

The amount of historical source material for the post-
medieval and modern periods is enormous. Rocque,
surveyor to Henry VIII, made detailed surveys of
Abingdon, Newbury and Reading at the time of the
Dissolution. Antiquaries, starting with Leland, wrote
about visits and journeys and many published their
surveys of particular counties (Sweet 2004). For the
Solent-Thames region the picture is mixed: for
Buckinghamshire there are Browne Willis in the 18th
century, Lipscomb (1847) and Sheahan (1861); for
Oxfordshire Plot (1677) and Wood in Oxford itself
(1674); for Hampshire and the Isle of Wight Woodward
(1861-9); for Berkshire King (1887). Speed’s 18th-
century history of Southampton was published by
Davies (1883). Local societies have long existed and
their archives and the journals they established and
continue to publish remain an important resource. Maps
are another valuable resource, mainly of 17th century or
later date, although Agas produced his map of Oxford in
1578. Tithe maps, enclosure maps, estate maps and
county maps all predate the Ordnance Survey, whose
tremendous coverage began in the early 19th century
(Plate 17.1).

One of the most useful published sources is the
Victoria County Histories, which provide an overview
on a parish by parish basis. Unfortunately, those for
much of the region were produced at a fairly early stage
when the scope was generally limited to manorial and
church history. For Oxfordshire there is almost the
opposite problem, as here coverage is very broad but the
series is still incomplete. Buckingham shire and Oxford -
shire were also included in The Landscape of Britain
series (Reed 1979, Emery 1974).

For the built environment there are Pevsner’s
Buildings of England (those for Hampshire and the Isle
of Wight are currently being revised) and for Buck -
inghamshire and Oxford City the RCHME Inventory
volumes.

During the 20th and 21st centuries there have been
numerous publications of county, parish and thematic
histories, for example The Story of Victorian Shanklin
(Parker 1977) and the many ‘Books of ’ various towns
published by Phillimore. Some care is needed with
some of these recent local histories, as there is often an
emphasis on photographs, spiced with personal
reminiscences, rather than serious and impartial
research.

In addition to these documentary sources there have
been a number of research initiatives in recent years, the
results from several of which are presented as electronic
resources. GIS has been used to generate mapping and
some is available to the general public through interactive
websites. Urban surveys were carried out for
Oxfordshire, Berkshire and Hampshire in the 1970s. The
English Heritage funded programme of urban survey
begun in the 1990s is updating these surveys with GIS
components, and extends into previously unsurveyed
areas. Work on the small towns of Hampshire and the Isle

of Wight is complete and Oxfordshire and Bucking -
hamshire are underway. The parallel programme of more
intensive studies of larger towns and cities has covered
Oxford, Win chester and Southampton, for the first two of
which an Urban Archaeological Database (UAD) is
available, complementing the HER.

Another relevant research programme is Historic
Landscape Characterisation (HLC). This has been
carried out for Hampshire, West Berkshire, Bucking -
hamshire and the Chilterns (the last extending to areas
beyond the Solent-Thames Region). There has also been
the Hampshire Villages survey and the Whittlewood
Project, which covers parts of Buck inghamshire.

The Defence of Britain Survey was a national initia-
tive to record military remains, ranging in scale from
anti-tank trenches to airfields. This huge database is a
valuable resource, although not in fact covering the Isle
of Wight, and the project has generated a number of
published syntheses. A new project to extend the scope
of the defence record, now including air raid shelters
and other civilian facilities, was launched in 2007. The
area has also featured in a number of the thematic
syntheses produced by English Heritage, eg Dangerous
Energy (Cocroft 2000) and Cold War (Cocroft and
Thomas 2003) as well as non-military themes such as
Hospitals (RCHME 1998). 

Individuals and local groups have also carried out
research projects. A Historical Atlas of Berkshire was
compiled by Joan Dils (Dils ed. 1998), one for
Oxfordshire by Tiller and Darkes (2010), and a study of
Buckinghamshire mills was masterminded by Mike
Farley (Farley 2007).

The weakest aspect of evidence is almost certainly
that from archaeological excavations and surveys.
Building studies are becoming more common, but there
have only been a limited number of major excavation
programmes on sites from this period, such as the
Newbury Wharf area, and most are in urban contexts.
Excavations of post-medieval manor houses, like that at
The Beeches, Wokingham, Berkshire, have been few
(Plate 17.2). The bulk of post-medieval work has been
on industrial sites.

Although the contribution of environmental archae-
ology and geo-archaeology is significantly less for this
period than earlier ones, there is still knowledge to be
gained. In addition to changes in the landscape,
industries and the economic marketplace environmental
evidence may shed light on climate changes, such as the
Little Ice Age, and an increasing use of exotic, imported
substances, such as spices. The impact of the agricultural
revolution may also be detected in the record.

The sheer quantity and variety of available evidence
for this period indicates strongly the need for co-ordina-
tion and co-operation across a range of stakeholders. A
combination of efforts from archaeologists, architectural
historians, conservation officers, national and local
historians (across both the professional and ‘voluntary’
sectors) is essential. Selected key sites are shown on
Figure 17.1.
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Chronology

Determination of the dividing line between the medieval
and post-medieval periods has traditionally been a
matter of debate, but the Protestant Reformation under
Henry VIII represented a point of radical change to the
structure of society in England and Wales, suggesting
that AD1540 is a suitable point to place the division.
However, the changes in beliefs and attitudes which
underlay this event date from a much earlier period and
continued well into the later 16th century and beyond. 

The division between the post-medieval and modern
periods is even more subjective, although the MIDAS
Data Standard uses 1901. It is probably more useful to
regard the two as a continuum, within which there are a
number of possible subdivisions relating to major events
or periods of development, eg the Civil War or the
Industrial Revolution. No end date is proposed for this
period. The rate at which the world changes continues to
increase rapidly so that features constructed during the
later 20th century have already reached the end of their
useful life, and their possible preservation and level of
recording are matters for immediate concern.

Within this period the detailed chronology of change
is an important issue. The rate at which the impact of
events is visible within the broader social and economic
context, and whether there are regional variations in this
time-scale, may also be significant.

While documentary sources can be used to date events
or the construction of some buildings, it is still necessary

to look at typology and chronological sequences of for
example pottery. Absolute dating is available from
dendro-chronology, which does not always support
accepted interpretations. As an example, though not from
the region, roof beams in the South Lodge at Ashdown
Park had felling dates of 1767, although the lodges existed
by 1716 and no alteration had been recorded (http://www.
dendrochronology.net/oxfordshire.asp). 

Landscape and land use

During the post-medieval period the pattern of mixed
arable and pastoral farming across the region was
changed by enclosure. This was carried out in order to
promote grazing, to consolidate small farms into larger
units and later for emparkment. Some areas had already
been enclosed in the medieval period, for example where
large areas of land were under Church control. Until the
early 18th century enclosure was usually, but not always
carried out by agreement: the Stonors and Rice Griffin
caused riots by their enclosures in Didcot in 1539 and
1597 (Lingham 1979). The pace of land change acceler-
ated when enclosure by parliamentary act became
common practice. Between 1761 and 1860 most of north
Buckinghamshire (including what is now Milton Keynes)
was enclosed (Turner 1973a, b, Turner 1977); Oxford -
shire maintained large areas of unenclosed land up to the
late 18th century (Emery 1974). Enclosure was a gradual
process in Hampshire and Berkshire (Wordie 1984). The
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Plate 17.2  Excavation of the 17th century Beeches manor house, Wokingham, Berkshire, copyright TVAS
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Figure 17.1  Post-medieval and Modern sites and roads mentioned in the text
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Plate 17.3  Aerial view of Blenheim Palace, copyright Oxfordshire County Council

traditional pattern of sheep grazing on the open
downland declined and more arable production was
introduced, stimulated by military need and by nearness
to London. Later diversification into market gardening
and dairy production helped offset decline in grain
prices.

Again the pattern for the Isle of Wight is different.
Here there were many absentee landlords until the 19th
century and the overall picture was of small farms. Large
sheep runs were a feature, one such estate being at
Swainston in the 17th century (M J Jones 2003). In
Freshwater some piecemeal enclosure of open strips was
taking place in 19th century. Large landowners became
more actively engaged in agriculture during the 19th

century, for example the Seeley, Ward and Northcourt
estates, as well as the royal estate at Osborne, where
Prince Albert established a number of model farms.

Model farms were also built in other parts of the
region, such as Coleshill, Oxfordshire and in Hamp shire
some were even equipped with narrow gauge railways,
for example at Tidmarsh (Wade Martins 2002). A
particularly elaborate industrialisation of an estate was
established at Buscot, Oxfordshire (Parkin son 1993). 

One of the best ways to study the changing pattern of
the landscape during this period is through cartographic
sources, particularly where enclosure maps survive. The
HLC studies, completed for Buck ing ham shire, Hamp -
shire (although excluding South ampton) and West



Berkshire, are another good source. The changes to the
settlements resulting from enclosure are discussed below.

During this period most of the former medieval
hunting forests were disafforested. In Buckingham shire
this included Salcey (1825), and Whaddon (1841), and
for Oxfordshire Bernwood, (1632), Shotover (1660) and
Wychwood (1857), this last not converted to farmland
until the 1850s. Forests have not been well studied apart
from Bernwood (Broad & Hoyle 1997), and Wychwood
(Schumer 1984). Much of the eastern part of Berkshire
lay within the royal Windsor Great Forest, where some
land was sold off during the 17th century to help
Parliament pay for Cromwell’s army (Roberts 1997). 

After the Windsor Forest Enclosure Act was passed in
1813 the Crown retained a large portion (now Windsor
Great Park) for its private use, and ownership of other
larger areas. Managed pine forests were established on
the heathland after WWI to replace timber used in the
war effort (Bracknell Forest Borough Council 2000). In
the south of Hampshire is the New Forest, another
former royal forest, and now a National Park. Forest
Law had undergone some reforms over time but was
only formally ended in the later 20th century.

The Chilterns area also retains significant amounts of
(primarily beech) woodland. It was particularly
important for its post-medieval industries, such as the
local furniture industry (Hepple & Doggett 1992; 1994).
Thinner wood was useful as a supply of firewood, a
significant export from the region to London, as well as
fencing, furniture or brooms for example. Thicker
branches would be used in construction. These practices
continued in the Chiltern region until the canals and
railways facilitated a move to coal as a fuel in London.
The growth of the city in the 16th and 17th centuries
had produced a great demand for wood and develop-
ment of many small wharves (Hepple & Doggett 1994). 

Corn was an even more important product and
woodland was cleared to increase the area of land
available for agriculture. Some of the grain produced
was converted to malt and supplied to brewers,
including some in London. London provided a huge
market for grain and animals, the latter fattened if not
bred in the region. Milk was also shipped to the capital
particularly from Berkshire after the railways facilitated
its swift movement. Close to the capital market gardens
were established, some with orchards, such as Veitch of
Langley Marish who from c. 1880 was producing apples,
pears and roses. The earliest recorded nurseries were the
Royal Nurseries in Slough, established by Thomas
Brown in 1774 (VCH Buckinghamshire III 1925).

Similar diversification of production can be seen in
the hinterland around Southampton, probably to serve
that town but possibly also supplying London by rail.

Designed landscapes are a very common feature
across the region, many included within the EH Register
of Parks and Gardens. Some have been studied in detail:
Ashridge (Wainwright 1989) and Blenheim, Oxfordshire
(Bond & Tiller 1997; Plate 17.3). The assemblage
includes examples by some of the greatest names in
landscape design including William Kent, Humphry

Repton, Lancelot (Capability) Brown and Gertrude
Jekyll. Not all of the landscapes of interest are associated
with great houses and there are many smaller properties
along the Thames of interest. Public landscapes should
not be forgotten, both public parks and (from the mid-
19th century) the municipal cemeteries, such as the
well-preserved example at Henley-on-Thames (see Fig.
15.1). In Oxford many of the colleges have fine grounds
(Batey 1982). The common fields and common of
Southampton were retained as public parkland.

Several of the large estates have changed their uses
and the associated parkland is often at risk from the
need to provide a range of recreational facilities such as
golf courses, as at Mapledurham, Oxfordshire. Built
structures, including ice houses, bridges, grottoes and
bridges, as well as statues and monuments are a vital
part of designed landscapes and need to be recorded and
preserved. The duck-decoy at Boarstall in Bucking -
hamshire is another estate survival, now fortunately
owned by the National Trust (Plate 17.4; see Fig. 15.1
for location).

Water meadows do not survive well across the region
generally, but the chalk valley bottoms of the Kennet
Valley, Berkshire and most particularly of Hampshire are
important (OAU 2000c). Some commons, heaths and
wastes have survived, notably in the southern parts of
Buckinghamshire and the Chilterns. These form an
almost continuous band on the north bank of the
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Plate 17.4  Duck Decoy at Boarstall, Buckinghamshire,
copyright Jill Hind



Thames, and it is possible that they formed a route for
transfer of cattle to London (Morris 2009, 18). 

Evidence for land reclamation is also limited,
although there has been work done on former gravel pits
in Berkshire and Oxfordshire. Bembridge Haven and
Newton Marsh in the Isle of Wight were drained in the
1880s and the 17th century respectively. Plans to drain
Otmoor in Oxfordshire were halted after protests from
local people in 1829 (Hobson & Price, 1961) and it was
again spared from a plan to drive the M40 across it in
the 1980s (Waite 2011). 

Rivers across the region have obviously played their
part in flood control and irrigation, often managed by
dams and weirs. Flood meadows are still maintained
along the Thames. Diversion of water for agriculture
allowed the watercress beds on the Chess and Misbourne
rivers in Buckinghamshire to thrive in the 19th century
(Reed 1979), with other examples found at Ewelme,
Oxfordshire and in the Itchen valley in Hampshire. One
of the most important improvements to farm land came
through the laying of land drains, networks of clay
pipework. These were of particular benefit on clay soils,
such as can be found in many parts of the Thames Valley.
The Verneys employed this improvement technique on
their lands around the Claydons, Buckinghamshire
(Broad 2004). Evidence for land drains is commonly
seen on aerial photographs. Much marshland was also
drained, including Otmoor, north of Oxford.

Apart from the effect of enclosure and changes to the
balance between arable and pastoral farming, the use of
land has not been well-researched. As the small number
of references in the text for this section suggests, there
are many questions still to be answered.

Social organisation

Throughout the post-medieval and modern periods
there was a change in the level of control over society,
reducing the importance of the manorial system in
favour of larger landowners in rural areas. In the towns
the medieval guilds were either disbanded or reorgan-
ised to form the basis for civic corporations. The
strengthening of the role of statutory authorities
extended eventually to cover both town and country. 

The rise of capitalism during this period and the
development of the class system reinforced the differ-
ences between rich and poor, in terms of possessions,
living conditions and access to opportunities for change.
The region contains many examples of very grand
properties, such as Blenheim, but towns like Oxford had
their share of slum tenements eg St Ebbe’s parish, and
the conditions of the rural poor were described by Flora
Thompson in ‘Lark Rise to Candleford’ (Thompson
1954).

At the beginning of the post-medieval period the
monarchy held vast areas of land in the Thames Valley
and surrounding area. It was traditional for the monarch
to spend much of the year travelling around the
kingdom, either staying at their own properties or at the

houses of the courtiers, with Chenies and Quarrendon
west of Aylesbury both build to accomm odate such
visits. Elizabeth I spent time at Rycote Park, of which
only the chapel and part of one tower survive. These
progresses served several functions: they allowed the
populace to see the monarch, ensured that royal justice
was enforced, and spread the burden of feeding the royal
entourage. Until the improvements to road and river
transport it was impossible for the huge numbers of the
royal household to obtain sufficient food if they
remained in one place for long. 

The Thames Valley was particularly popular with
royalty because of its suitability for hunting. It was also
within fairly easy reach of London, allowing contact to
be maintained with the capital and providing a safe
haven from outbreaks of disease. Throughout the 16th
and 17th century the monarchy began to spend an
increasing proportion of their time at the properties near
to the capital. Windsor Castle is the only one still
remaining, its parkland forming the setting for various
lodges built for various family members in the 18th and
19th centuries (Roberts 1997). 

The proximity to London and influence of royalty
encouraged the nobility and, in later periods, the wealthy,
to build their own grand houses within the region. The
Tudor mansions of Chenies and Quarrendon have
already been mentioned, but the practice has continued.
In the 19th century Disraeli purchased Hughenden
Manor north of High Wycombe, and both Chequers
south of Aylesbury and Dorney Wood west of Slough
provide country retreats for serving politicians.

During the later medieval and for much of the post-
medieval periods social provision relied on a mixture of
private initiatives and organisation at the level of
individual parishes. At the beginning of the period the
redistribution of monastic property and resources
caused difficulties for some of the schools, hospitals and
almshouses they had formerly supported. However, in
the Solent-Thames region large areas were held by the
Bishop of Winchester, the Dean and Chapter of
Windsor, Eton College and the Oxbridge colleges who
were able to provide continued support. It was not until
the 19th century that more even provision began to be
established through legislation such as the ‘Poor Law
Amendment Act’ of 1834 and the ‘Local Government
Act’ of 1872.

Municipal buildings and institutions provide the
clearest evidence for these changes in responsibility.
Oxfordshire has a number of 17th-century examples,
including the town hall at Watlington and the former
Berkshire county hall at Abingdon (1672-82) and 18th-
century buildings at Wallingford and Woodstock, among
others. Town halls and corn exchanges from the 19th
century can be found at Banbury, Oxford shire, Reading,
Berkshire and Winchester, Hampshire for example.
Until the end of the 19th century it remained common
for the ground floor of these buildings to be left open to
serve as a market, although many have since been
enclosed. Witney, Oxfordshire had a separate market
structure, the Butter Cross, constructed in the early 17th
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century. From a later period the Oxford Covered Market
has been studied in detail (Graham 1979).

In Oxford the traditional association of the shire
authority with the castle continued. The Old County
Hall was built in 1840 within the former bailey and in
1914, the 1960s and 1970s additional buildings were
added to the complex. Courts were held there until
recently. Winchester Castle similarly has housed civic
buildings and courtrooms.

Oxford Castle also has a long tradition of use as a
prison, finally closing its doors in the 1990s (OA
2006a); others closed earlier including Abingdon, built
in the early 19th century but in use as a grain store by
the 1870s. There are a number of prisons still in use
across the region, including Reading, Berkshire, made
famous by Oscar Wilde and the high security establish-
ment at Parkhurst on the Isle of Wight. New prisons
opened at Grendon Underwood and Bulling don,
Buckinghamshire in the late 20th century. Some
smaller, earlier local lock-ups and prisons have
survived, including an unusual pyramidal structure at
Wheatley, Oxfordshire and Buckingham Gaol, now a
museum. Former police stations also survive, where,
even if they are no longer in use, there is evidence of
their function, for example at Whitchurch, Hampshire
and Wokingham, Berkshire. The magistrates’ court in
Thame, Oxfordshire (see Fig. 15.1) has recently been
converted into a town museum.

The range of provision for the sick and poor is huge.
Foundation of almshouses was a popular way in which
rich individuals could mark their gratitude for good
fortune and this tradition extended into the 20th century.
At Newbury, Berkshire there are many sets of almshouses
from the 16th century onwards (Plate 17.5), including
one block built in 1937 to house retired nurses (Higgott
2001). Newbury Museum occupies what remains of
Kendrick’s Workhouse. This wealthier clothier estab -
lished premises in the town and in Reading in 1625 to
provide work for the poor. The Reading building has
been demolished completely (OA forthcoming).

In the 19th century the workhouse system was
established where the poor were housed and put to work.
Some of these were later converted into hospitals, often
for mental patients. The Thame, Oxfordshire workhouse
became an agricultural college and is currently being
converted into flats. The Isle of Wight acquired its
workhouse in the 1770s (Jones and Jones 1987). Of the
purpose-built hospitals the Radcliffe Infirmary in Oxford
of 1757 onwards is a particularly fine example. This has
recently closed and has been taken over by Oxford
University. Newbury’s hospital met a less kind fate and
was demolished to make way for sheltered housing. The
County Lunatic Asylum, Whitecroft, Isle of Wight was
built in 1894-6 and is about to undergo partial redevel-
opment, as is the former Berkshire County Asylum at
Fairmile, Cholsey near Wallingford. Also on the Isle of
Wight, the Royal National Hospital for Diseases of the
chest opened in Undercliff in 1868, but was demolished
in 1968 (Laidlaw 1990).

Universal education was not introduced until the
19th century, after which there was a huge expansion in
the number and type of school buildings. Most of the
earlier foundations have survived, although many have
changed from private foundations to become part of the
state system, for example St Bartholomew’s School,
Newbury, Berkshire, which originated as a medieval
hospital. The schools established were not all under local
authority control. Wellington College, Berkshire, for
example, was founded in 1853 as a memorial to the
Duke of Wellington (Pevsner 1966). 

Further and higher education establishments were
also provided along with provision for learning through
museums, libraries and institutes. As discussed below
the major example in the region is the University of
Oxford, but there are large numbers elsewhere, Reading
and Southampton being the other two oldest universities
in the region, with several more created in the last two
decades of the 20th century.

Provision of water was not operated on a large scale
in most areas before the 19th century. Many wells and

Plate 17.5  St Bartholomew’s Hospital, Newbury, Berkshire, copyright Jill Hind



pumps do survive, although few are still operational. At
Stoke Row, Oxfordshire is the Maharajah’s Well, unusual
in being a gift to the poor of England from an Indian
ruler, although there is in fact another gift from India at
Ipsden, the next village.

There were urban waterworks in towns in the
medieval and post-medieval periods, but few survive.
The conduit in Abingdon was in place before the end of
the medieval period (Baker 1963, 101). In 1610 Otto
Nicolson provided Oxford with a conduit, situated at
Carfax in the centre of the town and subsequently
relocated as a purely ornamental feature to the park at
Nuneham Courtenay in 1787, where it remains. A
conduit house at North Hinksey, still in situ, supplied the
original conduit with spring water. 

There are various 19th- and early 20th-century
waterworks and reservoirs across the region, some still
used, for example the Headington Hill reservoir,
Oxford. Remains of early sewage and gas works or
electricity generation plants are less common, although
the Oxford University engineering department now
occupies the Oxford power station. This lies on the river,
from which supplies of coal were delivered.

Very many public buildings have been replaced, as
they do not meet modern needs and it is not thought
either economic or possible to update them. As a result
demolition or conversion is being carried out on a vast
scale, seldom preceded by an adequate period of
recording. The former waterworks in Banbury, Oxford -
shire, for example, was demolished in 2000 without any
record at all being made.

Local government reorganisation in 1974 and 1998 is
referred to above. There is as yet little physical evidence
of these changes, apart from signage along the new
boundaries. Some buildings have become redundant for
municipal use; the Berkshire County Hall at Shinfield
just south of Reading, for example, was sold in 1998 to
the engineering company Foster Wheeler.

Settlement

Patterns of settlement across the region demonstrate
considerable variation, linked to the differences in
geology and topography. The region is divided between
the Central and South Eastern Provinces as defined by
Roberts and Wrathmell (2000). Most of Hampshire, the
Isle of Wight and parts of Berkshire fall into the East
Wessex sub-province, an area of nucleated settlements.
In the Thames sub-province the level of dispersed settle-
ment increases, particularly in the Kennet Valley. Most
of the rest of the region falls into the Inner Midlands
where arable agriculture and nucleated settlement are
the norm. Towards the west, in the Cotswold scarp and
Vale, are areas of very dispersed settlement.

At the beginning of this period Hampshire was
mainly a dairy area, with pigs in the New Forest.
Elsewhere farming was mixed between corn and
livestock, primarily sheep. In the later period, away from
the downs and woods farming was typical of the so-

called `champion country’, with its emphasis on arable
cultivation and well-developed nucleated villages.

The greatest influence on rural settlement during
this period was enclosure, which was discussed earlier.
The impact of this on rural settlement included a shift
of farmsteads away from the villages themselves to new
locations. The surviving farm buildings in the village
were then re-used. The trend for population to transfer
to the town increased from this period onwards. Some
settlements were abandoned altogether, either because
there was no work available, as at Quarrendon,
Bucking hamshire, or because their location did not suit
the plans of the landowner. Emparking was popular into
the 19th century and resulted in the demolition of
villages at Stowe, Hartwell and Waddesdon, Bucking -
ham  shire and at Nuneham Courtney, Oxfordshire.
Sometimes, as at Nuneham Courtenay, an entirely new
village was built, designed to complement the park
(Batey 1970; Airs 2002).

The growing influence of larger landowners led to the
development of a bipartite division of many parishes into
‘open’ and ‘closed’ (Emery 1974). The closed parishes
tended to have a single landowner who controlled the
availability of housing, partly to protect them from the
burden of poor relief. The houses tended to be of better
quality, but facilities such as inns were not always
provided. The open villages were larger, but of poorer
layout and quality. The inhabitants would include
craftsmen who travelled to work in local towns and a
supply of agricultural workers to supplement the needs of
the large estates. Open villages were associated with non-
conformism and seen by polite society as disreputable,

Other villages developed around a particular industry,
such as textiles or quarrying. Stonesfield (see Fig. 15.1)
and Headington east of Oxford were both Oxfordshire
open parishes linked to stone extraction.

As well as the model villages built by the great estates
there were occasional attempts by social activists during
the 19th century to create a more rural alternative to
urban life. The Chartist Land Company founded
Charterville in 1847-8 close to Minster Lovell, west of
Witney, Oxfordshire. Each of the 90 homes was
surrounded by its own farm plot. This initiative was not
successful (Hadfield 1970, Tiller 1985).

Almost all of the present towns across the region were
in existence by the end of the medieval period. Despite
the impact of enclosure on the rural population only
very limited growth took place before the end of the
18th century. Some towns experienced a downturn in
prosperity in the post-medieval period, perhaps associ-
ated with difficulties in the wool and textile industries,
and not all were able to survive as towns. Some, such as
Burford, Oxfordshire, became fossilised.

Urban expansion in the 18th and 19th centuries was
fuelled by the success of industries and improvements
in communication systems. Better roads, canals and
railways all contributed to the establishment of supply
centres to meet the needs of the bigger urban areas and
the various wars in which Britain was engaged. The
relative proximity of the region to London and the
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presence of important military and naval facilities were
important. Initially urban growth was concentrated
around the historic core, with open spaces infilled and
older properties redeveloped. The characterisation of
towns and the morphology of these changes are
beginning to form a routine part of urban studies (eg
OA 2006b). In Hampshire, South ampton changed
from a spa town to a major port in the mid-19th
century.

At the very end of the 19th century and throughout the
20th century suburban growth has taken place around
most of the historic towns. In some places this has
resulted in the absorption into the town of previously
distinct villages. Shaw, Speen, Donnington and Green -
ham have become parts of Newbury, Berk shire and Iffley,
Cowley and others parts of Oxford. Although not yet part
of the city, Kidlington is another village on the edge of
Oxford that has experienced a vast increase in size and is
essentially now a town. Didcot is another Oxfordshire
village that has evolved into a town, this time as a result of
the railway in the 19th century. The railway also had a
strong influence on Wolverton, where there was a big
engineering works, and on towns such as Amersham and
Beaconsfield within Metroland. The growth of Newbury
was fuelled by new estates to house workers from the
atomic research establishments at Harwell west of Didcot
and Burghfield. In the later part of the 20th century the
fashion for trading and industrial estates and out-of-town
shopping and recreation facilities pushed the urban
boundaries further.

Planned new towns are less common across the
region. Both Carterton west of Witney and Berinsfield
north of Dorchester in South Oxfordshire were built in
the mid 20th century to house Oxford overspill. The
region contains two much larger designated ‘new’ towns,
Milton Keynes and Bracknell, both of which have
engulfed a number of small, historic villages. 

The Isle of Wight shows a different pattern of urban
development. There were no towns on the island until
the mid 17th century, although recent evidence has
suggested that Cowes may have begun its development
earlier than its present 19th century built form might
suggest (Edwards 1999g). The growth of Cowes was
linked to its shipbuilding and mineral industries, but
most of the other towns owe their status more to the
growth in popularity of the seaside for leisure and
health. Bournemouth, now part of Dorset, was
another village that owes its considerable growth to
the popularity of the seaside in the late Victorian
period.

The eastern parts of Buckinghamshire and Berkshire
became part of the London commuter belt in the early
20th century, places such as Amersham and Little
Chalfont, Buckinghamshire forming part of ‘Metroland’
(Hepple & Doggett 1994). Slough, now in Berkshire,
evolved not as a commuter suburb, but as a large trading
estate. The light industrial belt of west London now
extends further into the region along the so-called
Silicon Valley. 

The built environment

During the 20th century the systematic study of
buildings, vernacular as well as polite, became a popular
field of study for professionals and volunteers. The
Oxfordshire Architectural and Historical Society
(OAHS) founded an Old Houses Committee in 1914,
now the Oxfordshire Buildings Record, which is
currently involved in VCH initiatives in Burford and
Henley. RCHME Inventory volumes were produced for
both Oxford itself and Buckinghamshire, which discuss
all the significant pre-1715 buildings. The Buildings
Record on the Isle of Wight HER contains records for all
pre-1840 buildings on the island. Pre-1700 buildings in
parts of Buckinghamshire were assessed through the
Whittlewood Project (Jones & Page 2006).

Although there have been many detailed surveys of
particular buildings or groups of buildings, as described
below, there have been fewer attempts to identify
patterns in architectural styles on a county-wide scale,
much less across the wider region. The use of local
building materials and the relationship to the
surrounding geology has received attention, in the
Chiltern region (Whitehand 1967; CgMs 2006b) and
across Oxfordshire (Arkell 1947) for example. Although
stone is still used for building in areas where it is
naturally abundant brick became the predominant
material by the late 19th century. Some flint and rubble
persisted, in the Chilterns and Isle of Wight in partic-
ular. In Buckinghamshire witchert, a mixture of chalk
marl and straw, was less popular after the 17th century,
but continued in regular use in the centre of the county
until the 1930s. 

Urban buildings have been the subject of a number of
studies linked to large-scale redevelopment, for example
from Oxford during the demolition and site clearance
for construction of the New Bodleian Library in 1937
(Pantin 1937, Bruce Mitford 1939) and the Clarendon
Hotel in the 1950s (Jope and Pantin 1958). The building
stock of the historic core formed part of the surveys of
historic towns carried out in the 1970s (Astill 1978,
Rodwell 1974, Hughes 1976), and are also featured in
the ongoing programme of Extensive Urban Survey
funded by EH (Edwards 1999) and a survey of Newbury
for West Berkshire Council (OA 2006b). Building
recording has also taken place across the Chilterns
where there is a plethora of design and materials
employed, which might suggest an outward looking,
experimental society (Moir 2001).

It is not really possible to make many general state -
ments about housing stock and architecture across the
region. Yellow brick features strongly in Victorian north
Oxford, where St John’s college released land for building
in the later part of the 19th century (Hinchcliffe, 1992).
In parts of Berkshire rubbed brick is often used for
decorative detail. In the Isle of Wight styles are strongly
influenced by the development of the island as a holiday
resort, with marine villas and cottage orné surviving
(Boynton 1996). East Cowes also has examples of the
earliest concrete housing from 1852 (www.iwias.org.uk/).



Some surviving post-World War II (WWII) prefabricated
houses can be found, in Barton, Oxford for example.

There have also been a number of studies of housing
in rural areas, for example at Ducklington and Little
Milton (Portman 1960), both in Oxfordshire. The latter
study investigated the rebuilding which took place
during the earlier part of the period. During the
development of the new town the Milton Keynes
Archaeological Unit carried out a number of detailed
studies on the villages which were to form its framework
(Croft & Mynard 1993, Mynard & Zeepvat 1992).

Across the region there are many surviving country
houses, representing the whole period. By no means all
of them survive as private houses and of those that do
many, such as Blenheim Palace, Oxfordshire or Beau -
lieu, Hampshire, rely on the income generated from
public opening and event income. Many others have
become schools (Stowe, Buckinghamshire), conference
centres (Great Missenden Abbey, Buckingham shire),
offices (Hursley, Hampshire) or hotels (Cliveden,
Buckinghamshire). Some survive only as monuments,
often in the care of English Heritage (Appuldurcombe
House, Isle of Wight) or the National Trust (Basildon
Park, Berkshire). In some cases,such as the Tudor site at
Quarrendon (Everson) and Ascott, near Wing (Rains
1982), only features such as garden earthworks survive.
Both of these have been subject to surveys.

The era of the large country house really ended with
WW I, during which many families lost heirs. After the
second war the added pressures of taxation and poor
agricultural returns led to the demolition of many
mansions, but the situation in much of the Solent-
Thames region was made easier by good communica-
tion with London. Rich business men and show business
personalities funded restoration work (eg. George
Harrison at Friars Park, Henley, Oxfordshire) and even
had new mansions built, mostly recently in 1995 when
Tusmore House, Oxfordshire was built for Wafic Said
(Airs 2002).

A number of former monastic properties formed the
basis for secular houses immediately after the Dissolution
in the mid-16th century, such as Thame Park,
Oxfordshire, Great Missenden Abbey, Bucking hamshire,
and Titchfield Abbey, Hampshire. There were also new
houses built at that period, for example Shaw House,
Berkshire and Wolverton Manor, Isle of Wight. A number
of other notable houses were originally built in the 17th
century, including Chastleton House, Oxfordshire,
Radclive, just west of Buckingham, Bramshill,
Hampshire and Stratfield Saye, Hampshire. This last is of
particular interest for its later connection to the Duke of
Wellington, who was given the estate by the nation.
Although he had originally planned to have a new house
built, he settled for a remodelling of the original.
Similarly, another Prime Minister, Disraeli, altered an
existing house at Hughendon Manor for his home. This
contrasts with the extravagant Vanburgh and Hawksmoor
creation of Blenheim Palace, the Duke of Marlborough’s
reward from a grateful nation in the 18th century.

Many other fine houses were constructed in the 18th

century: in Oxfordshire Nuneham Courtenay for Lord
Harcourt; Claydon House for the Verneys, West
Wycombe for Sir Francis Dashwood, Stowe, Bucking -
hamshire; Norris Castle and Appuldurcombe House,
Isle of Wight; Broadlands at Romsey, Hampshire;
Basildon Park, Berkshire. Building continued
throughout the 19th century also and the selection
includes examples from both major and less distin-
guished architects of the Victorian period (Mordaunt
Crook, 1999). Major examples of Victorian building
include Cliveden, Waddesdon (north-west of Aylesbury)
and Mentmore (south-east of Wing), Buckinghamshire.
Bearwood (west of Wokingham), Berkshire, Highclere
Castle (south of Newbury), Hampshire and Osborne,
Isle of Wight, this last built for Queen Victoria and
Prince Albert.

The scale of 20th-century country house building is
not nearly as great, but includes examples of most of the
significant architectural trends. Inter-war examples
include Overshot, Hinksey Hill, west of Oxford and
High and Over, Amersham, Buckinghamshire. New
House, Luccombe, Isle of Wight is a rare war-time
construction. In 1964 Stratton Park, Hampshire was
completely rebuilt with only the portico of Dance’s 1801
house maintained as a linked feature. Charters House,
Berkshire was built in 1938. It has recently been divided
into seven apartments, with adjoining new blocks
providing space for over 20 more. 

A wide variety of agricultural buildings were
employed across the region and some work has been
carried out on these. A RCHM(E) survey of English
Farmsteads in the 1990s included parts of West
Berkshire (RCHME 1997). A characterisation study of
farmsteads in Hampshire has been published (Edwards
2005) and there have been reports on individual
buildings or complexes as part of the planning process.
Farm buildings on the Isle of Wight were assessed in the
1980s (Brinton 1987). In Buckinghamshire and
Oxfordshire the record is patchier, although agricultural
buildings are surveyed by groups like the Oxfordshire
Buildings Record and the Chilterns Society. 

From the evidence available few regional trends or
variations specific to the region can yet be identified. 
On the Isle of Wight lobby-entry farmhouses survive
from the 16th and 17th centuries, and other relatively
early examples occur elsewhere, including Allbrook 
near Eastleigh, Hampshire and Mapledurham in
Oxfordshire, dated 1659 and 1691 respectively (Roberts
2003; Platt 1994). The barns of south and east
Oxfordshire have different patterns of roofing purlins
from those in the Cotswold stone areas of the north and
west (EH 2006).

Although there are a number of universities within
the Solent-Thames region, these are with one exception
of late 19th- or 20th-century foundation and their
buildings are therefore typical of public architecture
from those periods. The exception, the University of
Oxford, has a wide range of buildings from all periods.
The medieval residential halls and colleges have
expanded, through rebuilding and addition of new
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structures. New colleges have been founded and a large
number of institutional buildings constructed, of which
the Sheldonian Theatre, designed in 1663 by Sir
Christopher Wren, is among the best known.

The buildings of the university and colleges have been
celebrated in description and illustration over a long
period from Bereblock onwards (Durning 2006; Loggan
1676; etc. etc.). They are well described in summary in
the Royal Commission Inventory of 1939 (RCHM
1939) and in the University volume of the VCH (VCH
Oxfordshire III 1954). They have also been included in
the architectural sections of the History of the University
(Catto et al. ed. 1984-2000), although the results of
more recent research remain to be integrated in the
published literature.

A more art/architectural historical approach is
evident in the approach of many writers on Oxford’s
architecture, one of the best and most accessible
accounts being that provided by Tyack (1998).

Some of the city’s buildings have also benefited from
more detailed archaeological analysis of their fabric,
with investigation of the roof of Duke Humphrey’s
Library (OA 2001), the Radcliffe Camera (Gillam 1995)
and the Old Ashmolean (Bennett et al. 2000) among
them. Such investigations have raised the question of the
plundering for re-use of historic fabric (such as
happened with the recycling of the roof of the monastic
college of St Mary for the chapel of Brasenose), and it is
likely that much more remains to be identified of the
practice. 

Much new building in Oxford (as well as the extensive
repairs to the old over the last 30 years, which have not
always been used as an opportunity to record or preserve
ancient fabric) has been carried out by local building
firms, heirs or successors to those which built Oxford in
the past. Some of these firms have been studied and
histories published (Sturdy 1997; Law 1998). 

Public buildings and structures and those associated
with the church, warfare, transport and industry are
mainly dealt with under the appropriate sections.

Ceremony, ritual and religion

At the beginning of this period, the Protestant
Reformation in England under Henry VIII was in
process. A major component of this was the dissolution
of the monasteries when their estates and buildings were
confiscated and redistributed by the king. As already
discussed the effect on rural land organisation was
dramatic. The fate of the religious complexes themselves
was more varied, as illustrated by large numbers of sites
across the Solent-Thames region. In some instances
these and their immediate environs became the nucleus
of a private estate. The houses at Great Missenden,
Buckinghamshire, Thame Park, Oxfordshire and
Beaulieu Abbey in Hampshire all incorporate some of
the original buildings, while Netley, Mottisfont and
Titchfield in Hampshire are spectacular examples of the
conversion of the former monastic church itself to

domestic use, a practice that was more common than
sometimes thought (Doggett, 2002; Howard 2007). 

Elsewhere, many of the buildings were demolished to
supply building stone, often over a prolonged period.
The church and cloister of Abingdon Abbey were
demolished rapidly (Cox 1989), but the nave of Reading
Abbey survived until 1643 when the stone was used in
the town’s civil war defences. Overton church was
extended in the 16th century using material from
Titchfield Abbey. Elsewhere the former monastic
churches survived, becoming either the parish church, as
at Dorchester, Romsey and Southwick, while Osney
Abbey in Oxford was briefly Oxford Cathedral until this
role passed to Christ Church. The latter demonstrates
the benefits of associations between religious organisa-
tions and the secular authorities. Oxford Cathedral is the
former St Frideswide’s Priory, which also serves as the
college chapel. The royal links with Windsor and Eton
College enabled many of their possessions to survive.

Evidence for the monastic past exists in surviving
ruins, including those of Reading, Titchfield and Netley
Abbeys. However, the region does not have the spectac-
ular, isolated sites seen in other parts of the country. All
that remains of Bradwell Priory, near Milton Keynes, for
instance, are tithe barn, chapel, and bakehouse.

It was not only the monastic foundations that suffered
during the reformation, but also guilds and charitable
foundations. Again some of their property was swept
away, but in many instances transfer to a secular institu-
tion or support from a private individual enabled their
charitable activities to continue. In Buckingham the
Guild of the Holy Trinity was abolished, but its Chantry
Chapel survived as the home of the Royal Latin School.
St Bartholomew’s Hospital in Newbury (Plate 17.5)
survived as a workhouse, although without its burial
ground, which disappeared under a new road layout. 

The site of Quarr Abbey in the Isle of Wight (see Fig.
15.1) is unique in the region. In the early 20th century a
Benedictine house was established on the site of the
medieval Cistercian monastery and continues in use
today.

Within churches the reformation left its mark.
Painted ceilings, statues and stained glass began to
disappear, while royal coats of arms and protestant texts
took their place. Many of the medieval wall paintings
have been lost although careful removal of more recent
plaster and whitewashing has uncovered some, eg in
Oxfordshire at Dorchester Abbey and St Oswald’s
Church, Widford. This destruction was accelerated by
the actions of Cromwell’s armies. Many churches retain
the plaques bearing the Royal Arms. Changes in the
liturgy, which eliminated the mass and changed the
emphasis to communion and preaching, were reflected
in the construction of communion tables (though few
now survive), box pews and elaborate pulpits and
galleries. Few churches still maintain this layout in its
entirety, but some box pews can be seen in many
buildings including Southwick and at Rycote Chapel in
Oxfordshire. This private chapel also has rare remains of
the original painted ceiling. 
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Figure 17.2  Canals, railways, railway towns and forests mentioned in the text



Religious disputes in the 16th and 17th century were
not just between protestant and catholic, but involved
deep schisms over how the protestant church itself
should develop. For many the links between Christianity
and social justice were fundamental and a number of
groups of non-conformists emerged, who did not accept
the tenets of the established church. At Burford in
Oxfordshire, where their mutiny was put down, there is
a memorial to one short-lived group, the Levellers, a
section of the New Model Army. Originally non-
conformists were outlawed and their places of worship
were created within larger houses, or by converting
outbuildings such as stables, such as the Congregational
church in Finchdean, Hampshire. The first Oxford
Methodist Church, visited by John Wesley in 1783, was
in a 16th-century house in New Inn Hall Street. In
Niton, Isle of Wight, the village hall began life as a
malthouse in c. 1760, became a Baptist Church in 1823
and a school in 1848 (Dunning 1951). There are some
surviving examples across the region. Probably the best
known non-conformist site is the Quaker Meeting
House at Jordans near Beaconsfield (see Fig. 17.2 for
location), which was built in 1688, but was badly
damaged by fire in 2005. Most of the non-conformist
churches and chapels date from the late 18th and 19th
centuries, utilising mostly Gothic and Classical architec-
ture. The Baptist Chapel at Waddesdon, Bucks, is a rare
example of a vernacular style, from 1792.

The Church of England did not undertake much
church building in the 16th to 18th century, although
some rebuilding took place, some of it on different sites.
This rebuilding programme included St Luke’s at Stoke
Hammond, Bucks in the 17th century, St Peter le Bailey,
Oxford in 1726, Banbury in 1790 and Buckingham
church. Several new churches were associated with large
estates, St Lawrence at West Wycombe and Hartwell
church for example. When Lord Harcourt created
Nuneham Park a new church was constructed,
resembling a classical temple. Most new churches from
this period were in towns, including Holy Trinity church
(Gosport) in 1696, the church dedicated to St George
(Portsmouth) in 1754 in an American-Colonial style
and the church of St Peter (Wallingford) in 1760-9.

The 19th century witnessed a resurgence of interest
in religion with the growth of the Evangelical and
Oxford Movements. This period also saw large numbers
of new churches, mainly as the result of population
growth in towns generating new parishes. These
churches demonstrate a variety of styles, with classical
Romanesque and Italianate structures in addition to
those in the highly popular ‘Middle Pointed’ Gothic
style. This last was used to correct the ‘mistakes’ of the
past and was the favourite approach used in the many
church restoration programmes. 

Many of the leading church architects of the period
are represented across the region. Gilbert Scott was
responsible for Bradfield, Highclere and Ryde amongst
others. Street also carried out restoration work and
designed new churches, including All Saints, Maiden -
head and St Mary in Wheatley. Woodyer designed St

Paul’s, Wokingham, Burges the church at Fleet and
Butterfield Dropmore and Horton-cum-Studey.
Humbert designed Whipping ham church, Isle of Wight,
apparently with some help from Prince Albert. Blom -
field produced the Italianate St Barnabas in Jericho,
Oxford, but unfortunately the internal mosaic murals
were only completed on one side of the church. 

Some major artists of the periods were involved in
designing monuments and decorating churches. Oxford
Cathedral contains a stained glass window by Morris
and Burne Jones, whose Pre-Raphaelite influence can
also be seen in the chapel of Exeter College. Extensive
restoration work was carried out at the cathedral in 1871
by Sir Gilbert Scott, and more was undertaken in 1887-
9. Winchester Cathedral was in danger of collapse until
Jackson carried out a major programme of work in
1905-12. Examples of churches by Street (eg
Maidenhead, Wheatley) should also be mentioned, as
should Victorian restoration work at Oxford and
Winchester Cathedrals.

Pugin is only known to be responsible for one church
in the region, the new Roman Catholic church in
Marlow, Buckinghamshire. Easing of the restrictions on
Catholics permitted the restoration of chapels at Stonor
(near Henley) and at Milton House in the 18th century,
and the construction of a new chapel at Mapledurham
in 1794. In the 19th century Roman Catholic parish
churches began to be built, and a cathedral was
constructed in Winchester in 1926. 

The Burial Act of 1854 halted burials in the
overcrowded urban churchyards and led to the creation
of municipal cemeteries, several of which are now also
full. Often these cemeteries contained a number of
chapels to serve different denominations, as at Henley-
on-Thames. In Oxford, Osney cemetery is located at
least in part on the site of the former Osney Abbey.
Non-conformists churches often had their own burial
ground. Haddenham, north-east of Thame in Bucking -
hamshire, has the remains of a Quaker burial ground
and another has been identified at St Giles Hill,
Winchester. Plague pits have been found in Winchester
and some Civil War burials in Newbury. One cemetery
in Abingdon, a Parliamentary town, contained 250
Commonwealth graves (Allen 1989; 1990b), and
another smaller group elsewhere in the town has
tentatively also been ascribed to this period (T Allen
1997). There has been little opportunity since to
excavate a significant assemblage of burials from this
period, but work on the former hospital cemetery at
Haslar, Hampshire is being carried out by Oxford
Archaeology and Cranfield University. An investigation
of a C17 burial vault at Thame Church was carried out
in the late 1990s by Julian Lytton from the V &A and
David Miles of OAU, but was unfortunately never
written up. The vault contained members of the
Herbert family, who had built nearby Tythrop House.

The Solent-Thames region has, like almost all of
England, a multicultural population. The earliest signif -
icant immigrant groups were probably associated with
the ports of Hampshire as there is a long tradition of
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Chinese and lascar seamen. Southampton experienced
two waves of Protestant refugees from France, one in
the1560s and then Huguenots in the 17th century.
Medieval St Julian’s became the French Church. 

Little other sign of any religious activity has been
identified in connection with these groups and the
earliest non-Christian religious institutions recorded are
synagogues. Jews settled in Portsmouth in the 1730s and
acquired land for a burial ground in 1749, which
remained in use until the 1990s. A purpose-built
synagogue opened in 1780, but in 1936 the congrega-
tion moved to a converted house in Southsea, taking
many of the original fittings with them. In South ampton
Old Cemetery one of the 1850s mort uary chapels was
for the Jews. Another synagogue was built in Reading in
1901 and a school and centre for Jewish studies was
founded at Mongewell Park, South Oxfordshire in 1953,
although it closed in 1997. The synagogue there, now
Listed Grade II, was built in 1963 by Thomas Hancock.
During the later 20th century immigration, particularly
from the Indian subcontinent, has further diversified the
range of religious groups in the region. Of the numerous
mosques that have opened, some are in converted
buildings, but more recently purpose-built structures
have begun to appear, eg in Oxford and Reading.

The recording of churches and their fittings is not as
comprehensive as might be expected. A detailed study
has been carried out of Buckinghamshire stained glass
with a catalogue and photographs available on the web
(www.buckinghamshire stainedglass.org.uk) and some
survey of Oxfordshire wall paintings was done.
NADFAS groups across the counties have been
preparing inventories, but these records are not
accessible locally.

There is a rich legacy of monuments in the churches,
churchyards and cemeteries of the region, particularly
those to the royal family in St George’s Chapel, Windsor.
Elaborate royal mausoleums have been constructed in
Windsor Great Park at Frogmore, one for Queen Victoria
and Prince Albert and the other for her mother, the
Duchess of Kent. Another mausoleum was built by the
Empress Eugenie of France at Farnborough, Hampshire
together with a small abbey for its support. The numerous
parks and estates across the region are full of memorials,
for example the Column of Victory in Blenheim Park and
an equestrian statue of George I at Hackwood Park and of
George III in Windsor Great Park. Petersfield market-
place features an equestrian statue of William of Orange.
Equestrian statues are generally rare in England.
Memorials are common in the region’s towns and villages
also, one of the most impressive being the Martyrs’
Memorial in St Giles, Oxford. Often memorials incorpo-
rate a source of water, many for the Diamond Jubilee of
Queen Victoria, but others form tributes to individuals or
groups, such as the emigrants from Ascott-under-
Wychwood, whose ship sank en route to New Zealand. 

Of course the largest group of memorials is war
memorials, mostly commemorating the fallen of the
First and Second World Wars but some, such as that on
Coombe Hill near Wendover, Buckinghamshire and in

Bonn Square, Oxford, commemorate earlier conflicts.
The 1919 Cenotaph in Southampton by Lutyens is
thought to have served as a model for the Whitehall
example. A particularly unusual monument is the Boer
War memorial on the village green at Latimer,
Buckinghamshire, with a separate memorial to a horse
wounded at the Battle of Boshof and subsequently
brought back to England.

Pagan superstition is not completely absent from the
archaeological record for this period. Witch bottles,
shoes and dead cats among other objects have been
found hidden in building and traces of apotropaic
marks have also been identified. It is likely that such
things are often either not recognised as significant or
felt to be too embarrassing to discuss. Alterations to the
ruins of Medmenham Abbey and caves at West
Wycombe Park (5 kilometres from High Wycombe)
have been associated with pagan rituals through the
activities of the Hellfire Club.

Warfare, defences and military installations

The Portsmouth Naval Base was first established at the
end of the 15th century, but enjoyed a period of growth
during the reign of Henry VIII. From the 17th century
onwards the facilities were gradually extended, with the
establishment of the Haslar Naval Hospital and the
Gosport victualling centre for example. Several com -
ponents of the complex are now Scheduled Monuments.
Many of the sites are no longer in use and recent defence
cuts mean that the Ministry of Defence is reviewing its
holdings. Archaeological work is being carried out in the
gunboat yard and hospital cemetery at Haslar
(Shortland et al. 2008). It was from Portsmouth that the
Mary Rose sailed in 1545 only to sink in the Solent
where she remained until 1982. The archaeology of the
Mary Rose has been extensively recorded, and
published, while the ship itself is preserved for public
view (see Plate 15.12).

The threat of invasion also influenced the construc-
tion of land fortifications. Henry VIII commissioned a
series of forts along the Hampshire coast and on the Isle
of Wight, including Yarmouth, Cowes, Hurst Castle (see
Fig. 15.1) and Southsea (south of Portsmouth).
Medieval Carisbrooke castle on the Isle of Wight was
surrounded between 1597 and 1602 by a series of
artillery defences designed by Federigo Giabnibelli
(Young 2000).

The Civil War of the mid 17th century led to many
alterations and refurbishments to existing fortifications,
some evidence for which has survived, at Donnington
(just north of Newbury) and at Old Basing for example.
More significant were defences around the more
important towns. Some possible traces have been seen at
Silver Street, Reading (Foundation Archaeology 2001)
and at Abingdon (Devaney 2007). The extensive royalist
defences of Oxford have been excavated in several areas,
for example Parks Road (Bradley et al. 2006). Work in
Oxford demonstrates the benefits of a research strategy
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as trenches are located after reference to the map created
by the engineer of the defences, De Gomme (Plate
17.6). Various battles and skirmishes took place across
the region, the locations of the First Battle of Newbury
(1643), Chalgrove (1643) and Cropredy Bridge (1644)
appearing in the EH Register of Historic Battlefields.
Following the Parliamentary victory Cromwell ordered
the slighting of many of the defences. Very little archae-
ological work has been done on this and the evidence
from the conflicts themselves is minimal.

Of the fresh round of improvements to coastal
defences that took place during the Napoleonic Wars
little evidence remains, although some Admiralty
Telegraph stations have survived. Semaphore signalling
to link Portsmouth and London was established, first
using a shutter system in 1796 and then one using fixed
arms from 1822. An extension to Plymouth was never
completed.

A perceived threat of invasion by the French remained
and in the 1860s Palmerston authorised a vast network of
coastal defences, one section of which was centred on the
Solent. In addition to land forts a road was built along
the south coast of the Isle of Wight and a series of seaforts
constructed at Spithead. The land fortifications guarded
against attack from the sea and from inland, with a
number of forts lining Portsdown Ridge above the town
of Portsmouth. Many of these defences survive, often
adapted for later purposes. A survey was carried out by
EH (Saunders 1998), unfortunately not published in its
entirety. The Palmerston Forts Society (www.palmer-

stonforts.org.uk) has published several papers on specific
sections of the complex.

Elsewhere Britain’s standing army and local
yeomanry grew in size, accompanied by more demand
for barracks and training grounds. Although volunteer
rifle ranges and small barracks were to be found in many
towns it was on the heathland areas of the south of
England, including parts of Berkshire and Hampshire,
that the army had the greatest impact. The various
barracks, hospitals and training grounds have evolved as
military needs and improved attitudes to soldiers’
welfare have changed. Many of these establishments
have been closed or reduced in capacity and the level of
recording of facilities has been disappointing, as they
have until very recently not been seen as significant
either as individual buildings or monuments. One
building was moved to a museum when the Queen
Elizabeth Barracks at Fleet west of Farnborough, home
to the Gurkhas, was sold for housing (OA 2004d).

Twentieth-century conflicts have had a marked
impact on the Solent-Thames region. World War I
(WWI) practice trenches have been identified in a
number of locations and some of the early military
airfields were situated here, including an early seaplane
base for the Fleet Air Arm at HMS Daedalus near
Gosport, Hampshire. Some continued in use into the
World War II (WWII) and beyond. Today several have
become industrial parks, Witney, Oxfordshire for
example. A grass airstrip constructed for the Royal
Flying Corps still exists at Halton. During WWII the US
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Plate 17.6  Map of the Civil War Defences of Oxford (De Gomme 1644, MS Top. Oxon. B 1678), copyright Bodleian Library



forces established a base in Southampton, the main
embarkation port for D-Day.

More airfields were established from the 1930s, with
Harwell thought to be the first and RAF Bicester a partic-
ularly good example (Hance 2006; various incl CgMs
2003). These housed bombers, fighters, gliders and other
specialist planes. Recording of surviving features and
airfield history have become popular areas for research
and it is not possible to provide a detailed discussion here.
During WWII large estates were requisitioned as research
establishments (Ditton Park), training centres (Thame
Park, Beaulieu), command centres (Langley House) and
even prisoner of war camps (Water Stratford). A POW
camp survey has been carried out (Thomas 2003) and a
museum commemorating the SOE has recently opened at
Beaulieu. The most well known example is Bletchley Park,
home of the code-breakers, where again a museum has
been established. Significant recording of the `stop lines’,
systems of pillboxes and other hardened field defences
along the Thames, Kennet and other rivers, has been
carried out by the Defence of Britain project. One under-
researched area is the reason for the development of a
network of signal and intelligence facilities in
Buckinghamshire. Features associated with the civilian
population, such as air raid shelters and home guard
stations, are also under-recorded.

During the Cold War a number of bases continued in
use. Upper Heyford and Greenham Common are both
associated with the US and their nuclear capability
(Plate 17.7). The history and archaeology of the latter
has been investigated recently (CgMs 2006a) for the
proposed Conservation Plan. High Wycombe is still the
headquarters of NATO, complete with underground
bunkers. Rockets development was carried out on the
Isle of Wight by Saunders-Roe, who tested the Black
Knight and Black Arrows rockets near The Needles, Isle
of Wight (Plate 17.8). Rocket research and development
was also carried out at Westcott Royal Ordnance

Factory, Buckinghamshire, where some of the surviving
structures are under consideration for Listing.

Art associated with conflict is also found across the
region, not just in the form of war memorials of which
there are very many examples. US servicemen have left
a lasting record at Upper Heyford, and at Greenham
Common there are also features left from the anti-
nuclear protest camps. Memorials to victims of WWI
can be found at Sandham, Burghclere, south of
Newbury, where the purpose-built chapel is decorated
with Stanley Spencer murals. The village of Enham
Alamein, Hants was originally constructed to house
disabled servicemen and its name records a donation by
the Egyptian government in recognition of the British
success at that battle (some additional development is
planned here, which may provide the opportunity for
recording work).

What has not been addressed specifically is the reuse
of defensive features over time. Bembridge Fort in the
Isle of Wight, for example, was constructed as part of the
Palmerston defences and later equipped with pillboxes
and other more recent structures. The effects on the
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Plate 17.8  High Down Rocket Site from the Needles, Isle of Wight, copyright Isle of Wight Museum

Plate 17.7  View of GAMA shelters at Greenham
Common airbase, Berkshire, copyright Jon Gill with kind
permission of David Arnold



landscape and society of military establishments should
not be underestimated. Airfields require clearance of
hedgerows and trees, not just within the perimeter of the
site itself. Trees along the Ridgeway were removed to aid
take off from Harwell (near Didcot) and the horizon
remains empty. The influx of people, including families,
associated with military establishments could transform
small rural communities. 

Material culture

Post-medieval and modern artefacts have been
recovered from excavation sites and form an increasing
proportion of the entries on HERs, nearly one third for
the Isle of Wight. The growth in popularity of metal
detecting as a hobby, and the work of the Portable
Antiquities scheme, have made a significant contribution
to this increase. However, systematic analysis of the
collected material has not been carried out to a signifi-
cant extent. There have been a number of articles
published for Oxford in Oxoniensia focusing on partic-
ular aspects of material culture, based on the large
assemblages obtained during major development work
in the city, in the St Ebbe’s area and at the site of the
Bodleian Library for example. Oxford College bottle
seals, ceramics and clay pipes have all received some
attention. The surviving wall paintings from Oxford,
including the Golden Cross Inn and 3 Cornmarket, and
from the rest of the county, such as Upper High Street
in Thame, have also been studied. Winchester and
Southampton have been the subject of extensive archae-
ological investigations, which again have produced large
assemblages from urban contexts. In Buckinghamshire
the work at Bierton near Aylesbury in 1975-9 produced
material (Allen 1986) but in common with very many
multi-period sites, the later periods were not given a
great deal of attention.

Evidence for everyday material culture can also be
found in many of the museums and major country houses
across the region, where themed exhibitions and preserved
room layouts form part of the visitor attractions. Standing
buildings often retain features such as fireplaces, ovens
and pumps or smaller fixtures and fittings such as bell-
pulls, which can add to the understanding of everyday life.
It is important that these should feature in building-
recording programmes and that householders are made
more aware of their significance.

Documentary studies have also played a part in
investigation of material culture through detailed
inventories and probate records, which list furnishings
and other goods on a room by room basis. Much work
of this kind has been carried out through local
societies.

The evidence for material culture from this period
has a bias towards urban areas, where the majority of
archaeological investigation has taken place, and
towards the upper end of the social scale. Grand houses
tend to undergo less radical modernisation. The record
has also suffered from the lack of interest in the more

recent past, which has still to be overcome in many
instances. Historical archaeology emerged as a major
field of study in the mid-20th century in the USA, where
colonisation by Europeans provided a fairly clear
division. 

Crafts, trade and industries

As discussed above, across the Solent-Thames region in
general agriculture was the principal form of land-use at
the start of the post-medieval period, and continues to
be so outside the urban areas. Certain trades related to
agricultural production have been practised across the
whole of the region. Large numbers of water mills and
windmills survive across the region and the locations of
many more have been identified. In addition a number
of tide mills are known from the coastal areas of Hamp -
shire and the Isle of Wight. Mill surveys have been
carried out for all the counties, although the Berkshire
work dates back to the 1960s and a new book on
Buckinghamshire mills has just been compiled (Farley
2007). Durngate Mill, Winchester, was recorded before
its demolition in 1966 (Reynolds et al. 1967) Working
water mills can be found at Mapledurham, Oxfordshire,
and Ford End, Ivinghoe, Buckinghamshire (see Fig.
9.1). Bucking ham shire also has two restored post-mills,
Brill (Plate 17.9) and Pitstone (see Fig. 13.1), the latter
the oldest surviving example in the country. The tower
mill at Wheatley has recently undergone restoration
(Wheatley Windmill Society) and the sails have been
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Plate 17.9  Windmill at Brill, Buckinghamshire, copyright
Jill Hind
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replaced. Another, unrestored example is located
nearby at Great Haseley. The windmill at Bembridge,
Isle of Wight is now maintained by the National Trust. 

Some mills have survived from the medieval period,
but sites did change frequently. Survival for mills often
depended on diversification from grain to fulling, saw or
grist mills. At Bisham, Buckinghamshire, Temple Mills
moved to brassworking. Gunpowder was manufactures
at Osney Mill, Oxford, during the Civil War. The
Schultze factory at Fritham, Hampshire also produced
gunpowder from 1865 to 1923 for the military. The
Whitchurch ‘Silk’ Mill, Hampshire is described below.

Although recent years have seen the closure of many
breweries, brewing and malting were common across the
region. Unfortunately the amount of recording carried
out has been very limited, although a survey of the
Oxfordshire Industries was published in 1985 (Bond &
Rhodes). Major sites developed close to the easy trans -
port route of the River Thames, at Wallingford and at
Henley (see Fig. 15.1) where the modern plant from
Brakspears was removed in 2002 and the buildings
converted to a hotel in 2004-5 (CgMs 2004). In Reading
the Courage Brewery remains a major manufacturing
site. Many small local breweries have been taken over by
larger organisations; for example Halls took over four
Oxford brewers in 1897. Morrells was founded in the city
in 1597, but in the late 1990s this also was taken over and
production ceased. Their St Thomas Street plan has been
recorded and excavated (H Moore 2006; Norton 2006).
Similar closures have taken place in the other counties,
including Strong’s of Romsey, Hampshire.

Wool and textiles 

Sheep and wool production had developed during the
medieval period into a major source of wealth for many
landowners and the prosperity of towns across
Oxfordshire, Berkshire and Hampshire in particular.
Following a peak in the 16th century, the trade began to
decay in the 17th century. For some towns this led to a
loss of status, for example Burford, or a concentration
on other industries, as happened in Reading and
Newbury. Other towns managed to maintain their wool
industry through specialist production. The most
successful example was Witney where the blanket trade
only ceased production in the late 1990s. Chipping
Norton and Banbury moved to the production of tweed
while plush was manufactured in the latter town and its
environs. Most of the cloth industry was carried out in
relatively small workshops or in weavers’ homes,
although the specialist towns, particularly Witney, had
larger mills operating in the 19th century after mechani-
sation had taken place.

Bliss Tweed Mill and the mill in Witney retain many
original features, but are now residential buildings.
Other workshops have experienced similar conversions,
but many have been demolished. Little recording has
been carried out, although English Heritage has carried
out survey work for the Textile Mills of the South-West
project, for which the detailed records are not readily

accessible. It is important that opportunities to explore
buildings, even when the frontage appears to be of
recent date, for the survival of workshops, or parts of
them, at the rear should be exploited, and that surviving
evidence for the cloth industry is recorded. The
extensive tenter grounds for drying cloth are generally
now only known from historic maps. 

Hemp and twine were used by a factory in Abingdon
to make sacking. By the later 19th century coconut and
rush matting were being produced and soon after 1900
the factory became Abingdon Carpets, now no longer
based in the town. Behind Twitty’s Almshouses in
Abingdon a factory producing hemp sacks and linen was
partly destroyed in 1838. It was taken over by a clothier,
John Hyde, whose family established a clothing factory,
specialising in cotton goods. Trading continued until
1931. In 1977-8 the site of the demolished factory was
excavated and its various phases revealed (Wilson 1989). 

James I was determined to establish a native silk
industry and in 1607 began planting of mulberry trees at
Broadlands, Romsey (see Fig. 15.1). Although the king
was not successful in his ambitions, silk processing
continued in Hampshire and Berkshire with the last
operating plant, Whit church silk mill, closing in 1985.
Huguenot refugees opened a silk factory in South -
ampton in the 17th century. The mill has been restored
by the Hampshire Preservation Trust as a working
museum (http://whitchurchsilkmill.org.uk/mill/index.
php/history-of-the-mill). Andover had a tradition of
home-working and there were also mills in Wokingham
(http://www.wokinghamsociety.org.uk/history.html).
However, this industry has not been studied in detail

In the south-west of Hampshire another textile crop,
flax, was grown. This raw material was woven into
canvas, in particular to supply the local shipbuilders with
sails. Around 500 looms have been noted in the
Fordingbridge area. Sailmaking was also carried out in
Reading, originally at the Oracle site and later at a
factory in Katesgrove (Childs 1910). 

A much smaller-scale production was that of lace. This
was carried out in the Aylesbury and High Wycombe area
as well as at Olney in the north of Bucking ham shire. In
these areas, archaeological evidence is confined to
occasional finds of pins or bobbins. A separate industry
existed in the Isle of Wight, where a factory operated at
Newport in the 19th century (Jones & Jones, 1987, 116).

Geological resources

The Solent-Thames region is crossed by bands of
different geological date, the characteristics of which
support a range of industries. The major river terraces of
the Avon, Coln, Kennet and Thames have experienced
large-scale gravel extraction programmes for which
archaeological investigations have concentrated on the
evidence from earlier periods contained within or
overlaid by the gravel. Small-scale local gravel pits are
also widespread.

The chalk bands of the Chilterns have also been
exploited. A number of chalk pits and mines have been



identified in Buckinghamshire (Farley 1979b, 138-9)
and the Caversham area of Reading and cement working
took place at Pitstone, Buckingham shire and Chinnor,
Oxfordshire. Concrete from the West Medina Mills in
the Isle of Wight provided raw materials for some very
early concrete houses (www.iwias.org.uk). Surprisingly
few lime kilns have been identified in north Bucking -
ham shire within the limestone belt.

Good building stone occurs in various parts of the
region. Probably the quarries at Taynton and Headington
in Oxfordshire were the most important of these, and the
industries, together with production of slate from
Stonesfield, were examined in some detail by Arkell in
1947. Hampshire supplied some malmstone and
Berkshire sarsen.

The abundance of clay across the region supported a
brick and tile industry. Works were established in
Hampshire, Berkshire and on the outskirts of Ryde and
Cowes, Isle of Wight. Brick making was particularly
common in Buckinghamshire, at Slough, Hedger ley,
Great Linford and Calvert/Newton Longville. The plant
at Great Linford was adjacent to the canal from which
it supplied the building of Wolverton and New Bradwell
in the 1880s. The Calvert plant continued to be
operated by the London Brick Company into the 1980s
and 90s. A brickworks operated at Chawley just west of
Oxford in the 18th and 19th centuries, serving the
expanding town (Dodsworth 1976). Pottery was also
produced, in Tilehurst, Cove, Inkpen and Brill.
Evidence for tile production in the post-medieval
period is less common, but a 16th-century kiln has
recently been excavated at Penn, east of High Wycombe
(Broadbent 1983) and there were also tile kilns at Little
Brickhill in the 16th century.

Important local brick making centres were found
across the Chilterns in the 18th century, several of them
surviving into the 20th century and beyond. A well-
preserved bottle kiln survives at Nettlebed, Oxfordshire
and there are several abandoned clay pits in the vicinity.
Chalfont St Giles and Chesham were important brick
producing centres in Buckinghamshire: Matthews and
Duntons are still producing hand-made bricks today.

Pottery production took place at a number of
locations in Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire, but the
major manufacturing site was at Brill, Bucking hamshire
(see Fig. 15.1), where it continued until the 1860s.
Excavations in the 1970s and 1980s identified the
remains of kilns from the 16th century onwards (Farley
1979a, Yeoman 1988, Cocroft 1985).

Glass was produced at a few locations, including
Buckholt, Hampshire and at Alum Bay, Cowes. The
Ravenscroft Glassworks in Henley finally closed in the
1960s. Its success had been the result of discovery of a
recipe for lead crystal, which relied on a particular type
of sand from Nettlebed.

Small-scale industry

Several types of small-scale industrial production were
taking place across the region. The elm woods of the

Chilterns supported the furniture industry around High
Wycombe, where there is a museum to the crafts. Paper
was produced at a number of locations close to rivers,
such as Thatcham, Berkshire, High Wycombe, Bucking -
hamshire and Wolvercote, near Oxford. A Conservation
Area has been desig nated by South Buckinghamshire
Council to protect the remains of the Riverside works in
Taplow. The latter site supplied paper to the Oxford
University Press. Parchment was produced at a works in
Havant, Hampshire, which originated in the early 19th
century and continued to the 1920s (CgMs 2006b), and
in Andover, the former having closed only recently.

A by-product of this industry was the relatively short-
lived production of tarred paper roofs for buildings in the
early 19th century, with examples recorded near Abingdon
and at Eynsham and Sandford-on-Thames (Airs 1998).

Needles were made in Long Crendon, east of Thame
in Buckinghamshire, but the cottage industry never
developed and disappeared after its competitors in
Redditch (Warwickshire) went over to mechanised mass
production. Straw plaiting for hats was another occupa-
tion mainly for Buckinghamshire women. Clockmaking
was pursued in Oxford, North Oxfordshire (Beeson
1967) and Newbury (Higgott 2001). 

Leather production is another industry that uses
much water. In Newbury on the Kennet, tanneries were
common, possibly supplying manufacture of saddlery
for the coach trade. Gloves were made in Witney,
Woodstock and Charlbury, Oxfordshire (Leyland and
Troughton 1974).

Fishing was obviously important in the coastal areas
of the region, but the extent to which it formed a major
part of the economy is uncertain. Some remains of a
fishing hamlet survive at Steephill Cove, Isle of Wight.
Oysters from the Solent were harvested at Emsworth
and Langstone Bay and shipped to urban markets. Salt
production survived as an important industry from the
medieval period into the 19th century along the New
Forest coast and at various sites on the Isle of Wight. At
Lymington some remains of the salterns and coal-
powered boiling houses can still be found. The cost of
transporting coal and high salt taxes resulted in the end
of manufacture (http://www.lymington.org/history/the
saltindustry.html) 

Transport

Production of means of transport was a significant
element in the industry of the Solent-Thames region.
The largest component was shipbuilding, mostly in
South Hampshire and on the Isle of Wight, for example
at Hamble and at Bucklers Hard at Beaulieu (Plate
17.10). Most were timber craft, made from wood from
the New Forest and the Forest of Bere, but some iron
ships were produced from metal from Funtley and
Sowley. Powerboats were later produced at Hythe, Isle of
Wight and Vospers also had a marine engineering works
in the area, as well at South ampton. The island was also
home to Saunders-Roe, the company which became the
British Hovercraft Corporation in the 1960s. The Isle of
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Plate 17.10  Model of Bucklers Hard, Hampshire, copyright Bucklers Hard Museum

Plate 17.11  Hammerhead Ship Crane at Cowes on the Isle of Wight, copyright Isle of Wight Museum



Wight’s shipyards are still dominated by the Cowes
Hammerhead Crane erected in 1912 (Plate 17.11), and
thought to be the earliest extant crane in the UK
(http://www.coweshammerheadcrane.org.uk/) 

Smaller craft for river use were manufactured
elsewhere. Salter’s Boatyard in Oxford was one site and
there was extensive work carried out on the site before it
was redeveloped for housing (OA 2000b). Tooley’s
Boatyard in Banbury is now a museum.

Aircraft were also manufactured in the region, in
Reading, Woodley, Southampton and the Hamble.
Saunders-Roe produced sea planes in Cowes and a
company in Newbury was switched over to making
gliders (Oxford Archaeology 2006b).

Wokingham was for a time a centre for coach
building. The most important source of road vehicles is
the car plant at Cowley, which grew from William
Morris’ garage in Longwall Street, Oxford. The plant has
changed hands many times since its foundation and the
current site, producing Minis for BMW, is much smaller
than the extent occupied at the height of production.
When the rest was demolished little recording took
place. Another car manufacturing plant existed in
Abingdon, where MG was established by Cecil Kimber,
who had been making sports cars from Morris’ vehicles.
The plant was sited in a former leather working ware -
house. Production finally ceased in Abingdon in 1980
(Moylan 2007). Some of the plant was demolished,
again without recording, and some is used by Oxford
Engineering. Wantage too has some links with the motor
industry, providing bases for the Williams Formula 1
motor racing teams. 

Small foundries and engineering works existed across
the region. In Wallingford was Wilder’s, a company
responsible for wells, manhole covers and iron kerbing
(examples of which still survive in the town) as well as
agricultural machinery. Other companies were known in
Reading, Newbury, Andover, Eastleigh, Buckingham,
and Lucy’s Eagle Iron works in Oxford. Wolverton (west
of Milton Keynes) was established by the London and
Birmingham railway company for manufacture of
railway engines and carriages. Further south was the
Eastleigh carriage and locomotive works.

New industries

New industries were established in the 20th century. Film
studios were constructed at Denham, Buckingham shire,
where Alexander Korda made some of his films, but the
Hi-tech industries have been particularly important. The
Atomic Energy Research Establishment was based at
Harwell (west of Didcot) where prototype nuclear reactors
were built (Hance 2006). The site and its surrounding area
have continued to attract similar initiatives such as the
Diamond Light Source and JET at Culham. Radiation
was also important to Amersham International and the
Atomic Weapons Research Establishments at Aldermaston
and Burghfield. From Slough to Reading the computer
industry has established bases while Vodafone have made
Newbury its headquarters.

Leisure

Entertainment and sport have become more significant
‘industries’ in recent years. The Solent-Thames region
is home to Windsor, Ascot and Newbury racecourses,
which have their particular development histories.
Horse racing also took place on Port Meadow, Oxford
and at Tweseldown, Fleet, Hamp shire. The horse
racing industry has been influential in the development
of the Lambourn Downs area of Berkshire, where
many studs and gallops are located. Newbury has its
own railway station and now a course range occupies
the centre of the racetrack (OA 2006b). Polo is played
at Windsor.

The region contains a number of professional football
clubs, traditionally a strong feature in the social life of
the working classes, although with major new stadia in
recent years at Reading, Southampton and Oxford, most
have moved away from their original locations, with the
old sites redeveloped for housing. Only Portsmouth (at
Fratton Park) now remain at their traditional home.
Fratton Park contains one of the few remaining stands
by the engineer Archibald Leitch, the leading pre-WWII
architect for such facilities.

A small well-preserved (former professional) football
stadium survives at The Recreation Ground, Aldershot
and Buckinghamshire now also has its own professional
team, the MK Dons, which relocated from Wimbledon
in 2003 and since November 2007 has played at
stadium:mk.

The Thames itself has a significant role in water
sports, particularly the Henley Regatta (the original
1913 grandstand at Phyllis Court having been rebuilt in
the 1990s) and, more recently, international events on
the Eton Rowing Course at Dorney Lake. The Solent is
of course also a centre for water sport. Yachting takes
place in the Hamble area and Cowes Royal Regatta has
been taking place for nearly 200 years.

Shopping has developed from a necessity to a leisure
activity, although the activity will always have also served
a social function, particularly where markets brought
people together from dispersed settlements. Recording of
markets and shops is uncommon beyond photo graphic
collections. Material from the former Capes store in
Oxford is held by the Oxfordshire Museums Service
following a survey on its 1970s closure (Foster 1973). 

Cinemas and theatres have yet to receive the attention
they deserve. Some have existed for a long time such as
Theatre Royal in Winchester, which dates from 1850.
The Theatre Royal in Windsor opened in 1903 and the
Empire Variety Theatre in Southampton in 1928,
although this became a cinema in 1933. The Holywell
Music Room, Oxford, was the first purpose built concert
hall, opening in 1742. The region does have a number of
cinema buildings from the early 20th century including
the Rivoli, Sandown, Isle of Wight from the 1930s, the
Plaza, Southsea, Hampshire from 1928 and in Oxford
the Electra of 1910-11 and one in Magdalen Street
which was built in 1922-4. This is still operating as a
multi-screen cinema. 
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Recording of industrial premises has been limited.
Work was carried out at Spencer Corsets, Banbury
(Stradling 1996) and the Lucy’s Foundry in Oxford was
the subject of an MA dissertation, but this did not
include recording of buildings (Warburton 2003).

Transport and communications

Southampton has been an important trading port from
the early medieval period, but it was in the mid-19th
century that the dock area began to expand. During the
post-medieval and modern periods the growth of
passenger traffic also increased, – liners, ferries to
Europe and the rest of the world (P&O, Cunard etc) and
the Isle of Wight. Portsmouth has remained primarily a
naval port, although it is now possible to catch ferries to
the Isle of Wight and the continent. Several small ports
serve the Isle of Wight. Cowes is the largest, but Ryde is
the base for the hovercraft service in addition to a
passenger ferry to the mainland. Regular ferries from
Ryde began in 1796.

To help ensure safe passage for shipping various
lighthouses have been erected around the coast. On the
Isle of Wight the first lighthouse on the Needles was
built in 1785. This and St Catherine’s Lighthouse of
1840 have experienced problems with sea mists and
have had various improvements made over the years
(Insole & Parker 1979). The island also boasts a 6.1 m
high triangular pillar, erected in 1735 at Ashey Down,
erected as a Sea Mark. Rivers, particularly the Thames,
have served as carriage routes for people and goods since
the prehistoric period. Use of the Thames was in decline
at the end of the medieval period, but from the 17th
century onwards efforts were made to improve the
navigation through dredging and construction of weirs
and locks. These are mainly recorded in drawings and
photographs (Siberechts of Henley, Taunt 1872, Banks
and Stanley 1990), although some archaeological
recording has been carried out at Iffley near Oxford and
at Abingdon Swift Ditch lock (WA 2000, OA 2000a).
Henley was a major gathering point for goods such as
grain and timber (Plot 1677). These and coal were
transferred to Oxford as well as London and stone from
Headington was taken out (Prior 1981, 1982; Peberdy
1996). There were several wharf areas in Oxford, the
best known along Fishers Row and from the 19th
century in Jericho, where the boatyard has only recently
closed. When Salter’s Boatyard in Oxford was redevel-
oped an extensive programme of recording was carried
out (OA 2000b).

Although goods are no longer moved by river the
Thames is an important route for recreational cruising
and the venue for numerous sporting events. Little work
has been carried out on the craft employed although the
River and Rowing Museum in Henley does house
various sporting craft. 

Construction of canals (Fig. 17.2) and the canalisa-
tion of stretches of river permitted easier freight
movement by water. Construction of canals in the region

actually began in 1611 when the Earl of Southampton
dammed the River Meol and built the Titchfield Canal,
the second canal in England. Of the major river
improvement schemes, the River Wey was improved in
1653, the Itchen Navigation dates from 1710 and the
Kennet Navigation section of the Kennet and Avon
Canal opened between 1795 and 1810 (Hadfield 1970;
see Plate 1.2). This last enabled a significant wharf to be
developed at Newbury (WA 1996c, 1998).

A network of other canals was constructed to link the
various waterways, including the Basingstoke and
Andover Canals (1794) and the Berkshire and Wiltshire
Canal in 1810. Further north the major canal linking
London with Braunston, Northampton shire passed
through Buckinghamshire. This opened at the end of the
18th century and linked into the Grand Union Canal in
the Midlands. A branch to Aylesbury has been closed
and largely dismantled although traces remain. The most
important site within Buckinghamshire was at Wolverton
where an aqueduct, now a Scheduled Ancient Monu -
ment, opened in 1811 carrying the canal over the River
Ouse (Faulkner 1972). The Oxford Canal from
Coventry had opened in 1790 (Bloxham and Bond
1981), finally closing as a coal wharf in the 1950s. The
route passed through Banbury where a dock has been
excavated. Tooley’s Boatyard had closed in 1995, but the
historic workshops have been preserved as a museum
(Birmingham University Field Archaeology Unit 1999,
2000; OA 2003).

Many of the locks on these navigations were originally
constructed with turf-sides, but these have generally
been replaced. Garston Lock near Reading has survived
as a working lock and that at Monkey Marsh, Thatcham
has been excavated and recorded. (Harding and
Newman 1990). Canal restoration groups are helping to
restore many stretches of waterway and ensure the
preservation of features.

One factor in the commercial demise of the canal and
river network was the coming of the railways (Fig. 17.2).
Railway companies were formed sometimes to build
very short branch lines and these were amalgamated in
1921 into the major companies that existed until nation-
alisation of the railways in 1948. The Solent-Thames
region falls mainly within the area operated by the Great
Western Railway (GWR), but lines from the north were
operated by the London Midland and Scottish Railway
(LMS). The various lines are too numerous to discuss in
detail here, but their histories are well documented in
the vast published literature. Only parts of the network
still survive, partly as a result of the cuts in the 1960s
under Dr Beeching, although in the late 20th century
reopening of lines began, such as the Chiltern Line from
Birmingham to London.

There are large number of surviving structures and
features of historical interest, usually on smaller or
disused lines. Their preservation and recording owes
much to volunteer organisations that run museums and
operate trains over limited distances. There are six of
these within the region: the Isle of Wight Steam Railway;
Mid-Hants Watercress Railway; the Didcot Railway
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Centre, Cholsey and Wallingford Railway, Oxfordshire;
Chinnor & Princes Risborough Railway (Oxfordshire/
Buckinghamshire) and the Buckingham shire Railway
Centre at Quainton. Didcot owes its present size and
significance in the county to the GWR works. The
London and Birmingham Railway, later part of LMS,
opened a major works at Wolverton in 1838 for
manufacture of engines and carriages, which similarly
established the town. Among the significant structures
associated with the railway is the Wolverton Viaduct over
the River Ouse (Cockman 1974).

The LMS station in Oxford was an unusual building
utilising the same technology as that employed in the
building of the Crystal Palace. It opened in 1851 and
then in 1999 it was dismantled and moved to the
Railway Centre at Quainton, Buckinghamshire (OA
1999; Plate 17.12). North-west of the present Oxford
Station are the remains of a turntable bridge over the
Sheepwash Channel (OAU 1996). 

The railway network never connected everywhere
and in the 1870s the Duke of Buckingham attempted to
plug one gap with the horse drawn Wotton Tramway.
This operated for 64 years, and some associated
earthworks survive (Jones 1974). The Metro politan
Railway expanded into Buckinghamshire in the 1890s,
allowing houses to be built on their land holdings route,
helping to create the suburbs of Metroland (Hepple &
Doggett, 1994).

At one time there was an extensive network of railway
lines on Isle of Wight, linking the seaside resorts to the
ports of Cowes, Ryde and Yarmouth. Primarily serving
the tourist industry, these railways were a response to
their development.

Until the post-medieval period responsibility for the
maintenance of roads lay with individual parishes, which
made little effort to keep the highways in good
condition. During the 18th century a series of Turnpike
Acts were passed, imposing a toll for travel along a
particular section of road which was used to pay for
maintenance (Albert 1972). In the Isle of Wight,
however, the Turnpike Trust was not established until
1813. Toll collectors were provided with houses, many of
which survive and are often now Listed Buildings. In
Oxford, for example, there is one on the Botley Road
and another at Folly Bridge. 

A number of major routes from London, such as A4,
A5, A40 and A31, pass through the region. The turnpike
system encouraged coach travel along these, bringing with
it associated prosperity for a number of towns. Coaching
inns survive, including the Kings Head, Aylesbury,
Griffin, Amersham and George and Dragon, West
Wycombe, Buckinghamshire; Chequers, Newbury, White
Hart, Colnbrook and George, Reading, Berk shire; Three
Cups, Stocksbridge, White Hart, Andover and Red Lion,
Fareham, Hampshire; Old Black Horse, Oxford, Old
Crown, Faringdon and George, Dorchester-on-Thames,
Oxfordshire. In the 20th century the M3, M4, M40 and
M1 motorways have had a similar beneficial impact, most
notably for the development of Milton Keynes.

As yet neglected subjects of study are motorway
service stations, roadside transport cafés, such as Mac’s
Cafe on the A4 at Padworth, Berkshire which are
currently rapidly disappearing from ‘A’ roads across the
region to be demolished or converted to other uses. Even
the distinctive chain of 1960s and 1970s ‘Little Chef’
restaurants is losing sites.

Milestones are commonly found, sometimes statuto-
rily listed, and on the A4 in Berkshire several pumps set
up to reduce the level of dust are still in position (Babtie
n.d.). Roadside archaeology includes signposts as well as
more recent features such as police boxes and those set
up by the AA and RAC. There are only a few examples
of early garages that still survive. These often started life
as blacksmiths’ forges or bicycle repair shops. One early
purpose-built garage is the Electric Filling Station, built
on the south side of Newbury in 1934 (OA 2006b). The
history of road vehicles themselves is recorded at
Beaulieu Motor Museum, Hants. 

Various forms of public transport have been tried in
towns. Tramways were constructed in Oxford, Reading
and Southampton, although the only surviving evidence
comes from maps. In Oxford the trams were only ever
horse-drawn and not electrified as happened elsewhere
(Hart 1972). Horse buses were the precursors to motor
buses. At Long Hanborough, Oxfordshire there is a Bus
Museum documenting their history.

Bridges are important features of the road network
and many were originally built before the post-medieval
period. Magdalen Bridge in Oxford was rebuilt in the
1770s and widened in 1835 and 1872 (VCH Oxfordshire
IV 1979). Some bridges have been the subject of detailed
studies, for example Wallingford Bridge, Oxon (Steane
1982). In Buckingham the bridge has some fine
Coadstone decoration. Rather more unusual is the
Floating Bridge in the Isle of Wight, which is in fact a
chain ferry across the River Medina, linking East and
West Cowes. This has operated in various forms since
1859(http://www.simplonpc.co.uk/Cowes.html#
anchor71591).

Despite its legacy of former military airfields, the
region has not played a major role in the growth in
commercial air travel. The only major airport is
Southampton and there is a much smaller facility at
Kidlington serving the Oxford area. However, the
majority of sites which are still open for flying operate at
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club level, Booker near High Wycombe and Popham
near Basingstoke for example.

An aspect of transport that has not been well
researched is the place within society of the gangs of
construction workers needed to build the canals,
railways and major roads. Huge numbers of these
would have moved into areas for the lifetime of the
project, requiring housing and some supporting
infrastructure. For example, little is known about the
lives of some 3,000 men employed on the Grand
Junction Canal (which includes the Grand Union
Canal) in 1793 (Faulkner 1972). In more recent times
the camps of environmental protestors have become a
feature of major projects, affecting construction of the
Winchester by-pass at Twyford Down and the
Newbury by-pass.

Legacy

The post-medieval and modern period witnessed the
growth of Great Britain as a world power, building a
trade network for the products of the industrial revolu-
tion. Although the British Empire no longer exists, the
Solent remains an important part of the international
network through its container port as well as the
passenger facilities for cross-channel ferries and cruises.

For Britain, a sea-going nation that led the industrial
revolution, the wider world has always been of
importance. One sign of globalisation has been the
growth of multi-cultural societies, but the presence of
immigrant communities did not come as new to
Hampshire with its major ports. These are now more
common across the region, but particularly so in the
east, in Slough, Reading and High Wycombe and some
smaller centres like Chesham.

It is still possible to some extent to tell which county
is which from the building materials and styles.
However, new buildings are not always sensitive to this,
employing instead a generic shopping mall or
supermarket brand style. This erosion of regional/local
character is a marked legacy, although by no means only
within the Solent-Thames region.

Until the later 20th century Britain was a manufac-
turing nation, but most of this capacity has now been
exported to the Far East and Eastern Europe where
production costs are less. As the Solent-Thames region
was never dependent on an industrial base, its prosperity
has not suffered as much as that of other parts of Britain.
Consumerism has had an impact on the infrastructure of
the region through the proliferation of out-of-town
shopping facilities, reconstruction of town centres for
malls as well as altering the pattern of freight movement
from its ports.
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18.1  Nature of the evidence

The wealth of evidence for this period is immense, much
of it from documentary records, contemporary illustra-
tions and eye-witness accounts. The archaeological
record is expanding, although excavations are still much
rarer than survey work. All types of evidence only
provide a partial record, and the documentary sources
have a bias away from ordinary people and their lives.
Ways in which the various data sources are used in
combination need to be improved, as follows: 

18.1.1 Areas where the physical and documentary
evidence is contradictory need to be identi-
fied for further investigation.

18.1.2 The strengths and weaknesses of the various
types of evidence across the region should be
assessed.

18.2  Chronology

The documentary records for this period mean that
chronology and dating should be better understood than
for earlier ones. However, this does not mean that there is
no uncertainty over the timing of events, particularly those
affecting changes to the rural environment and land use.
Opportunities to obtain reliable dates for structures or
landscapes elements should therefore be taken whenever
possible. Specific aims should include the following:

18.2.1 The reliability of chronological markers,
particularly for the 16th to 18th century,
needs to be tested.

18.2.2 Architectural typologies and dendrochronology
should be compared to check consistency.

18.2.3 The precision of ceramic sequences should be
tested.

18.3  Landscape and land use

One of the major influences on the rural landscape during
this period was enclosure, either by agreement or parlia-

mentary act. Enclosure began during the medieval period
and still continues at a very low level with loss of commons
for example, although the majority had happened by the
late 19th century. The changes in the landscape and
increasing urbanisation were also influenced by major
developments in the transport infrastructure. Listed below
are some issues of particular importance for research:

18.3.1 The possible social and economic forces
responsible for the distribution of ‘champion’
and ‘ancient’ landscapes within the region
need to be explored.

18.3.2 Environmental evidence needs to be collected
routinely to gather information on the origins
of fields and changes in agricultural practice,
which may have occurred at different times in
different areas.

18.3.3 The impact of large towns (and of London)
on their hinterlands would merit further
investigation.

18.3.4 Studies of significant gardens and parks,
particularly those which are not on the
Register of Parks and Gardens, should
consider social issues, such as their roles as
status symbols and in competition between
members of the elite, as well as their design
components.

18.3.5 The development of agriculture in the Isle of
Wight may inform debate on the perceived
insularity of the Island.

18.3.6 Evidence for the impact of the Little Ice Age
on the coastal and marine environments
should be sought.

18.3.7 The impact of the Little Ice Age on daily life
and the wider economy may also be found in
the environmental record.

18.3.8 Survival of woods and commons is good
across the region, particularly in south
Buckinghamshire, but the reasons for this are
not well understood.
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18.3.9 The date and impact of industry on the
landscape needs to be established.

18.3.10 The impact of the agricultural revolution on
the landscape needs to be explored.

18.4  Social and administrative organisation

The archaeology of social organisation and administra-
tion for this period lies mainly in associated buildings
and structures. These can range from a village pump to
a large hospital complex. Smaller features are often
removed for road schemes or redevelopment, while the
larger buildings are frequently seen as unsuitable for
modern requirements. This results in major alteration,
change of use or even demolition. The following areas of
research merit particular attention: 

18.4.1 The balance between insularity and popula-
tion movement should be studied, particularly
in the context of the Isle of Wight.

18.4.2 Social hierarchy in settlements should be
investigated, through built infrastructure,
decoration, symbology and material culture
manifestations of social, economic and
cultural/racial variation within urban and
rural settlement.

18.4.3 More work is needed on changes in standards
of living for the lower classes. For example, to
what extent was such change uniform or was
defined by local circumstance (such as the
priorities of major landlords).

18.4.4 The relationships between urban morphology,
prosperity and backyard enterprise merit
investigation.

18.4.5 The provision of public utilities across the
region and its relationship to social hierar-
chies would merit further investigation.

18.4.6 Evidence should be gathered to illustrate how
the proceeds of capitalism were divided and
used, both across the region and over time.

18.4.7 Indirect and direct influences on the 
environment of the region by the monarchy,
parliament, the growth of London and the
growth of empire, especially with respect 
to the region’s location in the hinterland 
of London and Southampton, need to be
explored.

18.5  Settlement

In rural areas settlement and landscape cannot be

regarded separately. HLC can lead on to more detailed
consideration of the development and character of settle-
ments, as it has in Buckingham shire. Study of towns is a
better established discipline, with a number of county
based projects in the 1970s and 1980s which are being
updated at present through an EH initiative. Key among
the areas needing research are the following:

18.5.1 The factors leading to the mix of settlement
types across the region should be investigated.

18.5.2 Environmental evidence for the quality of the
urban environment should be collected, and
used to investigate possible zoning and
evidence for social improvement in the later
part of the period.

18.5.3 The reasons why some towns failed during
the post-medieval period, and the rationale
for new ones to be established, are not fully
understood.

18.5.4 More parish surveys are needed which
explore the development of settlements 
in more detail, including relationships 
with outlying farms and hamlets, 
morphology etc.

18.5.5 Evidence for differences between the rural
and urban economies should be collected and
analysed.

18.6  Built environment

The types of building materials and building styles used
across the region vary considerably, although modern
developments seldom maintain this diversity, especially
outside Conservation Areas. The work of many leading
architects is represented across the Solent-Thames
region, in individual houses as well as churches and larger
corporate buildings. The efficient communications
network and proximity to London led to the creation of
commuter belt suburbs in Berkshire and Buckingham -
shire, while other major suburban developments have
followed industries such as the Harwell and Aldermaston
research establishments. Avenues for further study are
listed below:

18.6.1 Investigation should be carried out to test
whether the nature of the built environment
reflects differences in settlement patterns.

18.6.2 Whether anciently enclosed landscapes display
greater diversity and innovation than surviving
open field areas need to be explored.

18.6.3 Further study of public buildings (local
government and justice; schools, hospitals
etc) would illuminate their origin, develop-
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ment, aspects of their operation and their
social context.

18.6.4 A better understanding of when building
materials and techniques change across the
region is needed. 

18.6.5 The role of built infrastructure, decoration,
symbology and material culture as manifesta-
tions of social, economic and cultural/racial
variation within urban and rural settlement
would benefit from systematic study.

18.6.6 The impact of London and other major
connurbations on regional building styles,
particularly through suburban developments,
could be tested.

18.7  Ceremony, ritual and religion

The nature of religious beliefs and practices across the
Solent-Thames region has undergone massive changes
during the post-medieval and modern periods. The
beginning of the period saw the conversion of the
established Church from Roman Catholicism to
Anglican Protestantism. The new religion itself under -
went a series of changes in rite and acceptable church
decoration, fittings and furnishing over the next few
centuries. Catholicism was never completely eradicated
and it was re-established in the 19th century. The
number and variety of non-conformist denominations
also varied across this period. At all periods, but partic-
ularly from the 2nd half of the 20th century onwards,
immigrants from abroad have brought a variety of
different religions or sects, producing, even within this
limited geographical area, a multi-cultural society. The
following aspects of evidence of ritual and religion merit
further study:

18.7.1 The churches, churchyards and memorials of
the region should be studied to provide
information about their connections with
major architectural and artistic figures, and
the roles played by the inhabitants of the
region in the wider environment. 

18.7.2 The region, in particular Berkshire, was home
to a significant Catholic recusant community,
and evidence for this movement should be
collated.

18.7.3 Systematic study of non-conformism could
determine whether its spread reflected socio-
economic factors.

18.7.4 Early evidence for places of worships linked
to non-Christian groups should be sought,
particularly around the major ports.

18.8  Warfare, defences and military 
installations

The Solent-Thames region has played a major role in
Britain’s defences throughout this period. The naval
bases along the south coast have been in continuous use
since Henry VIII began to establish a permanent navy,
and the heathlands of Berkshire, Hampshire and
neighbouring Surrey saw the development of the
country’s standing army. Airfields were a 20th century
addition to the landscape, and in our region many
survived the end of World War II and came to
prominence during the Cold War, including Greenham
Common, Upper Heyford and the NATO HQ at High
Wycombe. Secret establishments such as Bletchley Park
also existed within the region. Areas of particular
potential include the following:

18.8.1 The many sites connected with the Civil War,
including garrisons, skirmishes sieges and
defences, should be identified and their
archaeological potential assessed.

18.8.2 More work remains to be done on 17th to
19th century military sites and World War I
defences, including upon the issues of
continuity and re-use.

18.8.3 The scope of information about the region’s
wide range of World War II defensive arrange-
ments should be extended to include more on
civilian defence, particularly air-raid shelters,
and should include both identification and
recording of sites and accompanying oral
testimony.

18.8.4 Further studies of cold war operations and
defences should be pursued, partly in order
to identify features for future protection.

18.9  Material culture

Material culture generally is not receiving the attention
it deserves, but this is particularly true for the post-
medieval and modern periods. The close study of
ceramic assemblages, grave furniture or the inventory of
goods surviving in a building is seldom carried out and
finds are often regarded as obscuring the more
interesting earlier layers below. Historical archaeology in
the USA has demonstrated the value of studying more
recent material culture, but adoption of these ideas in
the UK is slow. The following measures urgently need
implementation or reinforcement.

18.9.1 Post-medieval below-ground archaeology
tends to be investigated only as a by-product
of sites identified for their medieval interest, in
urban situations where later levels may have
been extensively disturbed. There is a case for
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more emphasis in planning conditions upon
the proper investigation of sites likely to be
productive for their post-medieval interest,
both to provide the data for detailed studies of
contexts and associations and help to build up
a better picture of ceramic and other artefact
sequences. This will be particularly productive
for urban sites in Oxford, Aylesbury, Reading,
Winchester or Cowes. 

18.9.2 In particular, more detailed work should be
concentrated on ceramics as a dating base,
particularly for the 15th/16th century, and on
helping to establish patterns of sources and
manufacture for the market towns of each
county.

18.9.3 Studies are also needed on further developing
detailed understanding of non-ceramic
artefact types found in excavation, especially
bottle glass and tobacco pipes.

18.9.4 It would be helpful to establish a method-
ology for the analysis of probate records,
hearth tax returns etc., in order to improve
the integration of documentary and archaeo-
logical evidence, including that from building
recording.

18.9.5 Patterns in material culture can contribute to
the understanding of patterns of trade across
the region, the influence of the major south
coast ports and the influence of London and
royalty on society.

18.10  Crafts, trade and industries

The Solent-Thames region is not usually associated with
industry, a term which tends to suggest the heavy
manufacturing and extraction processes of the Midlands
and North. There has in fact been a wide variety of
industries including ship and aircraft manufacture, cloth
working and brick and tile production, as well as the
furniture production of Buckinghamshire, needle
making, straw plaiting and other cottage industries, most
of which did not survive when mechanisation was
introduced. Ways to enhance our understanding of these
practices include:

18.10.1 Collection of environmental evidence for
particular industries eg. salt-making.

18.10.2 Exploration of the distribution of industry,
the reasons for its existence and, where
appropriate, its demise. 

18.10.3 Recording of surviving industrial complexes
and small-scale rural enterprises before
closure.

18.10.4 Further investigaton of the leisure and rec -
reation industries, including those associated
with the coast, which are changing rapidly.

18.10.5 Searching for environmental evidence for the
use of exotic imports such as spices.

Transport and communications

The Solent and its various harbours established the
region as an important part of the maritime transport
network. The River Thames continued to be a major link
in the transport network into the 20th century, while the
importance of the River Kennet was increased when it
was incorporated into the Kennet and Avon Canal. The
A34 continues to act as one of the major north-south
routes in southern England, linking the Solent to Oxford
and from there to the M40 and the Midlands. At
Newbury this road intersects with the principal route
from London to Wales, the A4 and now the M4. These
and other long established major routes have been a big
influence on the development of the region. Better
understanding of the development of the region’s
transport networks requires the following: 

18.11.1 More information about the pre-turnpike
road network.

18.11.2 Exploration of the effects of the development
of the communications network and related
technology upon settlement patterns, land use
and local economies.

18.11.3 Evidence for the development of the maritime
network, including environmental evidence.

Conclusion

The range of resources available for studying the post-
medieval periods is vast, and wherever possible archaeo-
logical investigations should be tied to the documentary
sources. For the very recent past oral history can also
contribute. Post-medieval and modern studies need
therefore to operate as collaborations between archaeol-
ogists, local and social historians, historical geographers
and other interested parties. There are numerous groups
and individuals involved in this work, many of them
amateurs, and this interest and enthusiasm must be
harnessed to provide the best data, and to ensure the
continuation of this interest for the future.
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Introduction

The creation of a Resource Assessment and Research
Agenda has demonstrated the keen level of interest in
the Solent-Thames historic environment and the range
of groups and individuals who are actively involved in
research in the area. Many of these people have
contributed to this volume. There was considerable
support for the idea of a Research Framework, and the
online version of the county contributions has attracted
attention from researchers across the UK and from
Europe. People from all sectors of interest have been
involved in its preparation, including non-professionals. 

Whereas a research-led approach to the examination
of the historic environment is well established in archae-
ology, including in a planning context, this concept is
less usual for the built environment and, with some
exceptions, the project was unable to generate much
enthusiasm to participate from this sector. This area of
study is less-well represented in this volume than we
would have liked.

The preparation of this document has demonstrated
the richness and variety of the historic environment of
the Solent-Thames sub-region. Despite the quantity of
research that has been carried out to date, a number of
areas have been identified where there is insufficient
evidence to inform understanding. The reasons for this
include:

• advances in research techniques, not available
when previous work was carried out;

• lack of knowledge of areas that have seen low levels
of development and of archaeological investigation;

• lack of focus on specific research questions in
planning work.

Common themes

Although research issues that are specific to each
chronological period have been identified, a surprising
number of themes have emerged that are common to
more than one. Some of these are related to the applica-
tion of particular approaches to data and investigation,
others to a specific geographical area, and some to
particular topics. 

The need for existing collections to be revisited and
re-appraised arose in most of the period agendas. In

particular, it is thought that flint artefacts may have been
wrongly identified in the past, leading to incorrect assess-
ments about the levels and locations of past activity for
different chronological periods (see, for example, the
Upper Palaeolithic and Mesolithic chapter). 

More accurate dating was seen as desirable for all
periods. The use of scientific techniques, such as
radiocarbon and OSL (optically-stimulate lumines-
cence) dating, as well as refinements to artefact typolo-
gies, are seen as being able to contribute to this
objective. These can be applied to both existing collec-
tions and as a more regular feature of current and future
investigations.

Environmental sampling was another area where
more work is observed to be generally necessary. More
samples are required, for landscape reconstruction and
for targeting specific issues. Greater consistency and co-
ordination in sampling strategies over wider areas and in
different contexts would also enable a better comparison
of results and more rapid acquisition of useful research
data (see, for example, the Late Bronze Age and Iron
Age chapter). In addition to informing understanding of
a particular chronological period, the results will
contribute to the developing picture of how the wider
landscape of the region has evolved. As has been pointed
out in a number of the period assessments and agendas,
the full value of much environmental work that has
already been undertaken has not been realised, and a
synthesis of existing datasets would, in itself, shed much
light on the past landscapes of the region. 

As has been stressed by a number of the contributors,
our current understanding of the historic environment of
the region has been biased by our focus on development-
led work, which has been concentrated in particular areas
(see the late Bronze Age and Iron Age chapter). Other
parts of our region are much less well understood. An
example is the gaps in our under standing of the Roman
settlement pattern (see the Roman chapter).

The importance of understanding the landscape
setting and environmental context in order to appreciate
human settlement has been stressed by several authors,
especially for early periods when finds may be scarce. As
the environmental introduction and the Palaeolithic
chapters make clear, for some periods reconstructing the
contemporary physical geography of the region is a
fundamental starting point for assessing where sites of
the greatest potential might lie and where different kinds
of activity can be expected. Francis Wenban-Smith has
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described this as understanding the ‘lived landscape’
(Lower and Middle Palaeolithic chapter). Investigating
how people moved through these landscapes and how
this changed through time is another cross-period
theme. Understanding shifting vs permanent settlement,
and the changing range and balance of settlement types,
are research topics that occur repeatedly throughout this
volume.

For our region, extremes of environmental change are
clearest in the long period covered by the Lower and
Middle Palaeolithic. Even in later periods, however, the
significance and effects of natural climatic changes and
human modifications to the environment are important.
In archaeological terms, some extremely high-quality
data has come from remains sealed beneath alluvium
and colluvium (see, for example, the Neolithic and Early
Bronze Age and the Early Medieval chapters). The
relationship between field systems and settlement,
boundaries, land rights and the changing balance
between clearance, pasture and arable is a persistent
theme from the Neolithic to the medieval periods, as is
the importance of a better understanding of human
impact on the ‘wild’ environment of plants and animals.
The introduction and use of domesticated plants and
animals in the Neolithic is still poorly understood, but
the availability of new foods and changing diets are
research topics raised for all periods (see, for example,
the Roman and the Medieval chapters). The relationship
between towns and their hinterlands, it is felt, are still
little understood, despite the prominence of national
research projects like that for Wroxeter (Gaffney and
White 2007), and could be much improved by the better
use of environmental data.

The importance of understanding taphonomic
factors is raised in several chapters, for example the
fortuitous relationship between deposition of Palaeo -
lithic implements and their rapid burial by land slips or
silt deposits. Ploughing has had an impact on the preser-
vation of fragile deposits of many different periods and
understanding the resulting palimpsest of surface finds
is a common theme, especially for occupation which
pre-dates our present settlement pattern (see, for
example, the Upper Palaeolithic and Mesolithic and the
Early Medieval chapters). In towns there is the problem
of the differential survival of the less substantial remains
of early settlement or housing related to lower income
groups (see the Medieval and the Post-medieval and
Modern chapters). How far this last issue can be
addressed in future remains to be seen. 

The Solent-Thames region has had a particularly
strong association with royalty since the early medieval
period, only in part related to its proximity to London.
The importance of this region in the emergence and
changing composition of elites is a cross-period theme
(from the Neolithic to the Post-medieval and Modern
period) which would merit more study. The link between
the rise of kingship and the re-introduction of Christianity
and its developing structure is an issue with great
potential for further work in this area, with early
bishoprics present at Winchester and at Dorchester-on-

Thames. The changing face of Christianity and, latterly,
other religions can be charted up to the modern era.

New industries were influenced by the geography and
geology of the region, for example potting in the Roman
period and the early use of bricks in medieval vernacular
architecture (see the Roman and the Later Medieval
chapters). Proximity to long-distance contacts and trade
routes also played an important role and a main research
area to be addressed is the maritime heritage of the
region. Work in this area will need to consider the
Maritime Archaeological Research Agenda for England
(Ransley et al. 2013). The gradual change of the Solent
river into a marine channel, the particular character of
the Isle of Wight, Britain as a maritime power and
defence against invasion are all relevant here. The
interesting relationship between the mainland and the
Isle of Wight, and the importance of the Island have
been flagged up as meriting greater scrutiny, especially
for the Roman, early medieval and later medieval
periods. The present Solent hides drowned landscapes of
the Mesolithic and earlier periods.

Long-distance links extending beyond the region are
relevant for all periods. These can be investigated in
terms of migration routes or trading links for example.
The Solent-Thames region is not an obviously homoge-
neous area and its relationships to adjoining regions are
important. The role of immigration on its society and the
changing cultural affiliations of its population are
important research themes and the use of stable isotope
analysis and DNA sampling of human and animal
remains to shed light on this issue has been highlighted
by several authors (see, for example, Late Bronze Age
and Iron Age and Early Medieval chapters).

Serendipity will always play a part in archaeological
endeavour, and remains of international significance can
emerge unexpectedly. It is vital that these are recognised
and treated appropriately, whether they are identified in
a Research Framework or not. We must not allow what
are intended to be helpful commentaries on the known
resource and the obvious gaps in knowledge to lead to
formulaic responses. We hope they will promote new
insights and innovation and the recognition of the
genuinely new and unexpected.

Research strategy proposals

A Research Strategy for the region is the next stage in
this Research Framework Project. It will examine
potential mechanisms for addressing the issues raised in
the Research Agendas and will formulate a policy for
further research within a national, regional and local
framework.

The strategy will look at the many ways that archaeo-
logical research can be integrated into strategic and
development opportunities to ensure that research
funding, whether from developers, public bodies or
grant-giving trusts and others, is used in a cost-effective
manner. It will also seek to mesh with the Research
Frameworks of adjacent areas and those which are
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period or theme specific, as also with national policy
statements that set out the need for research to underpin
the public value of the historic environment. It is of vital
importance to provide a strategic vision of fundamental
values for the historic environment which is related to
the public interest.

The Strategy needs to encourage the participation of
everyone active in the study of the historic environment
for the benefit of the public, part of which is to inform

and facilitate curatorial decision making, providing a
recognised framework within which judgements can be
made and justified.

The Research Framework presents the state of the
historic environment at a particular point in time. Levels
of knowledge and understanding will change over time
and the Research Framework will need to evolve
alongside these changes. Part of the Strategy will be to
put in place a review process to allow this to happen.

Chapter 19  Conclusions 293



Aberg, F A, 1978  Medieval moated sites, CBA Res Rep
17, London

Abrams, J, 2003  Rose Cottage, Elm Road, Tylers
Green, Buckinghamshire, unpublished report

Addyman, P V and Leigh, D, 1973  The Anglo-Saxon
village at Chalton, Hampshire: second interim
report, Medieval Archaeology 17, 1-25

Addyman, P V, Leigh, D and Hughes, M J 1972,
Anglo-Saxon houses at Chalton, Hampshire,
Medieval Archaeology 16, 13-32

Adkins, R A and Petchey, M R, 1984  The Secklow
hundred mound and other meeting place mounds in
England, Archaeol J 141, 243-251 

Aiello, L and Wheeler, P, 1995  The Expensive-tissue
Hypothesis the Brain and the Digestive System in
Human and Primate Evolution, Current Anthropology
36, 199–221

Airs, M, 1998  The strange history of paper roofs, Trans
Ancient Monuments Soc 42, 35-62

Airs. M (ed.), 2002  The 20th Century Great House,
OUDCE, Oxford

Albert, W, 1972  The turnpike road system of England
1663-1840, Cambridge

Alcock, N W, 1981  Cruck Construction. An Introduction
and Catalogue, CBA Res Rep 42, London

Alexander, J, Ozanne, P C and Ozanne, A, 1960  The
excavation of a round barrow on Arreton Down, Isle
of Wight, Proc Prehist Soc 26, 263-296

Allen, D, 1982  Salvage excavations at 13-19
Buckingham Street and the Bull’s Head redevelop-
ment site, Aylesbury, in 1979 and 1980, Rec
Buckinghamshire 24, 81-106

Allen, D, 1983  Iron Age occupation, a Middle Saxon
cemetery and twelfth to nineteenth century urban
occupation. Excavations at George Street, Aylesbury
1981, Rec Buckinghamshire 25, 1-60 

Allen, D, 1986  Excavations in Bierton, 1979  A late
Iron Age ‘Belgic’ settlement and evidence for a
Roman villa and a twelfth to eighteenth century
manorial complex, Rec Buckinghamshire 28, 1-120 

Allen, D and Dalwood, C H, 1983  Iron Age occupa-
tion, a Middle Saxon cemetery, and twelfth to
nineteenth century urban occupation: excavations in
George Street, Aylesbury, 1981, Rec Buckinghamshire
25, 1-59

Allen, J R L, 2012  Iron-smelting at Silchester (Calleva
Atrebatum): a re-assessment over time, in Fulford
2012a, 77-103

Allen, J R L, and Allen, S A, 1997  A stratified prehis-
toric site from the Kennet floodplain at Ufton
Nervet, Berkshire, Berkshire Archaeol J  75, 1-8

Allen, J R L and Fulford, M G, 1996  The distribution

of south-east Dorset black burnished category 1
pottery in south west Britain, Britannia 27, 223-81

Allen, J R L and Fulford, M G, 2004  Early Roman
mosaic materials in southern Britain, with particular
reference to Silchester (Calleva Atrebatum): a
regional geological perspective, Britannia 35, 9-38

Allen, J R L, Fulford, M G and Todd, J A, 2007  Burnt
Kimmeridgian shale at early Roman Silchester,
South-East England, and the Roman Poole-Purbeck
complex-agglomerated geomaterials industry, Oxford
J Archaeol 26, 167-91

Allen, J R L and Todd, J A, 2010  A Kimmeridgian
(Upper Jurassic) source for early Roman yellow
tesserae and opus sectile in southern Britain,
Britannia 41, 317-21

Allen, M J, 1988  Archaeological and environmental
aspects of colluviation in south-east England, in
Man-Made Soils, (eds W. Groenman-van Waateringe
& M. Robinson), BAR S410, 67-92

Allen, M J, 1991a  The environmental (molluscan)
evidence, in Bellamy, P S, The investigation of the
prehistoric landscape along the route of the A303
improvement between Andover, Hampshire, and
Amesbury, Wiltshire, Proc Hampshire Fld Club
Archaeol Soc 47, 5-81

Allen, M J, 1991b  Analysing the landscape; a
geographical approach to archaeological problems,
in Interpreting artefact scatters: contributions to plough-
zone archaeology, (ed. A J Schofield), Oxbow Books,
Oxford, 37-54

Allen, M J, 1992  Products of Erosion and the
Prehistoric Land Use of the Wessex Chalk, in Past
and Present Soil Erosion, (eds M G Bell and J
Boardman), Oxbow Monograph, 37-92

Allen, M J 1996  Landscape and landuse: priorities in
Hampshire 500,000 BC to AD 1500, in Archaeology
in Hampshire: a framework for the future, (D Hinton
and M Hughes eds), Hampshire County Council,
55-70

Allen, M J, 1997a  Landscape, land-use and farming,
in Excavations along the route of the Dorchester by-pass,
Dorset, 1986-8, (eds R J C Smith, F Healy, M J
Allen, E L Morris, I Barnes, and P J Woodward),
Wessex Archaeology Report 11, 277-283

Allen, M J, 1997b  Environment and land-use: the
economic development of the communities who
built Stonehenge; an economy to support the stones,
in Science and Stonehenge, (eds B Cunliffe and C
Renfrew), Proc British Academy, Oxford, 115-144 

Allen, M J, 2000a  Wood, farm and field: landuse
history of Twyford Down; land snail evidence, in
Twyford Down, Hampshire: archaeological investigations

295

Bibliography



on the M3 Motorway from Bar End to Compton, 1990-
93, (eds K E Walker and D E Farewell), Hampshire
Field Club Monograph 9, 138-142

Allen, M J, 2000b  Landscape and economy: a discus-
sion of the environmental evidence, in Twyford
Down, Hampshire: archaeological investigations on the
M3 Motorway from Bar End to Compton, 1990-93,
(eds K E Walker and D E Farewell), Hampshire
Field Club Monograph 9 158-9

Allen, M J, 2001  Land snail evidence for landscape
and land-use change, in Ellis, C J, and Rawlings, M,
Excavations at Balksbury Camp, Andover 1995-97,
Hampshire Studies 56, 54-67

Allen, M J, 2005  Beaker settlement and environment
on the chalk downs of southern England, Proc Prehist
Soc 71, 219-45

Allen, M J (ed.), 2005  Scientific studies: crew,
conditions and environment, in Before the mast; life
and death aboard the Mary Rose, (eds J Gardiner
with M J Allen), The Archaeology of the Mary Rose
vol 4, Portsmouth: Mary Rose Trust Ltd, 501-650

Allen, M J, 2008a  Some thoughts on fields and field
systems in the wider landscape, in Cunliffe, B W,
New Danebury Landscape Volume Series 1, 50-53

Allen, M J, 2008b  Land and freshwater Mollusca; the
landscape evidence, in Masefield, R, Prehistoric and
Later Settlement and landscape from the Chiltern Scarp
to Aylesbury Vale; the archaeology of the Aston Clinton
bypass, Buckinghamshire, BAR 473, 156-163

Allen, M J, 2011  An environmental archaeology and
geoarchaeological revolution?, in The New
Antiquarians: 50 years of archaeological innovation in
Wessex, (ed. R Whimster), CBA Res Rep 166, York,
179-192

Allen, M J and Gardiner, J, 2000  Our changing coast. A
survey of the intertidal archaeology of Langstone
Harbour, Hampshire, CBA Res Rep 124, York

Allen, M J, and Gardiner, J, 2009  If you go down to
the woods today. A re-evaluation of the chalkland
postglacial woodland: implications for prehistoric
communities, in Land and people: papers in memory of
John G Evans (eds M J Allen, N Sharples and T
O’Connor), Prehistoric Society Research Paper 2,
49-66

Allen, M J and Scaife, R, 2007  A new downland
prehistory: long-term environmental change on the
southern English chalklands, in Prehistoric and
Roman landscapes; landscape history after Hoskins, (eds
A Fleming and R Hingley), Windgather Press,
Macclesfield, 16-32

Allen, M J, Morris, M and Clarke, R H, 1995  Food
for the living: a reassessment of a Bronze Age
barrow at Buckskin, Basingstoke, Hampshire, Proc
Prehist Soc 61, 157–90

Allen, M J, Carter, R and Maxted, A, 2008a  Rapid
field investigation methods and a new Mesolithic site
approach for the Weald, UK, PAST 59 (July), 5-8

Allen, M J, Maxted, A and Carter, R, 2008b  A new
Mesolithic for the Weald? Rapid geoarchaeological
survey at Chiddinglye Wood Rocks, West Hoathly,

Sussex Past and Present 115 (August), 4-5
Allen, S, 2005  Mesolithic hunter-gatherer exploitation

of the Marlborough Downs, in The Avebury
landscape: aspects of the field archaeology of the
Marlborough Downs (eds G Brown, D Field D and
McOmish) Oxbow Books, Oxford, 95-102

Allen, T G, 1990  An Iron Age and Romano-British
enclosed settlement at Watkins Farm, Northmoor, Oxon.,
Thames Valley Landscapes Monograph: the
Windrush Valley Vol 1, OAU Oxford

Allen, T G, 1991  An ‘oppidum’ at Abingdon,
Oxfordshire, CBA South Midlands Archaeol 21, 97-9

Allen, T G, 1993  Abingdon, Abingdon Vineyard 1992:
Areas 2 and 3, the early defences, SMA 23, 64-6

Allen, T, 1994  A Medieval Grange of Abingdon Abbey
at Dean Court Farm, Cumnor, Oxon’, Oxoniensia
59, 219–447

Allen, T, 1997  Abingdon: West Central Redevelopment
Area, South Midlands Archaeology 27, 47-54

Allen, T, 1998  Locating, evaluating and Interpreting
Lithic Scatters: the Eton Rowing Lake experience,
Lithics 19, 33-46

Allen, T G, 2000  The Iron Age background, in Henig,
M and Booth, P, 1-33

Allen, T, 2002  The Excavation of a Medieval Manor
House of the Bishops of Winchester at Mount House,
Witney, Oxfordshire, Oxford Archaeology Thames
Valley Landscapes Monograph 13

Allen, T G, 2007  Oxfordshire Later Bronze Age and
Iron Age Historic Environment Resource
Assessment (Draft) http://www.buckscc.gov.uk/
bcc/get/assets/docs/archaeology/Later%20Prehistory
%20Oxfordshire%20nature%20of%20evidence.pdf

Allen, T G and Kamash, Z, 2008  Saved from the grave:
Neolithic to Saxon discoveries at Spring Road
Municipal Cemetery, Abingdon, Oxfordshire, 1990-
2000, Oxford Archaeology Thames Valley
Landscapes Monograph 28, Oxford

Allen, T (ed.), 2011  The Lost Abbey of Abingdon,
Oxford Archaeology

Allen, T G and Lamdin-Whymark H, 2000  The
Rediscovery of Taplow Hillfort, CBA South Midlands
Archaeol 30, 22-8

Allen, T G and Mitchell, N, 2001  Dorney, Eton
Rowing Lake, CBA South Midlands Archaeol 31, 
26-30

Allen, T and Robinson, M, 1979  Hardwick with
Yelford, Mingies Ditch, Counc Brit Archaeol Group 9
Newsletter 9, 115-17

Allen, T G and Robinson, M A, 1993  The prehistoric
landscape and Iron Age enclosed settlement at Mingies
Ditch, Hardwick-with-Yelford, Oxon, Thames Valley
Landscapes Monograph: the Windrush Valley 2,
Oxford, OAU

Allen, T and Welsh, K, 1997  Eton Rowing Lake,
Dorney, Buckinghamshire. Second interim report,
South Midlands Archaeology 27, 25-34

Allen, T G, Miles, D and Palmer, S, 1984  Iron Age
buildings in the Upper Thames region, in Cunliffe
and Miles (eds) 1984, 89-101

296 Solent-Thames Research Framework for the Historic Environment



Allen, T G, with Barton, N and Brown, A, 1995  Lithics
and landscape: archaeological discoveries on the Thames
Water pipeline at Gatehampton Farm, Goring,
Oxfordshire 1985-92, Thames Valley Landscapes 7,
Oxford

Allen, T G, with Hacking, P and Boyle, A, 2000  Eton
Rowing Course at Dorney Lake. The Burial
Traditions, Tarmac Papers 4, 65-106

Allen, T G, Barclay, A, and Lamdin-Whymark, H, 2004
Opening the wood, making the land: landscape in
the Dorney area of the Middle Thames Valley, in
Cotton and Field 2004, 82-98

Allen, T G, Hayden, C and Lamdin-Whymark, H,
2009  Excavations at Taplow Court, Buckinghamshire:
a late Bronze Age and Iron Age hillfort, Oxford
Archaeology Thames Valley Landscapes Monograph
30, Oxford

Allen, T G, Lamdin-Whymark, H and Maricevic, D,
2006  Taplow, Taplow Court (Phase 2), Clivedon
Road, (SU907 824), CBA South Midlands
Archaeology 36, 19-21

Allen, T, Cramp, K, Lamdin-Whymark, H and Webley,
L, 2010  Castle Hill and its landscape; Archaeological
Investigations at the Wittenhams, Oxfordshire, Oxford
Archaeology Monograph 9, Oxford

Allen, T G, Barclay, A, Cromarty, A M, Anderson-
Whymark, H, Parker, A and Robinson, M, 2013
Opening the wood, making the land: The archaeology of
a Middle Thames landscape. The Eton rowing course at
Dorney and the Maidenhead, Eton and Windsor flood
alleviation channel, Volume 1: Mesolithic to Early Bronze
Age, Oxford Archaeology Thames Valley Landscapes
Monograph 38, Oxford 

Allen, T G, Bradley, P and Cromarty, A M,
forthcoming  Bridging the River, Dividing the Land:
The Archaeology of a Middle Thames landscape. The
Eton rowing course at Dorney and the Maidenhead,
Eton and Windsor flood alleviation channel, Volume 2:
Middle Bronze Age to Roman, Oxford Archaeology
Thames Valley Landscapes Monograph, Oxford

Allison, K J, Beresford, M W and Hurst, D G, 1965
The Deserted Villages of Oxfordshire

Ames, R E, 1993  A Mesolithic assemblage from Moor
Farm, Holyport, near Maidenhead, Berkshire
Archaeol  J 74, 1-8

Anderson, E, Goudie, A and Parker A, 2007  Global
Environments through the Quaternary:  Exploring
Environmental Change, OUP 

Andrews, P (ed.), 1988  The coins and pottery from
Hamwic, Southampton Finds Volume One,
Southampton

Andrews, P (ed.), 1997  Excavations at Hamwic volume
2: excavations at Six Dials, CBA Res Rep 109, York

Andrews, P and Crockett, A, 1996  Three excavations
along the Thames and its Tributaries, 1994; Neolithic to
Saxon settlement and burial in the Thames, Colne and
Kennet Valleys, Salisbury, Wessex Archaeology Report
10

Anthony, S, Hull, G, Pine, J and Taylor, K, 2006
Excavations in medieval Abingdon and Drayton,

Oxfordshire, Thames Valley Archaeological Services
Monograph 8

Antoine, P, Limondin Lozouet, N, Chaussé, C,
Lautridou, J-P, Pastre, J-F, Auguste, P, Bahain, J-J,
Falguères, C and Galehb, B, 2007  Pleistocene
fluvial terraces from northern France (Seine, Yonne,
Somme): synthesis, and new results from interglacial
deposits, Quaternary Science Reviews 26, 2701-2723

Archaeological Services and Consultancy Ltd, 2003
Watching brief and salvage recording: Claydon
Road, Hogshaw, unpublished report

Archaeological Solutions Ltd, 2004  Business/Science
Park, Aston Clinton Major Development Area,
Aylesbury Buckinghamshire, Archaeological desk-
based assessment and earthwork survey, unpublished
report

Arkell, W J, 1947  Oxford stone, London
Armour-Chelu, R, 2001  128 High Street, Chesham,

Buckinghamshire. Archaeological excavation on the
site of supermarket development and associated
parking, unpublished report

Arnold, C J, 1975  A medieval site at Bouldnor, Proc
Isle Wight Nat Hist Archaeol Soc VI, 664-667

Arnold, C J, 1982  The Anglo-Saxon Cemeteries of the
Isle of Wight, British Museum Publications Ltd,
London

Arthur, B V and Jope, E M, 1962  Early Saxon pottery
kilns at Purwell Farm, Cassington, Oxfordshire,
Medieval Archaeol 6-7, 1-14

Ashbee, P, 1957  The Great Barrow at Bishop’s
Waltham, Hampshire, Proc Prehist Soc 23, 137–66

Ashton, N M and Lewis, S G, 2002  Deserted Britain:
declining populations in the British late Middle
Pleistocene, Antiquity 76, 388-396

Astill, G G, 1978  Historic Towns in Berkshire, Berkshire
Archaeological Committee 2, Reading

Astill, G G and Lobb, S J, 1989  Excavation of
Prehistoric, Roman, and Saxon Deposits at
Wraysbury, Berkshire, Archaeol J 146, 68-134

Aston, M, 2000  Monasteries in the Landscape, Stroud
Atkinson, R J C, Piggott, C M, and Sandars, N K,

1951  Excavations at Dorchester, Oxon, Oxford
Avery, M, 1982  The Neolithic causewayed enclosure,

Abingdon, in Case and Whittle (eds) 1982, 10-50
Avery, M, 1993  Hillforts in Southern England, BAR Brit

Ser 231, Oxford
Avery, M, Sutton, J E G, and Banks, J W, 1967

Rainsborough, Northants, England: Excavations
1961-5, Proc Prehist Soc 33, 207-306

Balaam, N D and Scaife, R G, 1987  Archaeological
pollen analysis, in Research Priorities in archaeological
Science, (ed. P Mellars ), CBA Occasional Papers 17,
London, 7-10

Babb, L, 1997  A thirteenth-century brooch hoard
from Hambleden, Buckinghamshire, Medieval
Archaeology 41, 233-6

Babtie, n d  Industrial Berkshire
Bailey, K A, 1995  Buckinghamshire slavery in 1086,

Rec Buckinghamshire 37, 67-78

Bibliography 297



Bailey, K A, 1997  Mills in Domesday
Buckinghamshire, Rec Buckinghamshire 39, 67-72

Bailey, K A, 2002  The population of Buckinghamshire
in 1086, Rec Buckinghamshire 42, 1-14

Bailey, K A, 2003  The Church in Anglo-Saxon
Buckinghamshire, Rec Buckinghamshire 43, 61-76

Bailey, K A, 2005  Early medieval Stewkley: settle-
ments and fields, Rec Buckinghamshire 45, 93-114

Baines, A H J, 1984  The Danish wars and the
establishment of the Borough and County of
Buckinghamshire, Rec Buckinghamshire 26, 11-27

Baines, A H J, 1985  The development of the Borough
of Buckingham, Rec Buckinghamshire 27, 53-64

Baines, A H J, 1986  The origins of the Borough of
Newport Pagnell, Rec Buckinghamshire 28, 128-137

Baker, A R H, 1966  The Evidence in the Nonarum
Inquisitiones of Contracting Arable Lands in
England during the Early Fourteenth Century,
Economic History Review 2nd ser 19, 518-32

Baker, J and Brookes, S, 2013  Beyond the Burghal
Hidage: Anglo-Saxon civil defence in the Viking Age,
Leiden and Boston 

Baker, S, 2002  Prehistoric and Romano-British
landscapes at Little Wittenham and Long
Wittenham, Oxfordshire, Oxoniensia 67, 1-28 

Baldwin, R, 1985  Intrusive burial groups in the late
Roman cemetery at Lankhills, Winchester – a
reassessment of the evidence, Oxford J Archaeol 4
(1), 93-104

Banerjea, R, 2011  Microscopic perspectives on the use
of Period 3 MRTB 1/ERTB 1, in Fulford and
Clarke 2011, 63-95

Bannister, N, 2003  Bembridge and Culver Downs,
unpublished report for the National Trust

Banks, L and Stanley, C, 1990  The Thames, a history
from the air, Oxford

Barber, A, 2011  Denham, The Lea, CBA South
Midlands Archaeol 41, 21-22

Barber, M, Field, D, and Topping, P, 1999  Neolithic
Flint Mines in England, English Heritage/RCHME

Barclay, A J, 1995  The ceremonial complex in its local
and national context, in Barclay et al. 1995, 106-15

Barclay, A J, 1999  Grooved Ware from the Upper
Thames, in Grooved Ware in Britain and Ireland, (eds
R Cleal and A MacSween), Oxbow Monograph, 9-22

Barclay, A J, 2000  Spatial histories of the Neolithic: a
study of the monuments and material culture of
central southern England, unpubl. PhD thesis, Univ.
Reading

Barclay, A, 2007  Connections and networks: a wider
world and other places, in Benson and Whittle 2007,
331-44

Barclay, A J and Bayliss, A, 1999  Cursus monuments
and the radiocarbon problem, in Barclay and
Harding 1999, 11-29

Barclay, A J and Halpin, C, 1999  Excavations at
Barrow Hills, Radley, Oxfordshire 1: the Neolithic and
Bronze Age monument complex, Thames Valley
Landscapes 11, Oxford

Barclay, A J and Harding, J (eds), 1999  Pathways and

ceremonies:  the cursus monuments of Britain and
Ireland, Neolithic Studies Group Seminar Papers 4,
Oxford

Barclay, A, Gray, M and Lambrick, G, 1995
Excavations at the Devil’s Quoits, Stanton Harcourt,
Oxfordshire 1972-3 and 1988, Thames Valley
Landscapes Monograph: The Windrush Valley Vol 3,
OAU Oxford

Barclay, A J, Bradley, R, Hey, G and Lambrick, G,
1996  The earlier prehistory of the Oxford region in
the light of recent research, Oxoniensia 61, 1-20

Barclay, A J, Lambrick, G, Moore, J and Robinson, M,
2003  Lines in the landscape: cursus monuments in the
Upper Thames Valley, Oxford Archaeology Thames
Valley Landscapes Monograph 15, Oxford

Barfield, L H, 1977  The excavation of a Mesolithic site
at Gerrards Cross, Bucks, Rec Buckinghamshire 20
(3), 308-36

Barnes, I and Cleal, R M J, 1995  Neolithic and
Bronze Age settlement at Weir Bank Stud Farm,
Bray, in Barnes et al. 1995, 1-51

Barnes, I, Boismier, W A, Cleal, R M J, Fitzpatrick, A P
and Roberts, M R, 1995  Early settlement in
Berkshire: Mesolithic-Roman occupation in the Thames
and Kennet valleys, Wessex Archaeology Report  6,
Salisbury

Barrett, J C, 1973  Four Bronze Age cremation
cemeteries from Middlesex, Trans London Middlesex
Archaeol Soc  24, 111-34

Barrett, J C, 1980  The pottery of the later Bronze Age
in lowland England, Proc Prehist Soc 46, 297–320 

Barrett, J C, 1994  Fragments from Antiquity; an archae-
ology of social life 2900–1200 BC, London; Blackwell,
Oxford

Barrett, J C and Bradley, R (eds), 1980a  Settlement and
society in the British Later Bronze Age, BAR Brit Ser
83

Barrett, J C and Bradley, R, 1980b  The Later Bronze
Age in the Thames Valley, in Barrett and Bradley
1980a, 247-70

Barrett, J C, Bradley, R, and Green, M, 1991
Landscape, monuments and society: the prehistory of
Cranborne Chase, Cambridge

Barrett J H, Locker, A M and Roberts, C M, 2004
‘Dark Age economics’ revisited: the English fish
bone evidence AD 600–1600, Antiquity 78, 618–636

Barton, R N E, 1986  Experiments with long blades
from Sproughton, near Ipswich, Suffolk, Studies in
the Upper Palaeolithic and Britain and Northwest
Europe (ed. D A Roe), BAR Int Ser 296, Oxford,
129-41

Barton, R N E, 1989  Long Blade Technology in
Southern Britain, in The Mesolithic in Europe (ed. C
Bonsall), John Donald, Edinburgh, 264-71

Barton, R N E, 1992  Hengistbury Head, Dorset, Volume
2: the Late Upper Palaeolithic and early Mesolithic sites,
Oxford University Committee for Archaeology
Monograph 34, Oxford

Barton, R N E, 1993  Late Upper Palaeolithic Flints,
in Allen and Robinson, 16-17

298 Solent-Thames Research Framework for the Historic Environment



Barton, N, 1995  The long blade assemblage, in Allen,
T G, with Barton, N, and Brown, A, 1995, 54-64

Barton, N, 1997  Stone Age Britain, Batsford/English
Heritage, London

Barton, R N E and Froom, F R, 1986  The Long Blade
assemblage from Avington VI, Berkshire, in The
Palaeolithic of Britain and its nearest neighbours: recent
advances (ed. S N Colcutt), Department of Archae -
ology and Prehistory, University of Sheffield,
Sheffield, 80-4

Barton, R N E and Roberts, A J, 1996  Reviewing the
British Late Upper Palaeolithic: new evidence for
chronological patterning in the Lateglacial record,
Oxford J Archaeol 15:3, 245-265

Barton, N and Roberts, A, 2004  The Mesolithic
period in England: current perspectives and new
research, in Mesolithic Scotland and its neighbours (ed.
A Saville), Society of Antiquaries of Scotland,
Edinburgh, 339-58

Barton, N, Roberts, A J and Roe, D A, 1991  The Late
Glacial in North-West Europe: human adaptation and
environmental change at the end of the Pleistocene, CBA
Res Rep 77, York

Barton, R N E, Berridge, P J, Bevins, R E and Walker,
M J, 1995  Persistent places in the Mesolithic
landscape: an example from the Black Mountain
uplands of South Wales, Proc Prehist Soc 61, 81-116

Barton, R N E, Antoine, P, Dumont, S, Hall, S and
Munaut, A V, 1998  New optically stimulated
luminescence (OSL) dates from a Late-glacial site in
the Kennet Valley at Avington VI, Berkshire, UK,
Quaternary Newsletter 85, 21-31

Barton, R N E, Jacobi, R M, Stapert, D and Street, M
J, 2003  The Creswellian and the lateglacial reoccu-
pation of the British Isles, Journal of Quaternary
Science 18, 631-643

Barton, R N E, Jacobi, R M, Stapert, D and Street,
M J, 2003  The Late-glacial reoccupation of the
British Isles and the Creswellian, Journal of
Quaternary Science 18, 631-643

Barton, R N E, Ford, S, Collcutt, S N, Crowther, 
J, Macphail, R I, Rhodes, E and Van Gijn, A, 2009
A Final Upper Palaeolithic site at Nea Farm,
Somerley, Hampshire and some reflections on the
occupation of Britain in the Late Glacial
Interstadial, Quärtar 56, 7-35

Basford, H V, 1980  The Vectis Report: A Survey of Isle of
Wight Archaeology, Isle of Wight County Council,
Newport

Basford, V, 1989  Historic Parks and Gardens of the Isle of
Wight, Isle of Wight County Council

Basford, V 2008  Isle of Wight Historic Landscape
Characterisation, report for English Heritage and
Isle of Wight Council, http://www.iwight.com/az
services/documents/1324-HLC%20Final%20Report
%202008%20Vol%201.pdf

Basford, V, 2013  Medieval and post-medieval rural
settlement and land use on the Isle of Wight: An
application of regional models of historic landscape
character in an island Context, PhD thesis,

Bournemouth University, http://eprints.bournemouth.
ac.uk/20803/1/Vol_1_(amended).pdf

Basford, V and Smout, R, 2000  The landscape and
history of Wydcombe, Isle of Wight, Proc Isle Wight
Nat Hist Archaeol  Soc 16, 7-20

Bates, M R, Wenban-Smith, F F, Briant, R and
Marshall, G, 2004  Palaeolithic Archaeology of the
Sussex/Hampshire Coastal Corridor, Unpublished
report submitted to English Heritage, March 2004

Batey, M, 1970  Nuneham Courtenay, Oxford
Batey, M, 1982  Oxford gardens: the university’s influence

on garden history, Amersham
Bayley, J, 1998  Science in Archaeology; an agenda for the

future, London, English Heritage
Bayliss, A and Whittle, A, 2007  Histories of the dead:

building chronologies for five southern British long
barrows, Cambridge Archaeological Journal 17.1
(Supplement)

Bayliss, A and Woodman, P,  2009  A new Bayesian
chronology for Mesolithic occupation at Mount
Sandel, Northern Ireland, Proc Prehist Soc 75,
101–123

Bayliss, A, Benson, D, Bronk Ramsey, C, Galer, D,
McFadyen, L, van der Plicht, J and Whittle, A, 2007
Interpreting chronology: the radiocarbon dating
programme, in Benson and Whittle 2007, 221-32

Bayliss, A,  Hines, J, Høilund Nielsen, K, McCormac,
G and Scull, C,  2013,  Anglo-Saxon graves and grave
goods of the sixth and seventh centuries AD: a chronolog-
ical framework, Society for Medieval Archaeology,
Leeds

BCAS, 1996  Interim report on an archaeological
excavation at the Brewery Site, High Street, Marlow,
Buckinghamshire, unpubl. report No. 384

Beamish, H F, 1989  A medieval pottery production
site at Jack Ironcap’s Lane, Great Brickhill, Rec
Buckinghamshire 31, 88-92

Beamish H and Parkhouse J, 1993  New archaeological
evidence for Anglo-Saxon activity at Newport
Pagnell, Rec Buckinghamshire 33, 145-7 

Beamish, M and Ripper, S, 2000  Burnt mounds in the
East Midlands, Antiquity 74, 37-38

Bean, S C, 2000  The coinage of the Atrebates and Regni,
Oxford University School of Archaeology
Monograph 50

Bell, M G, 1983  Valley sediments as evidence of
prehistoric land-use on the South Downs, Proc
Prehist Soc  49, 119-150

Bell, M, 2007  Prehistoric Coastal Communities: the
Mesolithic in western Britain, CBA Res Rep 149, York

Bell, M, Chisham, C, Dark, P and Allen, S, 2006
Mesolithic sites in coastal and riverine contexts in
southern Britain: current research and the manage-
ment of the archaeological resource, in Preserving the
early past: investigation, selection and preservation of
Palaeolithic and Mesolithic sites and landscapes, (eds E
Rensink and H Peeters), NAR Nederlandse
Archeologische Rapporten 31, Amersfoort, 25-40

Bellamy, P S, 1991  The Investigation of the Prehistoric
Landscape along the Route of the A303 Road

Bibliography 299



Improvement between Andover, Hampshire and
Amesbury, Wiltshire, 1984-1987, Proc Hampshire Fld
Club Archaeol Soc 47, 5-81

Bendrey, R, 2007  New methods for the identification
of evidence for bitting on horse remains from
archaeological sites, J Archaeol Sci 34, 1036-1050

Bennet, F J, 1966  A late Mesolithic and secondary
Neolithic flint industry at Shorwell, I.W., Hampshire
Field Club Archaeol Soc Newsl 4, 44-5

Bennett, J A, Johnston, S A and Simcock, A V, 2000
Solomon’s House in Oxford, new finds from the first
museum, Museum of the history of science, Oxford

Benson, D and Miles, D, 1974  The Upper Thames
Valley, an archaeological survey of the river gravels,
Oxford Archaeological Unit Survey 2

Benson, D and Whittle, A, 2007  Building memories: the
Neolithic Cotswold long barrow at Ascott-under-
Wychwood, Oxfordshire, Oxford

Beresford, G, 1970  The Old Manor, Askett, Rec
Buckinghamshire 18, 343-66

Beresford, M W, 1953-4  A Summary List of Deserted
Villages in the County, Rec Buckinghamshire 16, 26-8

Beresford, M W and Hurst, J G, 1971  Deserted
Medieval Villages, Lutterworth Press

Beresford, M W and St Joseph, J K S, 1958  Medieval
England – An Aerial Survey, Cambridge

Betts, I M and Foot, R, 1994  A newly-identified late
Roman tile group from Southern England, Britannia
25, 21-34

Betts, I, Black, E W and Gower, J, 1997  A corpus of
relief-patterned tiles in Roman Britain, J Roman
Pottery Stud 7 (for 1994)

Biddle, M, 1961/2  The deserted medieval village of
Seacourt, Berkshire Oxoniensia 26/27, 70-201

Biddle, M, 1970  Excavations at Winchester, 1969:
eighth interim report, Antiq J 50 (II), 277-326

Biddle, M, 1972  Excavations at Winchester, 1970:
ninth interim report, Antiq J 52 (I), 93-131

Biddle, M, 1975a,  Felix urbs Winthonia. Winchester in
the age of monastic Reform, in Parsons ed. 1975,
123-39

Biddle, M, 1975b  Excavations at Winchester, 1971;
tenth  and  final interim report: Part II, Antiq J 55
(II), 295-337

Biddle M, 1986  Wolvesey, The Old Bishops Palace,
Winchester, London 

Biddle, M (ed.), 1990  Object and Economy in Medieval
Winchester, Winchester Studies 7 (ii), Oxford

Biddle, M (ed.), 2012  The Winchester mint : and coins
and related finds from the excavations of 1961-71,
Winchester Studies 8, Oxford

Biddle, M, and Hill, D, 1971  Late Saxon planned
towns, Antiq J 51, 70-85

Biddle, M and Kjølbye-Biddle, B, 2007  Winchester:
from Venta to Witancæstir, in Pagans and Christians –
from antiquity to the middle ages; Papers in Honour of
Martin Henig, presented on the occasion of his 65th
birthday, (L Gilmour ed.), BAR Int Ser 1610, 189-
214

Bingeman, J M, 2010  The First HMS Invincible (1747-

58); her excavations (1980-1991), Oxbow Books
Birbeck, V, 2000  Archaeological investigations on the A34

Newbury Bypass, Berkshire/ Hampshire 1991-7, Wessex
Archaeology report for the Highways Agency,
Salisbury 

Birbeck, V, 2001  Excavations at Watchfield, Shriven -
ham, Oxfordshire, 1998, Oxoniensia 66, 221-88

Birbeck, V, 2005  The Origins of Mid-Saxon
Southampton; excavations at the Friends Provident St
Mary’s Stadium 1998-2000, Salisbury, Wessex
Archaeology

Birmingham University Field Archaeology Unit, 1999
Archaeological field evaluation at Tooley’s Boatyard,
Banbury, Unpublished client report

Birmingham University Field Archaeology Unit, 2000
Archaeological recording at Tooley’s Boatyard,
Banbury, Unpublished client report

Blair, J, 1976  A Monastic Fragment at Wadham
College, Oxoniensia 41, 161–8 

Blair, J, 1978  Frewin Hall, Oxford: A Norman
Mansion and a Monastic College, Oxoniensia 43,
48–99

Blair, J, 1994  Anglo-Saxon Oxfordshire, Stroud
Blair, J 1995  Anglo-Saxon pagan shrines and their

prototypes,  Anglo-Saxon Studies in Archaeology and
History, 8, 1-28

Blair, J, 1996  The Minsters of the Thames, in The
Cloister and the World: Essays in Medieval History in
Honour of Barbara Harvey, (eds J Blair and B J
Golding), Oxford, 5-28

Blair, J, 1998a  The Anglo-Saxon minsters of Berkshire,
c. 670-1086, in J Dils (ed.) 1998, 16-17

Blair, J, 1998b  Archaeological discoveries at
Woodeaton Church, Oxoniensia 63, 221-37

Blair, J, 2002  Anglo-Saxon Bicester: the Minster and
the Town, Oxoniensia 67, 133-40

Blair, J, 2005  The Church in Anglo-Saxon Society,
Oxford University Press, Oxford

Blair, J, 2007a  Transport and Canal-Building on the
Upper Thames 1000-1300, in J Blair (ed.) 2007,
254-94

Blair, J, 2007b  Waterways and Canal Building in
Medieval England, Oxford

Blair, J, 2010a  The Anglo-Saxon Minsters, in K Tiller
and G Darkes (eds) 2010, 26-7

Blair, J, 2010b  Communications and Urban Origins
before 1066, in K Tiller and G Darkes (eds), An
Historical Atlas of Oxfordshire, Oxfordshire Record
Society Vol 67, 28-9

Blair, J, 2013 The British Culture of Anglo-Saxon
Settlement: The Chadwick Lecture 2013 (Department
of Anglo-Saxon, Norse and Celtic, Cambridge,
2013)

Blair, J and Hamerow, H, 2003  Anglo-Saxon plaster-
infilled timber wall, in Hardy et al. 2003, 207-9

Bloxham, C and Bond, C J, 1981  The Oxford Canal,
Oxfordshire Museums, Woodstock

Boismier, W A, 2003  A Middle Palaeolithic Site at
Lynford Quarry, Mundford, Norfolk: Interim
Statement, Proc Prehist Soc 69, 315–324

300 Solent-Thames Research Framework for the Historic Environment



Boismier, W A and Mepham, L N, 1995  Excavation of
a Mesolithic site at Windmill Hill, Nettlebed, Oxon,
Oxoniensia 60, 1-19

Bokelmann, K, 1991  Some new thoughts on old data
on humans and reindeer in the Ahrensburgian
Tunnel Valley in Schleswig-Holstein, Germany, in
The Late Glacial in North-West Europe, (eds N
Barton, A J Roberts and D J Roe), CBA Res Rep 77,
chapter 9

Bond, J, 1979  The reconstruction of the medieval
landscape: the estates of Abingdon Abbey, Landscape
History 1, 59-75

Bond, J,  1986  The Oxford Region in the Middle
Ages, in Briggs, Cook and Rowley 1986, 135–59,
maps 14–15

Bond, J and Rhodes, J, 1985  The Oxfordshire Brewer,
Oxfordshire Museums, Woodstock

Bond, J and Tiller, K (eds), 1997  Blenheim, landscape
for a palace, Stroud 

Bonner, D, 1996  Investigations at the County
Museum, Aylesbury, Rec Buckinghamshire 38, 1-89

Bonner, D, Parkhouse, J and Smith, N, 1995
Archaeological investigations of the medieval
earthworks at Castlethorpe, Buckinghamshire, Rec
Buckinghamshire 37, 79-99

Boon, G C, 1974  Silchester; the Roman Town of Calleva,
Newton Abbot/London

Booth, P, 1997  Asthall, Oxfordshire, excavations in a
Roman ‘small town’, 1992, Thames Valley Landscapes
Monograph 9, OAU, Oxford

Booth, P (ed.), 2009  Roman Britain in 2008: The
midlands-Southern counties, Britannia 40, 240-279 

Booth, P (ed.), 2010  Roman Britain in 2009:
Southern Counties, Britannia 41, 399-408

Booth, P M and Simmonds, A, 2009  Appleford’s
Earliest Farmers: Archaeological Work at Appleford
Sidings, Oxfordshire, 1993-2000, Oxford Archaeology
Occasional Paper 17, Oxford 

Booth, P and Simmonds, A, 2011  Gill Mill,
Ducklington & South Leigh, Oxfordshire: Post-
excavation assessment and project design,
unpublished client report prepared for Smith & Sons
(Bletchington) Ltd and English Heritage

Booth, P, Evans, J and Hiller, J, 2001  Excavations in
the extramural settlement of Roman Alchester,
Oxfordshire, 1991, Oxford Archaeology Monograph
1, Oxford

Booth, P, Dodd, A, Robinson, M and Smith, A, 2007
The Thames through time; the archaeology of the gravel
terraces of the Upper and Middle Thames. The early
historical period: Britons, Romans and the Anglo-Saxons
in the Thames Valley AD 1-1000, Oxford Archaeology
Thames Valley Landscapes Monograph 27

Booth, P, Gosden, C, Hamerow, H, Hey, G, Metcalfe,
J, Morrison, W, Richards, J and Wilkinson, D R P,
2012  The Discovering Dorchester-on-Thames Project: a
report on the excavations 2007-2011, Dorchester
Abbey

Bootle, R and Bootle, V, 1990  The Story of Cookham,
Cookham

Bourdillon, J, 1988  Countryside and town: the animal
resources of Saxon Southampton, Anglo-Saxon settle-
ments (ed. D Hooke), Oxford, Blackwell, 177-195

Bourdillon, J, 1993  Animal bones, in Garner, M F,
Middle Saxon evidence at Cook Street,
Southampton (SOU254), Proc Hampshire Fld Club
Archaeol Soc 49, 116-120

Bourdillon, J, 1994  The animal provisioning of
Southampton, in Environment and Economy in Anglo-
Saxon England (ed. J Rackham), CBA Res Rep 89,
120-125

Bourdillon, J, 1997  The animal bone, in Andrews, P,
Excavations at Hamwic: volume 2; excavations at Six
Dials, CBA Res Rep 109, 242-245

Bourn, R, 2000  Archaeological desk based assessment
– The Courtyard, Frogmoor, High Wycombe,
unpubl. report

Bourn, R, 2002  Archaeological desk-based assessment:
Land at Market Lane, Slough, CgMs

Bowden, M, Ford, S and Gaffney, V, 1991-3  The
Excavation of a late Bronze Age artifact scatter on
Weathercock Hill, Berkshire Archaeol J 74, 69-83

Bowden, M, Ford, S and Mees, G, 1993  The Date of
the Ancient Fields on the Berkshire Downs,
Berkshire Archaeol J 74, 109-133

Bowen, H C, 1961  Ancient Fields, London, HMSO
Bowen, H C and Fowler, P J, 1978  Early Land

Allotment, BAR Brit Ser 48, Oxford
Bowijk, G and Groves, C, 1997  Dendrochronological

analysis of Timbers from Meadow Lake Excavations,
Testwood Lake, Netley Marsh, Hampshire, ARCUS
Report 281

Boyle, A, Dodd, A, Miles, D and Mudd, A, 1995  Two
Oxfordshire Anglo-Saxon cemeteries: Berinsfield and
Didcot, Thames Valley Landscapes Monograph 8,
Oxford. OAU

Boyle, A, Jennings, D, Miles, D and Palmer, S, 1998
The Anglo-Saxon cemetery at Butler’s Field, Lechlade,
Gloucestershire Volume 1: Prehistoric and Roman activity
and Anglo-Saxon grave catalogue, Thames Valley
Landscapes Monograph 10, Oxford, OAU

Boyle, A, Jennings, D, Miles, D and Palmer, S, 2011
The Anglo-Saxon Cemetery at Butler’s Field, Lechlade,
Gloucestershire, Volume 2: the Anglo-Saxon grave goods,
specialist reports, phasing and discussion, Oxford Archae -
ology Thames Valley Landscapes Monograph 33

Boynton, L, 1996  The Marine Villa, in The Georgian
Villa (ed. D Arnolf ), 118-129

Bracknell Forest Borough Council, 2000  The Great
Forest 

Bradford, C and Steane, J, 1982  Oxford Folly Bridge,
CBA Group 9 Newsletter 12, 108–9

Bradley, P and Hey, G, 1993  A Mesolithic Site at New
Plantation, Fyfield and Tubney, Oxfordshire,
Oxoniensia 58, 1-26

Bradley, P, Charles, B, Hardy, A and Poore, D, 2006
Prehistoric and Roman activity and a Civil 

War Ditch: Excavations at the Chemistry Research
Laboratory, 2-4 South Parks Road, Oxford,
Oxoniensia 70, 141-203

Bibliography 301



Bradley, R J, 1978  The Prehistoric Settlement of Britain,
Routledge & Kegan Paul

Bradley, R, 1984  The social foundations of prehistoric
Britain, London and New York

Bradley, R, 1986  A reinterpretation of the Abingdon
causewayed enclosure, Oxoniensia 51, 183-87 

Bradley, R, 1990  The passage of arms: an archaeological
analysis of prehistoric hoards and votive deposits,
Cambridge

Bradley, R, 1992  The excavation of an oval barrow
beside the Abingdon causewayed enclosure,
Oxfordshire, Proc Prehist Soc 58, 127-42

Bradley, R, 2005  Ritual and Domestic Life in Prehistoric
Europe, Routledge, London

Bradley, R, 2006  The prehistory of Britain and Ireland,
Cambridge University Press, Cambridge 

Bradley, R and Chambers, R, 1988  A new study of the
cursus complex at Dorchester-on-Thames, Oxford J
Archaeol 7, 271-9

Bradley, R and Edmonds, M, 1993  Interpreting the axe
trade: production and exchange in Neolithic Britain,
Cambridge

Bradley, R and Ellison, A, 1975  Rams Hill: a Bronze
Age defended enclosure and its landscape, BAR Brit Ser
19, Oxford

Bradley, R and Gordon, K, 1988  Human skulls from
the River Thames, their dating and significance,
Antiquity, 62, 503-509

Bradley, R J and Hooper, B, 1975  Recent discoveries
from Portsmouth and Langstone Harbours:
Mesolithic to Iron Age, Proc Hampshire Fld Club
Archaeol Soc 30, 17–27

Bradley, R and Keith-Lucas, M, 1975  Excavation and
pollen analysis on a bell barrow at Ascot, Berkshire,
J Archaeol Sci 2, 95-108

Bradley, R J and Lewis, E, 1974  A Mesolithic site at
Wakeford’s Copse, Havant, Rescue Archaeology in
Hampshire 2, 5–18

Bradley, R J and Richards, J C, 1979  The excavation of
two ring ditches at Herons House, Burghfield,
Berkshire Archaeol J 70, 1–8

Bradley, R, Lobb, S, Richards, J and Robinson, M,
1980  Two late Bronze Age settlements on the
Kennet Gravels: excavations at Aldermaston Wharf
and Knight’s Farm, Burghfield, Berkshire, Proc
Prehist Soc 46, 217-95

Bradley, R, Entwistle, R and Raymond, F, 1994
Prehistoric land divisions on Salisbury Plain: the work of
the Wessex Linear ditches Project, English Heritage 

Brady, K, Smith, A and Laws, G, 2007  Excavations at
Abingdon West Central Development: Iron Age,
Roman, Medieval and Post-Medieval activity in
Abingdon, Oxoniensia 72, 107-202

Branch, N P and Green, C P, 2004  Environmental
history of Surrey, in Aspects of Archaeology and
History in Surrey: towards a research framework for the
county (eds J Cotton, G Crocker, and A Graham),
Guildford, 1-18

Branigan, K, 1971  Latimer: A Belgic, Roman, Dark Age
and early modern farm,Chess Valley Archaeol & Hist

Soc, privately published
Briant, R M, Bates, M R, Hosfield, R T and Wenban-

Smith, F F, 2009  The Quaternary of the Solent Basin
and the West Sussex raised beaches: Field Guide,
Quaternary Research Association

Bridgland, D R, 1994  Quaternary of the Thames,
Chapman & Hall, London

Briggs, G, Cook, J and Rowley, T, (eds) 1986  The
Archaeology of the Oxford Region, Oxford University
Department of External Studies

Brinton, M, 1987  Farmhouses and Cottages of the Isle
of Wight, IoWCC

Britnell, R H, 1981  The proliferation of markets in
England 1200-1349, Economic History Review 34,
209-21 

Broad J, 2004  Transforming English Rural Society: The
Verneys and the Claydons, 1600 -1820, Cambridge
University Press, Cambridge

Broad, J and Hoyle, R (eds), 1997 Bernwood: the Life
and Afterlife of a Forest

Brodribb, A C C, Hands, A R and Walker, D R, 1968
Excavations at Shakenoak Farm, near Wilcote,
Oxfordshire, Part I: sites A & D, Oxford

Brodribb, A C C, Hands, A R and Walker, D R, 1971
Excavations at Shakenoak Farm, near Wilcote,
Oxfordshire, Part II: Sites B and H, Oxford

Brodribb, A C C, Hands, A R and Walker, D R, 1972
Excavations at Shakenoak Farm, near Wilcote,
Oxfordshire, Part III: Site F, Oxford

Brodribb, A C C, Hands, A R and Walker, D R, 1973
Excavations at Shakenoak Farm, near Wilcote,
Oxfordshire, Part IV: Site C, Oxford

Brodribb, A C C, Hands, A R and Walker, D R, 1978
Excavations at Shakenoak Farm, near Wilcote,
Oxfordshire, Part V: Sites K and E, Oxford

Brossler A, Early, R and Allen, C, 2004  Green Park
(Reading Business Park): Phase 2 Excavations 1995:
Neolithic and Bronze Age sites, Thames Valley
Landscapes Monograph 19, OUCA and OA, Oxford

Brossler, A, Brown, F, Guttman, E, Morris, E and
Webley, L, 2013  Prehistoric Settlement in the lower
Kennet Valley: Excavations at Green Park (Reading
Buisness Park) Phase 3 and Moores Farm, Berkshire,
Oxford Archaeology Thames Valley Landscapes
Monograph 37, Oxford 

Brown, A, 1995  The Mesolithic and later flint
artefacts, in Allen et al. 1995, 65-84

Brown, A and Everson, P, 2005  Earthworks at
Lavendon, Rec Buckinghamshire 45, 45-64

Brown, D H, 1994  Pottery and late Saxon
Southampton, Proc Hampshire Fld Club Archaeol Soc
50, 127-52

Brown, L, 2009  An Unusual Iron Age Enclosure at Fir
Hill, Bossington & a Romano-British Cemetery near
Brook, Hampshire: the Broughton to Timsbury
Pipeline, Part 2 Proc Hampshire Fld Club Archaeol Soc
64

Brown, M, 2001  Ivinghoe Beacon, Ivinghoe,
Buckinghamshire: Landscape Investigation Report,
English Heritage

302 Solent-Thames Research Framework for the Historic Environment



Brown, R and Hardy, A, 2011  Trade and prosperity, war
and poverty: an archaeological and historical investiga-
tion into Southampton’s French Quarter, Oxford
Archaeology Monograph 15, Oxford

Brown, T, 1997  Clearances and clearings: deforesta-
tion in Mesolithic/Neolithic Britain, Oxford J
Archaeol 16, 133-46

Bruce-Mitford, R L S, 1939  The archaeology of the
site of the Bodleian extension in Broad Street,
Oxoniensia 4, 89-146

Brück, J, 1999  Houses, Lifecycles and Deposition on
Middle Bronze Age Settlements in Southern
England, Proc Prehist Soc 65, 145-66

Brück, J, 2000  Settlement, landscape and social
identity: the early middle Bronze Age transition in
Wessex, Sussex and the Thames Valley, Oxford J
Archaeol 19(3), 273-300

Brück, J (ed.), 2001  Bronze Age landscapes: tradition
and transformation, Oxbow, Oxford

Bryant, S R and Burleigh, G, 1995  The later prehis-
toric dykes of the eastern Chilterns, in Holgate, R,
(ed.) Chiltern Archaeology, Recent Work: A Handbook
for the Next Decade, Dunstable

Buckinghamshire County Museum, 1984  Missenden
Abbey, CBA South Midlands Archaeol 14, 10-11

Buckinghamshire County Museum, 1985  Missenden
Abbey, CBA South Midlands Archaeol 15, 26-8

Buckinghamshire County Museum Archaeological
Group, 1978  Buckinghamshire windmills, Rec
Buckinghamshire 20, 516-524

Buckinghamshire County Museum Archaeological
Group, 1982  Buckinghamshire watermills, Rec
Buckinghamshire 24, 34-45

Buckinghamshire County Museum, 1984  Missenden
Abbey, CBA South Midlands Archaeol 14, 10-11

Buckinghamshire County Museum, 1985  Middenden
Abbey, CBA South Midlands Archaeol 15, 26-8

Buckley, V (ed.), 1990  Burnt offerings: International
contributions to burnt mound archaeology, Dublin

Bull, E J, 1978   A medieval settlement area adjacent to
Pitstone church, Rec Buckinghamshire 20, 646-655

Bull, E J, 1993  The Bi-Axial Landscape of Prehistoric
Buckinghamshire, Rec Buckinghamshire 35, 11-18

Bull, L, 1975  The ancient saltway from Droitwich to
Princes Risborough, Rec Buckinghamshire 20, 87-92

Burnett, A M, 1990  Celtic coinage in Britain III: the
Waltham St Lawrence treasure trove, British
Numismatic Journal 60, 13-28

Burnham, B C and Wacher, J S, 1990  The ‘small towns’
of Roman Britain, London

Burnham, B C, Collis, J, Dobinson, C, Haselgrove, C
and Jones, M, 2001  Themes for urban research, c.
100BC to AD 200, in Britons and Romans: advancing
an archaeological agenda (eds S James and M
Millett), CBA Res Rep 125, York, 67-76

Burrin, P J and Scaife, R G, 1984  Aspects of Holocene
sedimentation and floodplain development in
southern England, Proceedings of the Geologists’
Association 85, 81-96

Burrin, P J and Scaife, R G, 1988  Environmental

thresholds, catastrophe theory and landscape
sensitivity: their relevance to the impact of man on
valley alluviation, in Conceptual Issues in
Environmental Archaeology, (eds J L Bintliffe, D A
Donaldson & E G Grant), Edinburgh, Edinburgh
University Press, 212-232

Butterworth, C A and Lobb, S J, 1992  Excavations in
the Burghfield Area, Berkshire; development in the
Bronze Age and Saxon landscapes, Wessex
Archaeology Report 1, Salisbury

Cahill, N, 1984  Isle of Wight Downlands, unpublished
report for Isle of Wight County Council

Campbell, B M S, Galloway, J A, Keene, D and
Murphy, M, 1993  A Medieval Capital and its Grain
Supply: Agrarian Production and Distribution in the
London Region c. 1300, London

Campbell, G, 1992  Bronze Age Plant Remains, in
Moore and Jennings 1992, 103-12

Campbell, G, 2000  ‘Plant Utilisation: the  Evidence
from Charred Plant Remains, in Cunliffe, B The
Danebury Environs Programme The prehistory of a
Wessex Landscape Volume 1; Introduction Oxford
University Committee for Archaeology Monograph
48 Oxford Institute of Archaeology, 45-49

Campbell, G, 2008  Plant utilisation in the countryside
around Danebury: a Roman perspective, in Cunliffe
2008, 53-74

Campbell, G E, 1992  Excavations at Lower Bolney,
Harpsden, South Oxfordshire, 1991, Oxoniensia 57,
29–42

Campbell, J B, 1977  The Upper Palaeolithic of Britain.
A study of man and nature in the late ice age. Volumes I
& II, Clarendon Press, Oxford

Cann, R, 1988  DNA and human origins, Current
Anthropology 17, 127–143

Cantor, L M and Hatherly, J, 1977  The Medieval Parks
of Buckinghamshire, Rec Buckinghamshire 20, 430-50

Carew, T, Bishop, B, Meddens, F and Ridgeway, V,
2006  Unlocking the landscape: archaeological investiga-
tions at Ashford Prison, Middlesex, Pre-Construct
Archaeol Monograph 5, Great Dunham

Carruthers, W, 2005  Mineralised plant remains, in
Birbeck 2005, 157-163

Carruthers, W, 2008  Charred, Mineralied and
Waterlogged Plant Remains, in Framework
Archaeology, From Hunter-Gatherers to Huntsmen: A
History of the Stansted Landscape, Wessex
Archaeology, Chapter 34 

Carter, H H, 1976  Fauna of an area of Mesolithic
occupation in the Kennet Valley, considered in
relation to contemporary eating habits, Berkshire
Archaeol J  68, 1-3

Carter, R J, 2001  New evidence for seasonal human
presence at the early Mesolithic site of Thatcham,
Berkshire, England, J Archaeol Sci 28, 1055-60

Cartwright, C R, 1982  Field survey of Chichester
Harbour 1982, Sussex Archaeol Collect 122, 23–7

Case, H J, 1952-3  Mesolithic finds in the Oxford area,
Oxoniensia 17-18, 1-13

Bibliography 303



Case, H J, 1956  The Neolithic causewayed camp at
Abingdon, Berks, Antiq J, 36, 11-30

Case, H J, 1956a  The Lambourn Seven barrows,
Berkshire Archaeol J 55, 15-31

Case, H J, 1963  Notes on the finds and on ring-
ditches in the Oxford region, Oxoniensia 28, 19-52

Case, H J, 1982a  The linear ditches and southern
enclosure, North Stoke, in Case and Whittle 1982,
60-75

Case, H J, 1982b  Cassington, 1950-2: late Neolithic
pits and the big enclosure, in Case and Whittle
1982, 118-51

Case, H J, 1986  The Mesolithic and Neolithic in the
Oxford Region, in Briggs et al. 1986, 18-37

Case, H J and Whittle, A W R (eds), 1982  Settlement
patterns in the Oxford Region: excavations at the
Abingdon causewayed enclosure and other sites, Counc
Brit Archaeol Res Rep 44, London 

Catt, J A, 1977  Loess and coversands, in F WShotton
(ed.), British Quaternary Studies, Recent Advances,
Clarendon Press, Oxford, 221–229

Catto 1984-2000  The History of the University of
Oxford, Oxford

Cauvain, S and Cauvain, P, 1997  Investigations at Pann
Mill, High Wycombe, Rec Buckinghamshire 39, 18-44

CgMs, 2003  RAF Bicester, Oxfordshire—Urban
Capacity Study, Unpublished client report

CgMs, 2004  Former Brakspears Brewery, Henley-on-
Thames – Preparation of Statement of Significance
and Impact Assessment through to grant of planning
permission, Unpublished client report 

CgMs, 2006a  Historic Buildings record in respect of
Former RAF/USAF Greenham Common Base, New
Greenham Park, Near Newbury, Berkshire,
Unpublished client report

CgMs, 2006b  Havant Parchment Works, Unpublished
client report 

Chadwick, P, 1985  Berkshire Archaeological Notes
1983-85, Berkshire Archaeol J 72, 75-87

Challinor, D, Petts, D, Poore, D and Score, D, 2003
Excavations at Manor Farm, Drayton, Oxfordshire,
Oxoniensia 68, 280-311

Chamberlin, R, 1985  Carisbrooke Castle, English
Heritage

Chambers, R A, 1987  The late- and sub-Roman
cemetery at Queenford Farm, Dorchester-on-
Thames, Oxon., Oxoniensia 52, 35-69

Chambers, R and Boyle, A, 2007  The Romano-British
cemetery, in R Chambers and E McAdam,
Excavations at Barrow Hills, Radley, Oxfordshire.
Volume II: the Romano-British cemetery and Anglo-
Saxon settlement, Oxford Archaeology Thames Valley
Landscapes Monograph 25, Oxford, 13-64

Chambers, R and McAdam, E, 2007  Excavations at
Barrow Hills, Radley, Oxfordshire. Volume II: the
Romano-British cemetery and Anglo-Saxon settlement,
Oxford Archaeology Thames Valley Landscapes
Monograph 25, Oxford

Champion, T C, 1977  Chalton, Current Archaeology
59, 364-71

Champion, T C and Collis, J C, 1996  The Iron Age in
Britain and Ireland: Recent Trends, J R Collis
Publications Dept Arch and Prehistory, University of
Sheffield 

Chapman, A, 2007  A Bronze Age barrow cemetery
and later boundaries, pit alignments and enclosures
at Gayhurst Quarry, Newport Pagnell,
Buckinghamshire, Rec Buckinghamshire 47(2), 81-
211

Chartres, C J, 1975  Soil development on the terraces
of the River Kennet, unpublished PhD Thesis,
University of Reading

Chatters, C, 1984  The Downs and Heaths of the Isle
of Wight, unpublished report for Isle of Wight
County Council

Chatters, C, 1991  A brief ecological history of
Parkhurst Forest, Proc Isle Wight Nat Hist Archaeol
Soc 11, 43-60

Chatterton, R, 2006  Ritual, in Mesolithic Britain and
Ireland: new approaches, (eds C Conneller, and G M
Warren), Stroud, 101-20

Cheetham, G H, 1975  Late Quaternary palaeohy-
drology with reference to the Kennet Valley,
unpublished PhD Thesis, University of Reading

Chenevix-Trench, J, and Fenley, P, 1979  A base-cruck
hall in Denham, Rec Buckinghamshire 21, 3-10

Chenevix Trench, J, and Fenley, P, 1991  The County
Museum buildings, Church Street, Aylesbury, Rec
Buckinghamshire 33, 1-43

Cherry, J, 1991  Pottery and Tile in English Medieval
Industries, (eds J Blair and N Ramsay), 189-209,
London

Cherryson, A, 2010  ‘Such a resting place as is
necessary for us in God’s sight and fitting in the eye
of the world’: Saxon Southampton and the develop-
ment of churchyard burial,  in Burial in later Anglo-
Saxon England c 650-1100 AD, (eds J Buckberry and
A Cherryson), Oxford, Oxbow Books, 54-72

Chibnall, A C, 1965  Sherington: Fiefs and Fields of a
Buckinghamshire Village, Cambridge 

Childe, V G, 1931  The forest cultures of northern
Europe: a study in evolution and diffusion, Journal of
the Royal Anthropological Institute 61, 325-48

Chisham, C, 2004  Mesolithic human activity and
environmental change: A case study of the Kennet
Valley, unpublished PhD Thesis, Department of
Archaeology, University of Reading

Churchill, D M, 1962  The stratigraphy of the
Mesolithic Sites III and V at Thatcham, Berkshire,
England, Proc Prehist Soc 28, 362-370

Christie, N, Creighton, O, Edgeworth, M and Fradley,
M, 2010  ‘Have you found anything intersting?’;
exploring late Saxon and medieval urbanism at
Wallingford: sources, results and questions,
Oxoniensia 75, 35-47

Christie, N and Creighton, O, with Edgeworth, M, and
Hamerow, H, 2013  Transforming Townscapes. From
Burh to Borough: The Archaeology of Wallingford  AD
800-1400, Soc Med Archaeol Monograph 35,
London

304 Solent-Thames Research Framework for the Historic Environment



Clapham, A J, 2000  Plant remains, in K E Walker & D
E Farwell, Twyford Down, Hampshire; archaeological
investigations on the M3 motorway from bar End to
Compton, 1990-93, Hampshire Field Club
Monograph 9, 148-150, Winchester

Clapham, A J, 2005  Waterlogged plant remains, in
Birbeck 2005, 173-181

Clark, J G D, 1932  The Mesolithic Age in Britain,
Cambridge

Clark, S, 2007  Early Medieval Berkshire (AD410 –
1066), at http://thehumanjourney.net/pdf_store/
sthames/phase3/County/Early%20Medieval/Early%2
0Medieval%20Berkshire.pdf

Clarke, D L, 1970  Beaker pottery of Great Britain and
Ireland, Cambridge 

Clarke, G, 1979  Pre-Roman and Roman Winchester:
Part 2: The Roman Cemetery at Lankhills, Oxford

Cleal, R M J, Walker, K E and Montague, R, 1995
Stonehenge in its landscape: 20th-century excavations,
Engl Heritage Archaeol Rep 10, London

Clifford, M H, 1936  A Mesolithic flora in the Isle of
Wight, Proc Isle Wight Natur Hist Archaeol Soc 2, 582-
94

Clinch, G, 1905  Bronze celt found at Crickhowell,
Archaeologia Cambrensis, 5, 259-60

Clough, T H McK and Cummins, W A, 1979 Stone
axe studies, CBA Res Rep 23, London

Cockman, F G, 1974  The Railway Era in
Buckinghamshire, Rec Buckinghamshire 19, 1971-
1974

Cocks, A H 1921  A Roman-British homestead in the
Hambleden valley, Bucks, Archaeologia 71, 141-98

Cocroft, W D, 1985  Two Post-Medieval Pottery Kilns
and Associated Products from Prosser’s Yard, Brill,
Buckinghamshire, Rec Buckinghamshire 27, 72-93

Cocroft, W, 2000  Dangerous Energy, English Heritage
Cocroft, W and Thomas, R J C, 2003  Cold War,

English Heritage
Cohen, N, 2010  Thames Archaeological Survey http://

www.thamesdiscovery.org/riverpedia/the-thames-
archaeological-survey

Cole, A, 2010  Place-Name Patterns, in Tiller and
Darkes 2010, 22-5

Coles, J M and Coles, B, 1986  Sweet Track to
Glastonbury: the Somerset Levels in prehistory, London

Coleman, L and Collard, M, 2005  Taplow to Dorney
Pipeline, Taplow, Buckinghamshire, Unpublished
post-excavation assessment and updated project
design, Cotswold Archaeology 

Coleman, L, Havard, T, Collard, M, Cox, S, and
McSloy, E, 2004  Denham, The Lea, Interim
Report, CBA South Midlands Archaeol 34, 14-17

Collard M, Darvill, T and Watts, M, 2006  Ironworking
in the Bronze Age? Evidence from a 10th Century
BC Settlement at Hartshill Copse, Upper
Bucklebury, West Berkshire Proc Prehist Soc 72, 367-
421

Collins, A E P, 1952-3  Excavations on Blewburton
Hill, 1948-9, Berkshire Archaeol J 53, 21-64

Collins, P E F, 1994  Floodplain environmental change

since the Last Glacial Maximum in the Lower Kennet
Valley, South-central England, unpublished PhD
thesis, University of Reading 

Collins, P E F, Fenwick, I M, Keith-Lucas, M D and
Worsley, P, 1996  Late Devensian river and
floodplain dynamics and related environmental
change in Northwest Europe, with particular
reference to a site at Woolhampton, Berkshire,
England, Journal of Quaternary Science 11(5), 357-
375

Collis, J R, 1994  An Iron Age and Roman Cemetery at
Owlesbury Hampshire, in Fitzpatrick and Morris
1994, 106-8

Collis, J R, 1996  Hillfortts, enclosures and boundaries,
in Champion and Collis 1996, 87-94 

Colquhoun, I, 1979  The Late Bronze Age Hoard from
Blackmoor, Hampshire, in Burgess, C and Coombs,
D (eds) Bronze Age Hoards: some Finds Old and New
BAR (Brit Ser)  67,  Oxford 99-116 

Conneller, C and Ellis, C, 2007  A Late Upper
Palaeolithic site at La Sagesse Convent, Romsey,
Hants, Proc Prehist Soc 73, 191-228 

Cook, A M and Dacre, M W, 1985  Excavations at
Portway, Andover 1973-75, Oxford University
Committee for Archaeology Monograph 4, Oxford

Cook, J and Rowley, T 1985  Dorchester Through the
Ages, Oxford University Department for External
Studies

Cook, S, 1999  Archaeological excavations at 64-66 St.
Thomas’s Street, Oxford, Oxoniensia 64, 285-296

Cook, S, 2011  The Geochemistry of ‘House 1’ in
Periods 3 and 4, in Fulford and Clarke 2011, 53-62

Cooke, N, Brown, F and Phillpotts, C, 2008  From
hunter gatherers to huntsmen. A history of the Stansted
landscape, Framework Archaeology Monograph 2,
Oxford and Salisbury

Copeland, T, 1988  The North Oxfordshire Grim’s
Ditch: a fieldwork survey, Oxoniensia 53, 277-292

Cotswold Archaeology, 2003  Great Western Alternative,
Didcot, Oxfordshire: Archaeological Evaluation for
Wimpey PLC and Bryant Homes Ltd, unpub client
report CA 02101

Cotswold Archaeology, 2004  Abingdon Pipeline,
Oxfordshire. Archaeological Evaluation and
Programme of Archaeological Recording,
unpublished client report 04010 produced for RSK
ENSR Environment on behalf of Transco

Cotton, J and Field, D, 2004  Towards a new stone age:
aspects of the Neolithic in south-east England, CBA Res
Rep 137, York

Cotton, M and Frere, S, 1968  Ivinghoe Beacon
excavations 1963-65, Rec Buckinghamshire 18, 187-
260

Cotton, M A and Gathercole, P W, 1958  Excavations at
Clausentum, Southampton, 1951-4, Ministry of Works
Archaeological Reports 2 , London

Countryside Commission, 1994  The Isle of Wight
Landscape: An Assessment of the Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty

County Museum Archaeological Group, 1973  Moated

Bibliography 305



sites in Buckinghamshire – a list, Rec Buckingham -
shire 19, 336-339

Cox, P W, 1997  Billings Field, Bicester Road
(Quarrendon) Aylesbury, Bucks: An archaeological
evaluation report, unpublished report

Coy, J, 1989  Animal bones, 111-114, in Astill, G G &
Lobb, S J, Excavation of Prehistoric, Roman, and
Saxon deposits at Wraysbury, Berkshire, Archaeol J
146, 68-134

Cramp, K, 2007  The Flint, in Benson and Whittle
2007, 289-314

Crawford, O G S, 1951  Some Notes on Avington,
Proc Hampshire Fld Club Archaeol Soc 17, 107-11

Crawford, O G S, 1960  Archaeology in the Field,
London

Crawford, O G S and Keiller, A, 1928  Wessex from the
Air, Oxford

Creighton, J, 2000  Coins and Power in Late Iron Age
Britain, Cambridge University Press 

Critchley, D J, 2004  Addington Church. An Architectural
and Historical Study, Buckinghamshire Papers 4

Crockett, A, 1996  Iron Age to Saxon Settlement at
Wickhams Field, near Reading, Berkshire;
Excavations on the Site of the M4 Granada Reading
Motorway Service Area, in Andrews and Crockett
1996, 112-170

Croft, R A and Mynard, D C, 1993  The Changing
Landscape of Milton Keynes, Buckinghamshire
Archaeological Society Monograph Series 5,
Aylesbury

Croft, R A and Pike, A R, 1988  Buckinghamshire
fishponds and river fisheries, in Medieval Fish,
Fisheries and Fishponds in England (ed. M Aston),
BAR Brit Ser 182(ii), Oxford, 229-266

Cromarty, A M, Foreman, S and Murray, P, 1999  The
excavation of a late Iron Age enclosed settlement at
Bicester Fields Farm, Bicester, Oxon., Oxoniensia
64, 153–233

Cromarty, A M, Barclay, A, Lambrick, G and
Robinson, M, 2006  Late Bronze Age ritual and
habitation on a Thames eyot at Whitecross Farm,
Wallingford: The archaeology of the Wallingford Bypass,
1986-92, Oxford Archaeology Thames Valley
Landscapes Monograph 22, Oxford

Crook, J 1991  The Pilgrims’ Hall, Winchester.
Hammerbeams, Base Crucks and Aisle-Derivative
Roof Structures, Archaeologia 119, 129-59

Crummy, N and Eckardt, H, 2003  Regional identities
and technologies of self: nail-cleaners in Roman
Britain, Archaeol J 160, 44-69

Cruse, R J, 1987  Further investigation of the Acheulian
site at Cuxton, Archaeologia Cantiana 104, 39–81

Cunliffe, B W, 1974  Iron Age Communities in Britain
(1st edn), London

Cunliffe, B W, 1975  Excavations at Portchester Castle.
Vol. 1: Roman, Res Rep Comm Soc Antiq London
32, London

Cunliffe, B, 1976  Excavations at Portchester Castle
Volume II: Saxon, Res Rep Comm Soc Antiq London
XXXIII, London

Cunliffe, B, 1984a  Iron Age Wessex: Continuity and
Change, in Aspects of the Iron Age in Central Southern
Britain (eds B Cunliffe and D Miles), 12-45

Cunliffe, B W 1984b  Danebury: an Iron Age hillfort in
Hampshire 2 vols, CBA Res Rep 52, London

Cunliffe, B W, 1987  Hengistbury Head, Dorset. Vol I: The
Prehistoric and Roman Settlement 3500BC – AD 500,
Oxford, Oxford Univ Comm Archaeol Monograph
26

Cunliffe, B W, 1991  Iron Age Communities in Britain
(3rd ed.), London, Longman

Cunliffe, B W, 1993  Wessex to AD 1000: A Regional
History of England, London, Longman, 205-219

Cunliffe B 1995  Danebury: An Iron Age Hillfort in
Hampshire: Vol 6 A Hillfort Community in
Perspective,CBA Res Rep 102,York

Cunliffe, B W (ed.), 2000  The Danebury environs
programme: the prehistory of a Wessex landscape, 1
and 2, Oxford University School of Archaeology
Monographs 48 and 49

Cunliffe, B W, 2001  The Danebury Environs Project 5:
Fullerton Villa Excavation, 2001,  Interim Report,
Oxford, Danebury Trust/Institute of Archaeology

Cunliffe, B W, 2005  Iron Age Communities in Britain,
(4th ed.), Routledge, London

Cunliffe, B, 2008  The Danebury Environs Roman
Programme. A Wessex Landscape during the Roman
Era, Volume 1, Overview, English Heritage & Oxford
University School of Archaeology Monograph 70,
Oxford

Cunliffe, B, 2012  Calleva in context, in Fulford 2012a,
14-21

Cunliffe, B W and de Jersey, P (eds), 1997  Armorica
and Britain: cross Channel relationships in the late first
millennium BC, Oxford, OUCA Monograph 45

Cunliffe, B W and Miles, D (eds), 1984  Aspects of the
Iron Age in central southern Britain, OUCA
Monograph 2, Oxford

Cunliffe, B W and Poole, C, 1991a  Danebury: an Iron
Age Hillfort in Hampshire 4, the Excavations, 1979-
1988: the site, CBA Res Rep 73, London 

Cunliffe, B W and Poole, C, 1991b  Danebury: an Iron
Age Hillfort in Hampshire 5, the Excavations, 1979-
1988: the finds, CBA Res Rep 73, London 

Cunliffe, B W and Poole, C, 1994  Houghton Down,
Stockbridge, Hants, 1994. The Danebury Environs
Programme. The prehistory of a Wessex Landscape,
English Heritage and OUCA Monograph, Institute
of Archaeology, Oxford

Cunliffe, B W and Poole, C, 2000a  Suddern Farm,
Middle Wallop, Hants, 1991 and 1996. The Danebury
Environs Programme. The Prehistory of a Wessex
Landscape, English Heritage and OUCA Monograph
49, Institute of Archaeology, Oxford

Cunliffe, B W and Poole, C, 2000b  The Danebury
Environs Programme – The Prehistory of a Wessex
Landscape, Volume 2, Part 2 – Bury Hill, Upper
Clatford, Hants, English Heritage and OUCA
Monograph 49 (Part 2), Institute of Archaeology,
Oxford

306 Solent-Thames Research Framework for the Historic Environment



Cunliffe, B W and Poole, C, 2000b  Houghton Down,
Stockbridge, Hants, 1994. Danebury Environs
Programme.  Vol. 2 Part 6, English Heritage/Oxford
Univ Comm Archaeol Monograph 49, Oxford, 78-
102

Cunliffe, B W and Poole, C, 2000c  Nettlebank Copse,
Wherwell, Hants, 1993. The Danebury Environs
Programme. Vol. 2. Part 5. English Heritage/Oxford
Univ Comm Archaeol  Oxford, 53-83

Cunliffe, B W and Poole, C, 2000d  Bury Hill, Upper
Clatford, Hants, 1990.  Danebury Environs Programme.
Vol. 2 Part 2, English Heritage/Oxford Univ Comm
Archaeol Monograph 49

Cunliffe, B and Poole, C, 2008a  The Danebury
Environs Roman Programme. A Wessex Landscape
during the Roman Era, Volume 2, Part 1, Houghton
Down, Longstock, Hants, 1997, English Heritage and
Oxford Univ School of Archaeology Monograph 71,
Oxford

Cunliffe, B and Poole, C, 2008b The Danebury Environs
Roman Programme. A Wessex Landscape during the
Roman Era, Volume 2, Part 2, Grateley South, Grateley,
Hants, 1998 and 1999, English Heritage and Oxford
University School of Archaeology Monograph 71,
Oxford

Cunliffe, B and Poole, C, 2008c  The Danebury
Environs Roman Programme. A Wessex Landscape
during the Roman Era, Volume 2, Part 3, Fullerton,
Hants, 2000 and 2001, English Heritage and Oxford
University School of Archaeology Monograph 71,
Oxford

Cunliffe, B and Poole, C, 2008d  The Danebury
Environs Roman Programme. A Wessex Landscape
during the Roman Era, Volume 2, Part 4, Thruxton,
Hants, 2002, English Heritage and Oxford University
School of Archaeology Monograph 71, Oxford

Cunliffe, B and Poole, C, 2008e  The Danebury
Environs Roman Programme. A Wessex Landscape
during the Roman Era, Volume 2, Part 5, Rowbury
Farm, Wherwell, Hants, 2003, English Heritage and
Oxford University School of Archaeology
Monograph 71, Oxford

Cunliffe, B and Poole, C, 2008f  The Danebury
Environs Roman Programme. A Wessex Landscape
during the Roman Era, Volume 2, Part 6, Flint Farm,
Goodworth Clatford, Hants, 2004, English Heritage
and Oxford University School of Archaeology
Monograph 71, Oxford

Cunliffe, B and Poole, C, 2008g  The Danebury
Environs Roman Programme. A Wessex Landscape
during the Roman Era, Volume 2, Part 7, Dunkirt Barn,
Abbotts Ann, Hants, 2005 and 2006, English Heritage
and Oxford University School of Archaeology,
Monograph 71, Oxford

Cunliffe, B and Poole, C, 2008  The Danebury Environs
Roman Programme. A Wessex Landscape During the
Roman Era. Vol. 2 The Sites (Part 1: Houghton Down,
Longstock, Hants, 1997; Part 2: Grateley South,
Grateley, Hants, 1998 and 1999; Part 3: Fullerton,
Hants, 2000 and 2001; Part 4: Thruxton, Hants, 2002;

Part 5: Rowbury Farm, Wherwell, Hants, 2003; Part 6:
Flint Farm, Goodworth Clatford, Hants, 2004. Part 7:
Dunkirt Barn, Abbotts Ann, Hants, 2005 and 2006).
English Heritage and OUCA Monograph, Institute
of Archaeology, Oxford

Currie, C K, 1999  An archaeological and historical
landscape survey of the Mottistone Manor Estate,
Mottistone, Isle of Wight, report to the National
Trust (Southern Region)

Currie, C, K, 2000  An archaeological and historical
survey of the Newtown Estate, Newtown, Isle of
Wight, report to the National Trust (Southern
Region)

Currie, C K, 2001  An archaeological and historical
survey of the Knowles Farm and St Catherine’s Hill
& Down Estates, Isle of Wight, report to the
National Trust (Southern Region)

Currie, C K, 2002  An archaeological and historical
survey of the Ventnor Downs and Luccombe Farm
Estate, Isle of Wight, Volume 1: historical text and
archaeological inventory report to the National Trust
(Southern Region)

Currie, C K, 2003  An archaeological survey of
earthworks on Castle hill, Mottistone, Isle of Wight,
Proc Hampshire Fld Club Archaeol Soc 58, 24-32

Currie, C K, 2007  Early water management on the
lower River Itchen in Hampshire, in J Blair (ed.)
2007, 244-53 

Currie, C R J, 1992  Larger Medieval Houses in the
Vale of White Horse, Oxoniensia 57, 81–245

Dacre, M and Ellison, A, 1981  A Bronze Age cemetary
at Kimpton, Hampshire, Proc Prehist Soc 47, 147-199

Dalwood, H, Dillon, J, Evans, J and Hawkins, A, 1989
Excavations in Walton, Aylesbury, 1985-1986, Rec
Buckinghamshire 31, 137-221

Darby, H C, 1977  Domesday England, Cambridge
Darby, H C, 1986  Domesday England – concluding

volume of the Domesday Geography of England
Darby, H C and Campbell, E M J, 1962  The Domesday

Geography of South-East England, Cambridge
Dark, P, 2000a  Revised ‘absolute’ dating of the early

Mesolithic site of Star Carr, North Yorkshire, in the
light of changes in the early Holocene tree-ring
chronology, Antiquity 74, 304-7

Dark, P, 2000b  The Environment of Britain in the First
Millennium AD, Duckworth, London

Dark, P, 2011  The Pollen and Trichurid Ova from Pit
5251, in Fulford and Clarke 2011, 294-300

Darvill, T, C, 1992  Monument evaluation manual part
iv, urban areas, English Heritage and author,
London

Darvill, T, 2004  Long barrows of the Cotswolds and
surrounding areas, Stroud

Davies, J S, 1883  A history of Southampton, partly from
the MS. of dr. Speed, Southampton 

Davies, S M, 1981  Excavations at Old Down Farm,
Andover: Part II: Prehistoric and Roman, Proc
Hampshire Fld Club Archaeol Soc 37, 81-163

Davies, S M, Bellamy, P S, Heaton, M  J and

Bibliography 307



Woodward, A,  2002  Excavations at Allington
Avenue, Fordington, Dorchester, Dorset, 1984-87
Dorset Natural History and Archaeological  Society
Monograph Series 15

Dawson, M, 2002  Archaeology desk based assessment
and trial trench evaluation at the Grand Junction
Hotel, Buckingham, unpubl. report

Day, S P, 1991  Post-glacial vegetational history of the
Oxford region, New Phytologist 119, 445-70

Day, S P, 1993  Woodland origin and ‘ancient
woodland indicators’: a case-study from Sidlings
Copse, Oxfordshire, UK, The Holocene 3(1), 45-53

De Roche, C D, 1977  An analysis of selected groups
of early Iron Age pottery from the Oxford region,
BLitt thesis, Univ Oxford

De Roche, C D, 1978  The Iron Age pottery, in
Parrington, M 1978, The Excavation of an Iron Age
Settlement, Bronze Age Ring-Ditches and Roman
Features at Ashville Trading Estate, Abingdon
(Oxfordshire) 1974-76, Oxford Archaeological Unit
Report 1, CBA Res Rep 28, London, 40-74

Dennel, R W, 1983  European economic prehistory: a new
approach, Academic Press, London

Dennell, R, 2003  Dispersal and colonisation, long and
short chronologies: how continuous is the Early
Pleistocene record for hominids outside East Africa?
Journal of Human Evolution 45, 421–440

Department for Culture Media and Sport, 2001  The
Historic Environment: A Force for Our Future

Department for Culture Media and Sport, 2001  The
Government’s Statement on the Historic Environment
for England 2010 

Devoy, R J N, 1979  Flandrian sea-level changes and
vegetational history of the lower Thames estuary,
Phil Trans Royal Soc London Series B 285, 355-410

Dewar, H S L, 1929  The field archaeology of Doles,
Proc Hampshire Fld Club Archaeol Soc 10 (1926-30),
118-126

Dewey, H, 1924  Implements from the Clay-with-flints
of north Kent, Antiq J 4, 147-149

Dewey, J and Dewey, S, 1977  The Book of Wallingford
Dickinson, T M, 1976  The Anglo-Saxon burial sites of

the Upper Thames Region and their bearing on the
history of Wessex, circa AD 400-700, 3 volumes,
Oxford D. Phil. thesis (unpublished)

Dils, J (ed), 1998  An Historical Atlas of Berkshire
Berkshire Record Society, Reading

Dinwiddy, K E, 2011  An Anglo-Saxon Cemetery at
Twyford, near Winchester, Hampshire Studies 66, 75-
126

Dixon, P, 1994  The Hillfort Defences. Crickley Hill Vol. 1,
University of Nottingham, Nottingham

Dobney, K and Ervynck, A, 2007  To fish or not to
fish?  Evidence for the possible avoidance of fish
consumption during the Iron Age around the North
Sea, in Haselgrove and Moore 2007, 403-18 

Dobney, K, Jacques, S and Irving, B, 1995  Of Butchers
and Breeds: Report on vertebrae remains from various
sites in the city of London, Lincoln, City of Lincoln
Archaeological Unit Studies 5

Dodd, A (ed.), 2003 Oxford before the University: the
late Saxon and Norman archaeology of the Thames
Crossing, the defences and the town, Oxford
Archaeology Thames Valley Landscapes Monograph
17, Oxford

Dodd, A, 2010  Early Anglo-Saxon settlement, in Tiller
and Darkes, 2010, 18-19

Dodds, D, 2002  Berryfields, Aylesbury, Bucking -
hamshire: An Archaeological Evaluation, Oxford
Archaeology, unpublished client report

Doggett, N, 2002  Patterns of Re-use: The Transformation
of Former Monastic Buildings in Post-dissolution
Hertfordshire, 1540-1600, BAR Brit Ser 331

Doubleday, H A (ed.), 1900  A History of Hampshire
and the Isle of Wight, Volume One, The Victoria History
of the Counties of England, Westminster

Downey, R, King, A and Soffe, G, 1979  The Hayling
Island Temple, London, Downey

Draper, C, 1951  Stone industries from Rainbow Bar,
Hants, Archaeological Newsletter 3.9, 147–9

Draper, C, 1953  Further Mesolithic sites in south
Hampshire, Archaeological Newsletter 4.12, 193

Draper, C, 1968  Mesolithic distribution in south-east
Hampshire, Proc Hampshire Fld Club Archaeol Soc 23,
110–19

Drewett, P L, 1970  The excavation of two round
barrows and associated fieldwork on Ashey Down,
Isle of Wight, 1969, Proc Hampshire Fld Club Archaeol
Soc 27, 33-56

Duncan, C, 2000  The comparative palaeopathology of
males and females in English medieval skeletal
samples in its social context, Leicester, University of
Leicester, Unpublished PhD Thesis

Dunning, G, 1939  A thirteenth century midden near
Niton, Proc Isle Wight Nat Hist Archaeol Soc 3, Part
II, 128-137

Dunning, G, 1951  The history of Niton, Isle of Wight,
Proc Isle Wight Nat Hist Archaeol Soc 4 Part VI, 
191-204

Dunning, G C, 1976  Salmonsbury, Bourton-on-the-
Water, Gloucestershire, in Harding (ed.) 1976, 
75-118  

Durham, B, 1977  Archaeological Investigations in St.
Aldate’s Oxford, Oxoniensia 42, 83–203

Durham B, 1978  Traces of a Late Saxon church at St
Mary’s, Aylesbury, Rec Buckinghamshire 20, 621-6 

Durham, B, 1984  The Thames Crossing at Oxford.
Archaeological Studies, 1979–82, Oxoniensia 49, 87-

Durham, B, 1991  The Infirmary and Hall of the
Medieval Hospital of St. John the Baptist at Oxford,
Oxoniensia 56, 17–75

Durham, B and Bell, C, 1993  All Souls’ College:
medieval cloister, CBA South Midlands Archaeol 23, 74

Durham, B, Halpin, C and Palmer, N, 1983  Oxford’s
Northern Defences. Archaeological Studies
1971–1982, Oxoniensia 48, 13-40

Durning, L (ed.), 2006  Queen Elizabeth’s Book of
Oxford, Oxford

Dyer, A, 1991  Decline and Growth in English Towns
1400-1640, Basingstoke

308 Solent-Thames Research Framework for the Historic Environment



Dyer, C, 2002  Making a Living in the Middle Ages. The
People of Britain 850-1520, London

Dyer, C, 2005  An Age of Transition? Economy and
Society in the Later Middle Ages, Oxford

Dyer, J F, 1961  Barrows of the Chilterns, Archaeol J
116, 1-24

Dyer, J, 1991  The Five Knolls and associated barrows
at Dunstable, Bedfordshire Archaeol J 19, 25-9

Eckardt, H, 2002  Illuminating Roman Britain,
Monographies Instrumentum 23, Éditions Monique
Mergoil, Montagnac

Eckardt, H, 2006  The character, chronology and use
of the late Roman pits: the Silchester finds
assemblage, in Fulford et al. 2006, 221-45

Eckardt, H (ed), 2010  Roman Diasporas. Archaeological
Approaches to Mobility and Diversity in the Roman
Empire, Journal of Roman Archaeology
Supplementary Series 78, Portsmouth, Rhode Island

Eckardt, H, 2011  The mid-Roman pits in context, in
Fulford and Clarke 2011, 301-18

Eckardt, H, Chenery, C, Booth, P, Evans, J A, Lamb, A
and Müldner, G, 2009  Oxygen and Strontium
Isotope evidence for mobility in Roman Winchester,
J Archaeol Sci 36(12), 2816-2825

Edmonds, N, Sly, T and Strutt, K, 2002  Quarr Abbey
Geophysical Survey Report, November 2002,
University of Southampton

Edwards, B, 1999a  Historic Newport: Archaeological
assessment document, An Extensive Urban Survey of
the Isle of Wight’s Historic Towns, Hampshire County
Council 

Edwards, B, 1999b  Historic Yarmouth : Archaeological
assessment document, An Extensive Urban Survey of
the Isle of Wight’s Historic Towns, Hampshire County
Council 

Edwards, B, 1999c  Historic Newtown: Archaeological
assessment document, An Extensive Urban Survey of
the Isle of Wight’s Historic Towns, Hampshire County
Council 

Edwards, B, 1999d  Historic Brading: Archaeological
assessment document, An Extensive Urban Survey of
the Isle of Wight’s Historic Towns, Hampshire County
Council 

Edwards, B, 1999e  Historic Carisbrooke:
Archaeological assessment document, An Extensive
Urban Survey of the Isle of Wight’s Historic Towns,
Hampshire County Council 

Edwards, B, 1999f  Historic St Helens: Archaeological
assessment document, An Extensive Urban Survey of
the Isle of Wight’s Historic Town, Hampshire County
Council 

Edwards, B, 1999g  Historic Cowes: Archaeological
assessment document, An Extensive Urban Survey of
the Isle of Wight’s Historic Towns, Hampshire County
Council 

Edwards, R, 1999  An Extensive Urban Survey of
Hampshire’s Historic Towns

Edwards, R, 2005  Historic Farmsteads and Landscape
Character in Hampshire

Ehrenberg, M R, 1977  Bronze Age Spearheads from
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire, BAR Brit
Ser 34, Oxford

Elliott, D J, 1975  Buckingham. The Loyal and Ancient
Borough, Chichester

Ellis, C J, Allen, M J, Gardiner, J, Harding, P, Ingrem,
C, Powell, A, and Scaife, R G, 2003  An early
Mesolithic seasonal hunting site in the Kennet
Valley, Southern England, Proc Prehist Soc 69, 
107-36

Ellis, P, Hughes, G and Jones, L, 2000  An Iron Age
boundary and settlement features at Slade Farm,
Bicester, Oxfordshire: a report on excavations, 1996,
Oxoniensia 65, 211–265

Ellison, A B, 1980  Deverel Rimbury urn cemeteries:
the evidence for social organisation, in Barrett and
Bradley 1980, 115-26

Ellison, A B, 1981  Towards a socio-economic model
for the Middle Bronze Age in southern England, in
Pattern of the Past: Studies in Honour of David Clarke,
(eds I Hodder, G Isaac & N Hammond),
Cambridge, 413–38

Ellison, A and Rahtz, P, 1987  Excavations at
Whitsbury Castle Ditches, Proc Hampshire Fld Club
Archaeol Soc 43, 63-81

Elvey, E M, 1965  Aylesbury in the fifteenth century –
a bailiff ’s notebook, Rec Buckinghamshire 17, 321-
335

Elvey, E M, 1977  The history of nos. 1 & 2 Market
Hill, Buckingham, Rec Buckinghamshire 20, 301-7

Emery, F, 1974  The Oxfordshire landscape, London
English Heritage, 1991  Exploring our past: strategies for

the archaeology of England, English Heritage 
English Heritage, 1993  Monuments Protection

Programme: single monument class descriptions for
‘Medieval Villages’ and ‘Medieval Dispersed
Settlements’

English Heritage, 1996  Frameworks for our past
English Heritage, 1998  Identifying and Protecting

Palaeolithic Remains: Archaeological Guidance for
Planning Authorities and Developers, English Heritage,
London

English Heritage, 2000  Power of place
English Heritage/Prehistoric Society, 1999  Research

Frameworks for the Palaeolithic and Mesolithic of
Britain and Ireland, English Heritage, London

English Heritage/Prehistoric Society, 2008  Research
and Conservation Framework for the British
Palaeolithic, English Heritage, London

Enright, D and Parkhouse, J, 1996  Archaeological
Investigation at Weston Underwood in 1994, Rec
Buckinghamshire 38, 175-98

Entwistle, R, 2001  A Bronze Age round barrow and
Deverel-Rimbury cremation cemetery at Zionshill
Copse, Chandler’s Ford, Hampshire, Proc Hampshire
Fld Club Archaeol Soc, 56, 1–20

Entwistle, R, Raymond, F and Stedman M, 2005  A
surface collection project and finds from metal
detecting at Shavards farm, Meonstoke, Hampshire,
Proc Hampshire Fld Club Archaeol Soc 60, 13-53 

Bibliography 309



Evans, C, Pollard, P, and Knight, M, 1999  Life in
woods: tree-throws, ‘settlement’ and forest cognition
Oxford J Archaeol 18(3), 241-54

Evans, J, Stoodley, N and Chenery, C, 2006  A
Strontium and Oxygen Isotope  Assessment of a
possible Fourth Century Immigrant Population in a
Hampshire Cemetery, Southern England, J Archaeol
Sci  33, 265-72 

Evans, J G 1972  Land snails in archaeology, Seminar
Press, London and New York

Evans, J G, 1975  The environment of early man in the
British Isles, Paul Elek, London

Evans, J G, 1992a  River valley bottoms and archae-
ology in the Holocene, in The wetland revolution in
prehistory, (ed. B Coles), Warp, The Prehistoric
Society, 47-53

Evans, J G, 1992b  Mollusca, In C A Butterworth & S
J Lobb, Excavations in the Burghfield Area, Berkshire;
developments in the Bronze Age and Saxon landscapes,
Wessex Archaeological Report 1, Salisbury, 130–43 

Evans, J G and Valentine, K W G, 1974  Ecological
changes induced by prehistoric man at Pitstone,
Buckinghamshire, J Archaeol Sci 1, 343-351

Evans, J G, Limbrey, S, Maté, I and Mount, R, 1993
An environmental history of the Upper Kennet
Valley, Wiltshire, for the last 10,000 years, Proc
Prehist  Soc 59, 139-95

Everard, C E, 1954  Submerged gravel and peat in
Southampton Water, Proc Hampshire Fld Club
Archaeol Soc 18, 263–285

Everitt, A, 1974  The Banburys of England, Urban
History Yearbook 1974, repr. in Landscape &
Community In England (London, 1985)

Everson, P, 2001  Peasants, Peers and Graziers: the
Landscape of Quarrendon, Buckinghamshire,
interpreted in Rec Buckinghamshire 41, 1-45

Evison, V I, 1969  A Viking grave at Sonning, Berks,
Antiq J 49, 330-45

Evison, V I, 1988  An Anglo-Saxon Cemetery at Alton,
Hampshire, Hampshire Fld Club Archaeol Soc
Monograph 4

Eyers, J E, 2011  Romans in the Hambleden Valley. Yewden
Roman Villa, High Wycombe

Fairbrother, J R, 1990  Faccombe Netherton. Excavations
of a Saxon and medieval manorial complex, British
Museum Occasional Paper 74, London

Farley, M E, 1972  A Bronze Spearhead from Princes
Risborough, Rec Buckinghamshire 19, 215-217 

Farley, M E, 1973  Note in Rec Buckinghamshire 29,
344

Farley, M, 1974  Aylesbury – a defended town?, Rec
Buckinghamshire 19, 429-48

Farley, M, 1976  Saxon and medieval Walton,
Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire 1973-4, Rec
Buckinghamshire 20, 153-292

Farley, M E, 1978  Excavations at Low Farm, Fulmer,
Bucks, 1: the Mesolithic occupation, Rec
Buckinghamshire 20, 601-16

Farley, M, 1979  Burials in Aylesbury and the early

history of the town, Rec Buckinghamshire 21, 116-21
Farley, M 1979a  Pottery and pottery kilns of the post-

medieval period at Brill, Buckinghamshire Post-
Medieval Archaeology 13, 127-152

Farley, M, 1979b  A Bell-Pit or Chalk Well at Lane
End, Rec Buckinghamhire 21, 135-140

Farley, M, 1980  Middle Saxon Occupation at
Chicheley, Bucks, Rec Buckinghamshire 22, 92-104

Farley, M, 1982a  Excavations at Low Farm, Fulmer,
Bucks: II, the medieval manor, Rec Buckinghamshire
24, 46-72

Farley, M, 1982b  A medieval pottery industry at
Boarstall, Buckinghamshire, Rec Buckinghamshire 24,
107-117

Farley, M, 1983a  A mirror burial at Dorton,
Buckinghamshire, Proc Prehist Soc 49, 269-302

Farley, M E, 1983b  Archive notes and finds, CASS
5276, BCM 417.1983

Farley, M, 1991a  A late Bronze Age sickle from Great
Kimble, Buckinghamshire, Rec Buckinghamshire 33,
142-4

Farley, M, 1991b  Ravenstone Priory: the church
located, Rec Buckinghamshire 33, 114-127

Farley, M, 2001  Medmenham Abbey, Medmenham,
Bucks; results from some archaeological watching
briefs, unpublished report

Farley, M, 2006  Buckinghamshire Early Medieval
Solent-Thames Research Framework

Farley, M, 2007  The Watermills of Buckinghamshire:
A 1930s account by Stanley Freese with original
photographs, Buckinghamshire Archaeological
Society, Aylesbury

Farley, M, 2008  Early Medieval Buckinghamshire, at
http://thehumanjourney.net/pdf_store/sthames/phase
3/County/Early%20Medieval/Early%20Medieval%2
0Buckinghamshire.pdf

Farley, M, 2009  The Mesolithic period, in An archaeo-
logical research framework for Buckinghamshire: collected
papers from the Solent-Thames Research Framework,
(ed. D Thorpe), Buckinghamshire Papers 15,
Aylesbury, 13-9

Farley, M and Jones, G, 2012  Iron Age ritual, a hillfort
and evidence for a minster at Aylesbury,
Buckinghamshire, Oxbow, Oxford

Farley, M and Lawson, J, 1990  A fifteenth-century
pottery and tile kiln at Leyhill, Latimer,
Buckinghamshire, Rec Buckinghamshire 32, 35-62

Farley, M and Leach, H, 1988  Medieval pottery
production areas near Rush Green, Denham,
Buckinghamshire, Rec Buckinghamshire 30, 53-102

Farley, M and Manchester, K, 1989  The Cemetery of
the Leper Hospital of St Margaret, High Wycombe,
Buckinghamshire, Medieval Archaeology 33, 82-89

Fasham, P J, 1983  Fieldwork in and around
Micheldever Wood, Hampshire, 1973-1980, Proc
Hampshire Fld Club Archaeol Soc 39, 5-45

Fasham, P J, 1985  The Prehistoric Settlement at Winnall
Down, Winchester, Hampshire Field Club Monograph
2

Fasham, P J and Keevill, G, 1995  Brighton Hill South

310 Solent-Thames Research Framework for the Historic Environment



(Hatch Warren); an Iron Age farmstead and deserted
medieval village in Hampshire, Wessex Archaeology
Report 7, Salisbury

Fasham, P J and Whinney, R J B, 1991  Archaeology
and the M3, Hampshire Field Club Monograph 7,
Wessex Trust for Archaeology/Hants Field Club,
Winchester

Fasham, P J, Farwell, D E and Whinney, R J B, 1989
The archaeological site at Easton Lane, Winchester,
Hampshire Field Club Monograph 6, Winchester

Faulkner, A H, 1972  The Grand Junction Canal, David
and Charles, Newton Abbot

Faulkner, P A, 1975  The surviving medieval buildings,
in Platt, C, and Coleman Smith, R,  Excavations in
Medieval Southampton 1953-1969, 56-124

Favis-Mortlock, D, Boardman, J and Bell, M G, 1997
Modelling long-term anthropogenic erosion of a
loess cover, South Downs, UK, The Holocene 7,
79–90

Featherstone, R and Bewley, R, 2000  Recent aerial
reconnaissance in north Oxfordshire, Oxoniensia 65,
13-26

Fell, D, 2001  An archaeological evaluation of Rose
Cottage, Tylers Green, Buckinghamshire,
unpublished report

Fennelly, L R, 1969  A late medieval kiln at Knighton,
I.O.W., Proc Hampshire Fld Club Archaeol Soc 26, 97-
110

Field, D, 2004  Use of land in central southern
England during the Neolithic and early Bronze Age,
unpublished PhD dissertation, University of Reading 

Field, D, 2006  Earthen long barrows: the earliest
monuments in the British Isles, Stroud

Field, D, 2008  Use of land in Central Southern England
during the Neolithic and Early Bronze Age, BAR Brit
Ser 459, Archaeopress, Oxford

Finlayson, C, Pacheco, F G, Rodríguez-Vidal, J, Fa1, D
A, Gutierrez López, J M, Pérez, A S, Finlayson, G,
Allue, E, Preysler, J B, Cáceres, I, Carrión, J S, Jalvo,
Y F, Gleed-Owen, C P, Jimenez Espejo, F J, López,
P, López Sáez1, J A, Cantal J A R, Marco, A S,
Guzman, F G, Brown, K,  Fuentes, N, Valarino, C
A, Villalpando, A, Stringer, C B, Martinez Ruiz, F
and Sakamoto, T, 2006  Late survival of
Neanderthals at the southernmost extreme of
Europe, Nature 443, 850-853

Fischer, A, 1991  Pioneers in deglaciated landscapes:
the expansion and adaptation of the late Palaeolithic
societies in Southern Scandinavia, in Barton et al.
1991, 100-21

Fitzpatrick, A P, 1984  The deposition of La Tène Iron
Age metalwork in watery contexts in southern
England, in Cunliffe and Miles 1984,178-88

Fitzpatrick, A P, 2001  Cross-Channel Exchange,
Hengistbury Head and the End of Hillforts, in
Society and Settlement in Iron Age Europe Actes du
XVIIIe Colloque de l’AFEAF, (ed. J Collis)
Winchester, April, 1994, Sheffield, 83-97

Fitzpatrick, A P, 1998-2003  A Late la Tene Dagger
from the Thames at Windsor Berks,  Berkshire

Archaeol J 76, 14-6
Fitzpatrick, A P, Barnes, I and Cleal, R M J, 1995  An

Early Iron Age settlement at Dunston Park,
Thatcham, in Barnes et al. 1995, 65-92

Fitzpatrick, A P and Morris, E L, (eds) 1994  The Iron
Age in Wessex: Recent Work, Association Française
D’Etude de L’Age du Fer, Trust for Wessex
Archaeology, Salisbury

Fitzpatrick, A P and Timby, J, 2002  Roman Pottery in
Iron Age Britain, in Prehistoric Britain; The Ceramic
Basis, (ed. A Woodward and J D Hill), PCRG Occ
Publ 3, Oxbow, Oxford, 161-172

Fitzpatrick, A P, Ellis, C and Allen, M J, 1996  Bronze
Age ‘jetties’ or causeways at Testwood Lakes,
Hampshire, Great Britain, PAST 24, 9-10

Fitzpatrick, A P and Ellis, C, 2000  A Middle Bronze
Age bridge at Testwood Lakes, Hampshire, Great
Britain, NewsWarp Issue 27

Ford, B M and Teague, S, with Biddulph, E, Hardy, A
and Brown, L, 2011  Winchester – a City in the
Making. Archaeological excavations between 2002 and
2007 on the sites of Northgate House, Staple Gardens
and the former Winchester library, Jewry St, Oxford
Archaeology Monograph 12, Oxford

Ford, B M, Poore, D, Shaffrey, R and Wilkinson, D R
P, 2013  Under the Oracle: excavations at the Oracle
Shopping Centre site 1996-8. The medieval and post-
medieval urban development of the Kennet floodplain in
Reading, Oxford Archaeology Thames Valley
Landscapes Monograph 36

Ford, S, 1982  Fieldwork and excavation on the
Berkshire Grims Ditch, Oxoniensia 47 13-36

Ford, S, 1982-3  Linear Earthworks on the Berkshire
Downs, Berkshire Arch J 71, 1-20 

Ford, S, 1987a  East Berkshire archaeological survey,
Berkshire County Council Department of Highways
and Planning Occas Pap 1, Reading

Ford, S, 1987b  Flint scatters and prehistoric settle-
ment patterns in south Oxfordshire and east
Berkshire, in Lithic analysis in later British prehistory
(eds A Brown and M Edmonds), BAR Brit Ser 162,
101-35, Oxford

Ford, S, 1991-3  Excavations at Eton Wick, Berkshire
Archeaol J 74, 27-36

Ford, S D, 1992  The nature and development of
prehistoric settlement and land-use in the Middle
Thames Region (8000–500 BC), with special
reference to the evidence from lithic artefacts,
unpublished PhD thesis, University of Reading

Ford, S D, 1997a  Loddon Valley (Berkshire)
fieldwalking survey, Berkshire Archaeol J  75, 11-33

Ford, S, 1997b  The Excavation of Late Saxon and
Medieval Features at Kintbury Square, Kintbury,
Berkshire, 1995, Berkshire Archaeol J 75, 75-92

Ford, S, 2002  Charnham Lane, Hungerford, Berkshire,
archaeological investigations 1988–97, TVAS
monograph 1, Reading

Ford, S and Howell, I, 2004  Saxon and Bronze Age
settlement at the Orchard site, Walton Road, Walton,
Aylesbury, 1994, in Ford, S, Taylor, K and Howell, I,

Bibliography 311



2004, The archaeology of the Aylesbury-Chalgrove
pipeline and a Saxon site at The Orchard, Walton, TVAS
monograph 5, 60–88

Ford, S and Pine, J, 2003  Neolithic ring ditches and
Roman landscape features at Horton (1989-1996),
in Prehistoric, Roman and Saxon sites in eastern
Berkshire: excavations, 1989-1997 (ed, S Preston),
Reading, 12-85

Ford, S and Preston, S, 2002  Medieval occupation at
The Orchard, Brighthampton, Oxoniensia 67, 287-
312

Ford S and Taylor K, 2001  Iron Age and Roman
settlements with prehistoric and Saxon features, at
Fenny Lock, Milton Keynes, Buckinghamshire, Rec
Buckinghamshire 41, 79-123 

Ford, S, Bowden, M, Mees, G and Gaffney, V, 1988
The date of the ‘Celtic’ Field-Systems on the
Berkshire Downs, Britannia 19, 401-404

Ford, S, Entwistle, R and Taylor, K, 2003  Excavations
at Cippenham, Slough, Berkshire, 1995-7, TVAS
Monograph 3, Reading

Foreman, S, Hiller, J and Petts, D, 2002  Gathering the
People, Settling the Land: The Archaeology of a Middle
Thames Landscape, Anglo-Saxon to Post Medieval,
Oxford Archaeology Thames Valley Landscapes
Monograph 14, Oxford

Foster, R, 1973  F. Cape & Co. of St Ebbe’s Street,
Oxford, Woodstock

Foundation Archaeology 1999  The Red Lion Hotel,
Oxford St, Lambourn, West Berkshire, an archaeo-
logical evaluation, unpublished client report 

Foundations Archaeology, 2001  Silver Street, Reading,
Unpublished client report

Fowler, M J, 1986  Over Wallop – Martin’s Clump,
Archaeology in Hampshire 4

Fowler, P J, 1960  Excavations at Madmarston Camp,
Swalcliffe, 1957-8, Oxoniensia 25, 3-48 

Fox, G E and St John Hope, W H, 1891-1906
Excavations on the Site of the Roman City of Silchester,
Hants, 1890-1905, London, Society of Antiquaries
(Fifteen volumes) 

Framework Archaeology 2006  Landscape Evolution in
the Middle Thames Valley: Heathrow Terminal 5
Excavations Volume 1, Perry Oaks, Framework
Archaeology Monograph 1

French, C, 2007  Deer Park Farm; micromorphological
analysis of the soil profile, in French et al. (eds)
2007, 398-9

French, C, Lewis, H, Allen, M J, Green, M, Scaife, R
G, and Gardiner, J, 2007  Prehistoric landscape
development and human impact in the upper Allen
valley, Cranborne Chase, Dorset, McDonald Institute
Monograph, Cambridge

Frere, S S, 1962  Excavations at Dorchester on
Thames, 1962, Archaeol J 119, 114-149

Frere, S S, 1984  Excavations at Dorchester on
Thames, 1963, Archaeol J 141, 91-174

Frere, S, 1987  Britannia a history of Roman Britain,
London (3rd ed.)

Froom, F R, 1963  An axe of Dorset chert from a Meso -

lithic site at Kintbury, Berkshire Archaeol J 61, 1-3 
Froom, F R, 1970  The Mesolithic around Hungerford

Part VI: further results of the surface survey, Trans
Newbury Dist Fld Club 12, 58-67

Froom, F R, 1972  A Mesolithic site at Wawcott,
Kintbury, Berkshire Archaeol  J  66, 23-44

Froom, F R, 1976  Wawcott III: a stratified Mesolithic
succession, BAR Brit Ser 27, Oxford

Froom, R, 2005  Late Glacial Long Blade sites in the
Kennet Valley. Excavations and fieldwork at Avington
VI, Wawcott XII and Crown Acres (ed. J Cook), British
Museum Research Publications 153, Bloomsbury
Press, London

Froom, R, Cook, J, Debenham, N and Ambers, J, 1993
Wawcott XXX: an interim report on a Mesolithic
site in Berkshire, in Stories in Stone (eds N Ashton
and A David), Lithic Studies Society Occasional
Paper 4, Oxford, 206-12

Fulford, M G, 1975  New Forest Roman Pottery:
manufacture and distribution, with a corpus of pottery
types, BAR Brit Ser 17, Oxford

Fulford, M G, 1984  Silchester Defences, 1974-80,
Britannia Monograph 5, Gloucester

Fulford, M, 1989  The Silchester Amphitheatre.
Excavations of 1979-85, Soc for Promotion of Roman
Studies Britannia Monograph 10, London

Fulford, M, 1992  Iron Age to Roman: a Period of
Radical Change on the Gravels, in Fulford and
Nichols (eds) 1992, 23-38

Fulford, M, 1993  Silchester: the early development of
a civitas capital, in Roman Towns: the Wheeler
Inheitance (ed. S J Greep), CBA Res Rep, 93, York,
16-33

Fulford, M, 2000  Human remains from the North
Gate, Silchester: an ‘early’ and a ‘late’ radiocarbon
date from the city, Britannia 31, 356-8

Fulford, M, 2007  Coasting Britannia: Roman trade
and traffic around the shores of Britain, in
Communities and Connections: essays in Honour of
Barry Cunliffe (eds C Gosden, H Hamerow, P de
Jersey and G Lock), OUP, Oxford, 54-74

Fulford, M, 2001  Links with the past: pervasive ‘ritual’
behaviour in Roman Britain, Britannia 32, 199-218

Fulford, M (ed.), 2012a  Silchester and the Study of
Romano-British Urbanism, Journal of Roman
Archaeology Supplementary Series 90, Portsmouth,
Rhode Island

Fulford, M, 2012b  Calleva Atrebatum (Silchester,
Hampshire, UK): An Early Medieval Extinction, in
Urbes Extinctae. Archaeologies of Abandoned Classical
Towns (eds N Christie and A Augenti), Ashgate,
Farnham, 331-51

Fulford, M and Clarke, A, 2011  Silchester: City in
Transition. The Mid-Roman Occupation of Insula IX c.
AD 125-250/300, Soc for Promotion of Roman
Studies Britannia Monograph 25, London

Fulford, M and Creighton, J, 1998  A Late Iron Age
Mirror Burial from Latchmere Green, near
Silchester, Hampshire, Proc Prehist Soc 64, 331-342

Fulford, M G and Hodder, I, 1974  A regression

312 Solent-Thames Research Framework for the Historic Environment



analysis of some later Romano-British pottery: a
case study, Oxoniensia 39, 26-33

Fulford, M and Nichols, E (eds), 1992  Developing
Landscapes of Lowland Britain. The Archaeology of the
British Gravels: a Review, Soc of Antiqs Occ Paper
14, London

Fulford, M G and Rippon, S J, 1994  Lowbury Hill,
Oxon: A Re-assessment of the Probable Romano-
Celtic Temple and the Anglo-Saxon Barrow, Archaeol
J 151, 158-211

Fulford, M and Timby, J, 2000 L ate Iron Age and
Roman Silchester. Excavations on the site of the forum-
basilica 1977, 1980-86, Soc for Promotion of Roman
Studies Britannia Monograph 15, London

Fulford, M G, Powell, A B, Entwistle, R and Raymond,
F, 2006  Iron Age and Romano-British Settlements and
Landscapes of Salisbury Plain, Wessex Archaeology
Report 20, Salisbury

Fulford, M G, Rippon, S, Ford, S, Timby, J and
Williams, B, 1997  Silchester: excavations of the
North Gate, on the north walls, and in the northern
suburbs 1988 and 1991-3, Britannia 28, 87-168

Fulford, M G, Clarke, A and Eckardt, H, 2006  Life
and Labour in Late Roman Silchester: Excavations in
Insula IX since 1997, Britannia Monograph 22,
London

Gaffney, V and Tingle, M, 1989  The Maddle Farm
project: an integrated survey of Prehistoric and Roman
landscapes on the Berkshire Downs, BAR Brit Ser 200,
Oxford

Gaffney, V L and White, R H with Goodchild, H, 2007
Wroxeter, the Cornovii and the urban process Final
report on the Wroxeter Hinterland Project 1994-1997,
Volume 1: Researching the hinterland, J Roman
Archaeol Suppl Ser 68, Portsmouth RI

Gale, A, 2000  The Story Beneath the Solent, Hampshire
and Isle of Wight Trust for Maritime Archaeology,
2nd edition

Galloway, J A, Keene, D A and Murphy, M, 1996
Fuelling the city: production and distribution of
firewood and fuel in London’s region, 1290-1400,
Economic History Review 49, 447-72

Gamble, C S and Steele, J, 1999  Hominid ranging
patterns and dietary strategies, in Hominid Evolution:
Lifestyles and Survival Strategies, (ed. H Ullrich),
Archea, Schwelm, 396–409

Gardener, W, 1793-1810  manuscript drawings of the
Isle of Wight, British Library Map Library,
Ordnance Survey Drawings 67-74

Gardiner, J P, 1984  Lithic distributions and Neolithic
settlement patterns in central southern England, in
Neolithic studies I: a review of some current research,
(eds R J Bradley and J P Gardiner), Oxford, BAR
Brit Ser 133, 15-40  

Gardiner, J, 1987  The Neolithic and Bronze Age, in
Cunliffe, B W, Hengistbury Head Dorset, Vol 1: the
prehistoric and Roman settlement 3500 BC–AD 500,
Oxford University Committee for Archaeology
Monograph 13, Oxford, 329–36

Gardiner, J, 1988  The composition and distribution of
Neolithic surface flint scatters in central southern
England, unpublished PhD thesis, University of
Reading

Gardiner, J, 2002  The Palaeolithic and Mesolithic, in
The Millennium Publication: a review of archaeology in
Hampshire 1980–2000 (ed. N Stoodley), Winchester,
1–3

Gardiner, J with Allen, M J (eds), 2005  Before the mast;
life and death aboard the Mary Rose, The Archaeology
of the Mary Rose vol 4, Mary Rose Trust Ltd,
Portsmouth

Gardner, A, 2007  An Archaeology of Identity. Soldiers
and Society in Late Roman Britain, Left Coast Press,
Walnut Creek CA

Garmonsway, G N (translated and ed.),  The Anglo-
Saxon Chronicle, Dent, London 

Garton, D, 1980  An early Mesolithic site at Rackham,
east Sussex, Sussex Archaeol Collect 118, 145–52

Garwood, P, 1999  Discussion, in Barclay and Halpin
1999, 275-309

Garwood, P, 2007  Before the hills in order stood:
chronology, time and history in the interpretation of
early Bronze Age round barrows, in Covering old
ground: barrows as enclosures (ed. J Last), Oxford

Gelling, M, 1974  Place-names of Berkshire
Gelling, M, 1976  The Place-Names of Berkshire: Part

III, English Place-Name Society, 51, London
Gem, R, 2005  The Church of All Saints, Wing,

Buckinghamshire, in Holmes, M, Excavation of a
Late Saxon – Medieval Cemetery at the site of the
former Victorian School, Wing, Buckinghamshire
May–June 1999, unpublished report

Gibbard, P L, 1995  The formation of the Strait of
Dover, in Island Britain: a Quaternary Perspective,
(ed. R C Preece), The Geological Society, London,
15–26

Gibson, A M, 1992  Possible timber circles at
Dorchester on Thames, Oxford J Archaeol  11.1, 85-
91

Giggins, B L, 1983  A brief history of the site of
Valentin, Ord and Nagle’s factory in Fenny
Stratford, unpubl. Report

Gilbert, D, 2008  Excavations west of St Mary’s
Church, Black Bourton, Oxfordshire: early, middle
and late Anglo-Saxon activity, Oxoniensia 73, 147-60

Gillam, S, 1995  The Radcliffe Camera (1992), CBA
South Midlands Archaeol 25, 67

Glasscock, R E, 1980  England circa 1334, in A New
Historical Geography of England before 1600, (ed. H C
Darby), 141

Godwin, H and Godwin, M E, 1940  Submerged peat
at Southampton, data for the study of post glacial
history V, New Phytologist 39, 303–307

Gooder, J,  2007  Excavation of a Mesolithic house at
East Barns, East Lothian, Scotland: an interim
report, in Mesolithic studies in the North Sea basin and
beyond, (eds K L Pedersen and C Waddington),
Oxbow Books, Oxford, 49-59

Gosden, C and Lock, G, 2001  The Hillforts of the

Bibliography 313



Ridgeway Project Excavations at Alfred’s Castle
2000,  CBA South Midlands Archaeol  31, 80-9

Gosden, C, Lock, G, and Daly, P, 2005  University of
Oxford The Ridgeway and Vale project: excavations
at Marcham/Frilford 2004, CBA South Midlands
Archaeol 35, 94-105

Gover,  J, 2000  A geophysical investigation of Ivinghoe
Beacon, Chiltern Hills, Unpublished report adapted
from an MSc dissertation submitted to Reading
University 

Grace, R, 1992  Use wear analysis, in Healy et al. 1992,
53-63

Graham, M, 1979  The building of Oxford Covered
Market, Oxoniensia 44, 81-91

Grant, A, 1984  Survival or sacrifice? A critical
appraisal of animal burials in Britain in the Iron
Age, in Animals and archaeology. Vol. 4. Husbandry in
Europe, (ed. C Grigson and J Clutton-Brock),  BAR
Int Ser 227, 221-227

Grant, A, 1975  The Animal Bones, in Cunliffe 1975,
375-408

Grant, A, 2000  Diet, Economy and Ritual Evidence
from the Faunal Remains, in Fulford and Timby
2000, 425-82

Gray, H L, 1915  English Field Systems, Cambridge, Mass.
Green, C, and Rollo-Smith, S, 1984  The excavation of

eighteen round barrows near Shrewton, Wiltshire,
Proc Prehist Soc 50, 255-318

Green, D and Kidd, A, 2006  Buckinghamshire and
Milton Keynes Historic Landscape Characterisation,
Buckinghamshire County Council

Green, F, 1991  Mesolithic structures in the Test Valley:
Bowman’s Farm, PAST 11, 1–2

Green, F J, 1979  Medieval plant remains: methods
and results in archaeobotanical analysis from excava-
tions in southern England with special reference to
Winchester and urban settlement of the 10th-15th
centuries, Unpubl. M.Phil thesis, University of
Southampton

Green, F J, 1981  Iron Age, Roman and Saxon crops
from Wessex, in The Environment of Man; the Iron Age
to the Anglo-Saxon period, (ed. M Jones & G
Dimbleby), Oxford, BAR Brit Ser 97, 129-153

Green, F J, 1994  Cereals and plant foods: a re-assess-
ment of the Saxon economic, in Environment and
Economy in Anglo-Saxon England, (ed. J Rackham),
CBA Res Rep 89, York, 83-8

Green, F J, 1996  Mesolithic or later houses at
Bowmans Farm, Romsey Extra, Hampshire,
England?, in Neolithic houses in Northwest Europe and
beyond (eds T Darvill and J Thomas), Neolithic
Studies Group Monograph 1, Oxbow Books,
Oxford, 113-22

Green, H S, 1974  Early Bronze Age territory and
population in Milton Keynes, Buckinghamshire, and
the Great Ouse Valley, Archaeol  J 131, 75-139

Green, H S, 1981  The Dating of Ivinghoe Beacon, Rec
Buckinghamshire 23,1-3

Green, M, 1969  Churches of the Isle of Wight, Winton
Publications Ltd, Winchester

Green, M, 2000  A Landscape Revealed – 10,000 years
on a chalkland farm, Tempus, Stroud

Green, M, 2005  Medieval tile industry at Penn, Rec
Buckinghamshire 45, 115-160

Green, M, Barton, R N E, Debenham, R E and
French, C A I, 1998  A new late-glacial open-air site
at Deer Park Farm, Wimborne St Giles, Proc Dorset
Natur Hist Archaeol  Soc 120, 85-8

Green, M J (ed.), 1995  The Celtic World, Routledge,
London 

Griffiths, R, 1979  Rescue excavations of a medieval
house at Whaddon, Buckinghamshire,  Rec
Buckinghamshire 21, 40-76

Grigson, C, 1989  The animal remains, in Stainton
1989, 49-74

Grimes, W F, 1960  Excavation on defence sites, 1939-
1945, 1: mainly Neolithic – Bronze Age, Ministry of
Works Archaeological Report 3, HMSO, London

Grinsell, L, 1938–40  Hampshire barrows parts 1–3,
Proc Hampshire Fld Club Archaeol Soc 14(1–3), 9–40,
195–230, 346–66

Grinsell, L V and Sherwin, G A, 1940  Isle of Wight
barrows, Proc Isle Wight Natur Hist Antiq Soc 3, 1

Gulland, D, 2003  Aston Clinton Manor House: from
moated site to classical mansion, Rec
Buckinghamshire 43, 195-207

Guttman, E B, 2005  Midden cultivation in prehistoric
Britain: arable crops in gardens, World Archaeol 37
(2), 224-39

Gwilt, A and Haselgrove, C (eds),1997  Reconstructing
Iron Age societies : new approaches to the British Iron
Age, Oxbow, Oxford

Hadfield, A M, 1970  The Chartist Land Company
Hadfield, C, 1970  The Canals of the East Midlands,

including Part of London, Newton Abbot
Hadley, D, 2001  Death in Medieval England: an archae-

ology, Stroud
Hadley, D, 2006  The Vikings in England: Settlement,

Society and Culture
Hall, D, 2001  Turning the Plough. Midland open fields:

landscape character and proposals for management,
Northampton

Hall, R A, 1975  An excavation at Hunter Street,
Buckingham 1974, Rec Buckinghamshire 20, 100-133 

Hallam, H E (ed.), 1988  The Agrarian History of
England and Wales Volume 2. 1042–1350

Hall-Torrance, M and Weaver, S D G, 2003  The
excavation of a Saxon settlement at Riverdene,
Basingstoke, Hants, 1995, Hampshire Studies 58, 
63-105

Halliwell, G and Parfitt, K, 1993  Non-river gravel
Lower and Middle Palaeolithic discoveries in East
Kent, Kent Archaeol Rev 114, 80–89

Hambleton, E, 1999  Animal husbandry regimes in Iron
Age Britain: a comparative study of faunal assemblages
from Iron Age sites. BAR (Brit Ser) 282, Oxford

Hambleton, E, 2008  Review of Middle Bronze Age-Late
Iron Age Faunal Assemblages from Southern Britain,
English Heritage Research Dept. Report 71, http://

314 Solent-Thames Research Framework for the Historic Environment



services.english-heritage.org.uk/ResearchReports
Pdfs/071_2008WEB.pdf

Hamerow, H, 2012  Rural settlements and society in
Anglo-Saxon England, Oxford

Hamerow, H, Hayden, C and Hey, G, 2007  Anglo-
Saxon and earlier settlement near Drayton Road,
Sutton Courtenay, Berkshire, Archaeol J 164, 109-196

Hamilton-Dyer, S, 2000  The Fish Remains, in Fulford
and Timby 2000, 482-4

Hamilton-Dyer, S, 2005  Animal bones, in Birbeck
2005, 140-154

Hamlin, A, 1963  Excavations of ring ditches and other
sites at Stanton Harcourt, Oxonienia 28, 1-19

Hammon, A, 2008 Animal husbandry: an overview of
the evidence from the animal bones, in Cunliffe
2008, 74-100

Hammond, N, 1974  Rural life in the Vale of White Horse
Hammond, S, 2011  An Iron Age Iron Smelting Site at

Baird Road, Arborfield Garrison, Berkshire, 2002, in
Archaeological Investigations in the Silchester
Hinterland, Exploring Landscape use around the Roman
Town (ed. S Preston),  TVAS monograph 9, Reading,
33-42

Hampshire and Wight Trust for Maritime Archaeology,
2005  Archaeological and palaeo-environmental
investigations of a Mesolithic site 11.5m below sea
level, unpublished report for SCOPAC 

Hance, N, 2006  Harwell: the Enigma Revealed
Hancock, A, 2010  Excavation of a mid Saxon settle-

ment at Water Eaton, Bletchley, Milton Keynes, Rec
Buckinghamshire 50, 5-24

Hands, A R, 1993  The Romano-British roadside settle-
ment at Wilcote, Oxfordshire I. Excavations 1990-92,
BAR Brit Ser 232, Oxford 

Hands, A R, 1998  The Romano-British roadside settle-
ment at Wilcote, Oxfordshire II. Excavations 1993-96,
BAR Brit Ser 265, Oxford

Hands, A R and Cotswold Archaeology, 2004  The
Romano-British roadside settlement at Wilcote,
Oxfordshire III. Excavations 1997-2000, BAR Brit Ser
370, Oxford

Hanley, H, 1976  The Friarage, Rickfords Hill,
Aylesbury, Aylesbury Society Newsletter 7, 5-6

Harden, D B, and Treweeks, R C, 1945  Excavations at
Stanton Harcourt, Oxon, 1940, II, Oxoniensia 10,
16-41

Harding, D W (ed), 1976a  Hillforts: Later Prehistoric
Earthworks in Britain and Ireland, Academic Press,
London

Harding, D W, 1976b  Blewburton Hill, Berkshire: Re-
excavation and Reappraisal, in Harding, D, (ed.)
1976, 133-46

Harding, D W, 1987  Excavations in Oxfordshire, 1964-
66, University of Edinburgh Department of
Archaeology Occasional Papers 15, Edinburgh

Harding, J, 2003  Henge monuments of the British Isles,
Stroud

Harding, P A, 1998  An interim report of an archaeo-
logical watching brief on Palaeolithic deposits at
Dunbridge, Hants, in Stone Age Archaeology: Essays

in Honour of John Wymer, (eds N Ashton, F Healy
and P Pettitt), Oxford, Oxbow Books, 72–76

Harding, P A and Andrews, P, 2002  Anglo-Saxon and
medieval settlement at Chapel Street, Bicester:
excavations 1999-2000, Oxoniensia 67, 141-79

Harding, P and Newman, R, 1990  The excavation of a
turf-sided lock at Monkey Marsh, Unpublished
client report

Harding, P A and Richards, J C, 1982  Sample excava-
tion of a Mesolithic flint scatter at Whistley Court
Farm, Unpubl Wessex Archaeology client report

Hardy, A, 1996  Archaeological excavations at 54-55
St. Thomas’s Street, Oxford, Oxoniensia 61, 225-273

Hardy, A, Dodd, A and Keevill, G D, 2003  Aelfric’s
abbey: excavations at Eynsham Abbey, Oxfordshire,
1989-1992, Oxford Archaeology Thames Valley
Landscapes Monograph 16, Oxford

Hare, J, 1988  Bishop’s Waltham Palace, Archaeol J 145,
222-54

Hare, J, 1999  The Dissolution of the Monasteries in
Hampshire, Hampshire Papers 16

Harrison, D, 2004  The Bridges of Medieval England.
Transport and Society 400-1800, Oxford

Harrison, S, 2003  The Icknield Way: some queries,
Archaeol J 160, 1-22

Harvey, I M W, 1997  Bernwood in the middle ages, in
Bernwood. The Life and Afterlife of a Forest (eds J
Broad and R Hoyle), 1-18, Preston

Harvey, P D A, 1985  Mapping the Village : the
Historical Evidence, in Medieval Villages (ed. D
Hooke), Oxford, 33-45

Hase, P H, 1988  The Mother Churches of Hampshire,
in Minsters and Parish Churches: The Local Church in
Transition, 950-1200 (ed. J Blair), Oxford University
Committee for Archaeology, Monograph 17, 45-46

Hase, P H, 1994  The Church in the Wessex
Heartlands, in The Medieval Landscape of Wessex (eds
M Aston and C Lewis), Oxbow Monograph 46,
Oxford, 47-81

Haselgrove, C, 1989  The Later Iron Age in southern
Britain and beyond, in Todd, M, Research on Roman
Britain, 1960-89, Society for the Promotion of
Roman Studies, 1-19

Haselgrove, C (ed), 2000, Understanding the British Iron
Age: An agenda for action http://www.personal.rdg.ac.
uk/~lascretn/IAAgenda.htm

Haselgrove, C and Moore, T (eds), 2007  The Later
Iron Age in Britain and Beyond, Oxbow, Oxford 

Haselgrove, C and Pope, R (eds), 2007  The Earlier
Iron Age in Britain and the Near Continent, Oxbow,
Oxford

Hassall, T G, 1986  Archaeology of Oxford City, in
Briggs et al. 1986, 115–34 

Hassall, T G, Halpin, C E and Mellor, M, 1989
Excavations in St. Ebbes, Oxford, 1967–76,
Oxoniensia 54, 71–279

Hawkes, C F C, 1925  Old roads in Central Hants,
Proc Hampshire Fld Club Archaeol Soc, 9, 324-333

Hawkes, C F C, 1927  Excavations at Alchester 1926,
Antiq J 7, 155-184

Bibliography 315



Hawkes, J W and Heaton, M J, 1993  Jennings Yard,
Windsor: a closed-shaft garderobe and associated
medieval structures, Wessex Archaeology Report 3

Hawkes, S C, 1986  The early Saxon period, in Briggs
et al. (eds) 1986, 64-108

Hawkes, S C and Dunning, G C, 1961  Soldiers and
settlers in Britain, fourth to fifth century, Medieval
Archaeol 5, 1-70

Hawkes, S C with Grainger, G, 2003  The Anglo-Saxon
Cemetery at Worthy Park, Kingsworthy, near Winchester,
Hampshire, Oxford, Oxford University School of
Archaeology

Hayward, K M J, 2009  Roman Quarrying and Stone
Supply on the Periphery – Southern England, BAR Brit
Ser 500, Oxford

Hayward, K M, 2011  The Worked Stone, in Fulford
and Clarke 2011, 204-19

Healy, F, Heaton, M and Lobb, S J, 1992  Excavations
at a Mesolithic site at Thatcham, Berkshire, Proc
Prehist Soc 58, 41-76

Hearne, C M, 2000  Archaeological evaluation in the
Vale of the White Horse, near Abingdon, 1992–99,
Oxoniensia 65, 7–12

Henig, M, 1993  Roman sculpture from the Cotswold Region
with Devon and Cornwall, Corpus Signorum Imperii
Romani, Great Britain, Vol 1, Fascicule 7, Oxford

Henig, M and Booth, P, 2000  Roman Oxfordshire,
Sutton, Stroud

Hepple, L W and Doggett, A M, 1992  The Chilterns,
Phillimore, Chichester

Hepple, L W and Doggett, A M, 1994  The Chilterns,
Phillimore, Chichester (2nd edn)

Hesse, R, 2011  Reconsidering animal husbandry and
diet in the northwest provinces, J Roman Archaeol
24, 215-48

Hewitson, C, Nichol, K,  Litherland, S and Rátkai, S,
forthcoming Excavations in Banbury Castle and
Town, (BAR Brit Ser)

Hey, G, 1995  Iron Age and Roman settlement at Old
Shifford Farm, Oxoniensia 60, 93-176

Hey, G, 2004  Yarnton: Saxon and medieval settlement
and landscape Results of excavations 1990-96 Oxford
Archaeology Thames Valley Landscapes Monograph
20, Oxford

Hey, G, and Barclay, A, 2007  The Thames Valley in
the late 5th and early 4th millennium cal BC: the
appearance of domestication and the evidence for
change, in Going over: the Mesolithic-Neolithic transi-
tion in North-West Europe (eds A Whittle and V
Cummings), Proc British Academy 144, London,
399-422

Hey, G and Lacey, M, 2001  Evaluation of archaeolog-
ical decision-making processes and sampling strategies,
Oxford Archaeological Unit monograph

Hey, G, with Robinson, M, 2011  Mesolithic
communities in the Thames Valley: living in the
natural landscape, in G Hey, P Garwood, M
Robinson, A Barclay, and P Bradley (eds) 2011,
193-220

Hey, G, Bayliss, A, and Boyle, A, 1999  Iron Age

inhumation burials at Yarnton, Oxfordshire, Antiquity
73, 551-62

Hey, G, Dennis, C, and Mayes, A, 2007
Archaeological investigations on Whiteleaf Hill,
Princes Risborough, Buckinghamshire, 2002-5, Rec
Buckinghamshire 47 (2), 1-80

Hey, G, Booth, P and Timby, J, 2011a  Yarnton: Iron
Age and Romano-British settlement and landscape:
results of excavations 1990-98, Oxford Archaeology
Thames Valley Landscapes Monograph 35, Oxford

Hey, G, Garwood, P, Robinson, M, Barclay, A and
Bradley, P, 2011b  Part 2 Mesolithic to early Bronze
Age, in A Morigi, D Schreve, M White, G Hey, P
Garwood, M Robinson, A Barclay and P Bradley,
Thames through Time. The archaeology of the gravel
terraces of the Upper and Middle Thames: Early
Prehistory to 1500 BC, Oxford Archaeology Thames
Valley Landscapes Monograph 32, 151-463

Hey, G, Dennis, C and Bell, C, in prep.  Yarnton:
Neolithic and Bronze Age settlement and landscape,
Thames Valley Landscapes Monograph, OA Oxford

Higgott, T, 2001  The Story of Newbury
Highfield, J R L, 1986  The Early Colleges, in History

of the University of Oxford, 1: The Early Oxford
Schools, (ed. J L Catto), 236

Hill, J D, 1995  Ritual and Rubbish in the Iron Age of
Wessex: a study on the formation of a specific archaeolog-
ical record, BAR Brit Ser 242, Oxford 

Hill, J D, 1996  Hillforts and the Iron Age of Wessex, in
Champion and Collis 1996, 95-116

Hill, J D, 2007  The dynamics of social change in 
later Iron Age eastern and south-eastern England 
c. 300 BC-AD 43, in Haselgrove and Moore 2007,
16-40

Hiller, J, 2000  Oxford, The Kitchen Project, Lincoln
College, CBA South  Midlands Archaeol 30, 64–7

Hills, C M and O’Connell, T C,  2009  New light on
the Anglo-Saxon succession: two cemeteries and
their dates, Antiquity 83, 1-13

Hindle, P, 2002  Medieval Roads and Tracks, Princes
Risborough

Hindmarch, E, 2002  Church Hill, Buckingham,
Buckinghamshire. An archaeological evaluation for
Buckingham Town Council, unpubl. report

Hines, J (ed.), forthcoming  Anglo-Saxon England
c. 570-720: The Chronological Basis, London, Society
for Medieval Archaeology Monograph Series

Hinchcliffe, T, 1992  North Oxford, Newhaven and
London

Hingley, R, 1984a  The Archaeology of settlement and
the social significance of space, Scottish Archaeological
Review 3, 22-7 

Hingley, R, 1984b  Towards Social Analysis in
Archaeology: Celtic Society in the Iron Age of the
Upper Thames Valley (400-0BC), in Aspects of the
Iron Age in Central Southern Britain (eds B Cunliffe
and D Miles), Oxford University: Committee for
Archaeology Monograph 2, 72-88

Hingley, R, 1999  The creation of later prehistoric
landscapes and the context of the reuse of Neolithic

316 Solent-Thames Research Framework for the Historic Environment



and earlier Bronze Age monuments in Britain and
Ireland, in Northern Exposure: Interpretative
Devolution and the Iron Age in Britain, (ed. B Bevan),
Leicester Archaeology Monograph 4, Leicester,
233–51

Hingley, R, 2006  Defining Community: iron,
boundaries and transformation in later prehistoric
Britain, in Harding, A, Sievers, S & Venclova, N,
Enclosing the Past, Sheffield Academic Monograph
15, 116-25

Hinton, D A, 1968  Bicester Priory, Oxoniensia 33, 22-
52

Hinton, D A, 1969  Excavations at Bicester Priory,
Oxoniensia 34, 21-28

Hinton, D A, 1983,  The Anglo-Saxon church at
Yateley, ProcHampshire Fld Club Archaeol Soc 39,
111-20

Hinton, D A, 1996  The Gold, Silver and other non-
Ferrous alloy objects from Hamwic, Southampton
Finds Vol 2, Stroud

Hinton, D A, 1997  Reviews, Medieval Archaeology 41,
332-4

Hinton, D A, 2005  Gold and Gilt, Pots and Pins.
Possessions and People in medieval Britain, Oxford,
Oxford University Press

Hinton, D, 2008  Anglo-Saxon Hampshire, at
http://thehumanjourney.net/pdf_store/sthames/phase
3/County/Early%20Medieval/Early%20Medieval%2
0Hampshire.pdf

Hinton, D A and Hughes, M (eds), 1996  Archaeology
in Hampshire: A framework for the Future, Hampshire
County Council

Hirst, S and Rahtz, P, 1996  Liddington Castle and the
battle of Badon: excavations and research 1976, Arch
J 153, 1-59 

Hockey, S F, 1970  Quarr Abbey and its Lands,
Leicester University Press

Hockey, S F (ed.) 1981  The Cartulary of Carisbrooke
Priory, Isle of Wight Record Office, Newport

Hockey, S F, 1982  Insula Vecta: The Isle of Wight in the
Middle Ages, London, Phillimore & Co. Ltd

Hockey, S F, 1991  The Charters of Quarr Abbey, Isle of
Wight County Record Office, Newport

Hogg, A H A, 1979  British Hill-Forts. An Index, BAR
Brit Ser 62

Hogg, A H A and Stevens, C E, 1937  The defences of
Roman Dorchester, Oxoniensia 2, 41-73

Hohler, C, 1941  Medieval paving tiles in
Buckinghamshire, Rec Buckinghamshire 14, 1-49

Holden, B, 1985  The Deserted Medieval Village of
Thomley, Oxfordshire, Oxoniensia 50, 215–37

Holgate, R, 1988a  Neolithic settlement of the Thames
Basin, BAR Brit Ser 194, Oxford

Holgate, R, 1988b  The flints, in Lambrick, G, The
Rollright Stones: megaliths, monuments and settlement in
the prehistoric landscape, English Heritage, London,
85-90

Holgate, R, 2004  Flintwork, in Lambrick and Allen
2004, 93-9

Holmes, J, and Rielly, K, 1994  Animal Bone from the

‘Mausoleum’ Site, in Williams and Zeepvat 1994,
515-536

Holmes M, 2000  Wing, CBA South Midlands Archaeol
30, 21

Holmes, M, 2005  Excavation of a Late Saxon –
Medieval Cemetery at the site of the former
Victorian School, Wing, Buckinghamshire May –
June 1999, unpublished report

Holmes, M and Chapman, A (eds), 2008  A middle-
late Saxon and medieval cemetery at Wing Church,
Bucks, Rec Buckinghamshire 48, 61-123

Holyoak, D T, 1980  Late Pleistocene sediments and
biostratigraphy of the Kennet Valley, England,
unpublished PhD thesis, University of Reading

Holyoak, D T, 1983  A late Pleistocene interglacial
flora and molluscan fauna from Thatcham,
Berkshire, with notes on mollusca from the
interglacial deposits at Aveley, Essex, Geological
Magazine 120 (6), 623-9

Hood, S and Walton, H, 1948  A Romano-British
Cremating Place and Burial Ground on Roden
Downs, Compton, Berkshire, Trans Newbury Dist Fld
Club 9(1), 1-62

Hooke, D, 1987  Anglo-Saxon estates in the Vale of the
White Horse, Oxoniensia 52, 129-43

Hooke, D, 1988  Regional Variation in Southern and
Central England in the Anglo-Saxon Period and its
Relationship to Land Units and Settlement, in
Anglo-Saxon Settlements, (ed. D Hooke), Oxford,
123-151

Hosfield, R T, 1999  The Palaeolithic of the Hampshire
Basin: a regional model of hominid behaviour during the
Middle Pleistocene, BAR Brit Ser 286, Oxford

Hosfield, R T and Chambers, J C, 2002  Processes and
Experiences – Experimental Archaeology on a River
Floodplain, in River Systems and Environmental
Change in Wales: Field Guide, (eds M G Macklin, P A
Brewer and T J Coulthard), British Geomorph -
ological Research Group, Aberystwyth, 32–39

Hoskins, W G, 1955  The Making of the English
Landscape, Hodder and Stoughton, London

Hughes, M, 1976  The Small Towns of Hampshire,
Southampton

Hughes, M W (ed.), 1942  A Calendar of the Feet of
Fines for Buckinghamshire, 7 Richard I to 44 Henry III,
Bedford

Hull, B, 2008  Social differentiation and diet in early
Anglo-Saxon England: stable isotope analysis of
archaeological human and animal  remains,
Unpublished D.Phil thesis, University of Oxford

Humphrey, R, 2004  The Oxford Road Watermill,
Aylesbury, Rec Buckinghamshire 44, 67-103

Hunn A, Lawson J and Farley M, 1994  The Anglo-
Saxon cemetery at Dinton, Buckinghamshire,
Anglo-Saxon Studies in Archaeology and History 7, 85-
148 

Hunn, A, Lawson, J, and Parkhouse, J, 1997
Investigations at Magiovinium 1990-91: the Little
Brickhill and Fenny Stratford by-passes, Rec
Buckinghamshire 37, 3-66

Bibliography 317

























































Solent-Thames 
Research Framework for 
the Historic Environment 
Resource Assessments and 
Research Agendas 

Oxford Wessex Monograph No. 6
 
The Solent-Thames region, comprising Buckinghamshire, Oxfordshire, Berkshire, 
Hampshire and the Isle of  Wight, is a recent combination of counties which provide 
a north-south transect across Central Southern England, and offer fresh insights 
into the past.  Drawing upon county assessments, and written by eminent period 
specialists, this volume presents an overview of the current state of archaeological 
knowledge within this region from Palaeolithic times to the present day. 

This region contains some of the most important sites in England: the remarkable 
early Mesolithic settlements along the Kennet valley, the hillfort at Danebury and 
its environs, the Roman town of Silchester and the cemetery of Lankhills, and the 
Saxon and medieval towns and cities of Southampton, Winchester and Oxford. 
Portsmouth houses arguably the most important ships in the naval history of 
Britain, and includes the best-preserved Tudor warship, the Mary Rose. Blenheim, 
seat of the Dukes of Marlborough, is a World Heritage site of international renown.

Following the assessments are a series of research aims and priorities both for 
specific periods and for wider cross-period themes, an indispensable tool for anyone 
contemplating research in this region. It is one of a series covering the whole of 
England published with the support of English Heritage.
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